
Messages from Mrs Townsley:

22/05/2023

Conservation Day
On the 2 May, we held a wonderful conservation day at the academy.  This saw our children engage in fantastic personal development activities to support the environment and 
their learning.  As part of this day, further indoor plants and a Green GORSE display were added to our eco-friendly themed library and our conservation leaders were extremely 
productive; planting out our new living wall with mini-edibles and herbs, and sewing our ‘eat the rainbow’ pollinating insects meadow, as well as our remembrance poppy 
meadow.  Further to this, our early years children prepared and planted our pumpkin patch as part of the Companionship and Conservation Garden and a group of lower key 
stage 2 pupils planted our House allotment beds which also connected to learning about the ‘eat the rainbow’ concept.  It was fantastic to have our families on board with them 
completing a great job in terms of planting our new family planter. 
We use seed paper for our bi-weekly GORSE Get’s Healthy challenge and therefore the challenge posters were torn up to help create our pollinating insects meadow.  The pupil 
council came forward with an excellent proposal for next academic year which will see our Positive Discipline certificates also printed on seed paper and enabling the growth of 
beautiful flowers!
Each key stage was involved in science focused activities including such aspects as litter picking, learning about farming, studying health and nutrition and creating recipes.  Our 
usual blue uniform transformed to green clothing for the day with all of the academy contributing to a ‘dress green day’ in order to raise funds for The World Land Trust.  We were 
successful in raising £154.35. 
Just prior to the Conservation Day, we ensured that our local neighbours received a daffodil bouquet from us.  These were delivered by our conservation leaders having been 
planted on the academy site in Autumn Term.  You will soon see our Companionship and Conservation garden develop even further with new signage that supports our knowledge 
and understanding in science and connects to our science curriculum.  

I hope you enjoy the photographs on this page and the following page.  Significant credit needs to be given to our wonderful pupils for this remarkable  ‘conservation day’ effort!  
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As an academy supported extensively by The 
Greggs Foundation, we were delighted to see 
them receive much deserved recognition at the 
2023 Business Charity Awards.  Their work is 
fantastic and Ryecroft Academy colleagues are 
eager to say ‘congratulations’ to one of our valued 
partners!  

Permitted Drinks:

Just a polite reminder that as an 
academy, we only permit water as 
a suitable drink for our young 
people.  Juices, fizzy drinks and 
energy drinks are not permitted. 

Thank you very much for your 
continued support.  

The First Year of Primary Volleyball:
Our trust volleyball coaches report that “it has been fantastic to see pupils motivated and working 
towards a common goal when attending extracurricular club, and amazing to hear the buzz among 
the pupils during PE, taster sessions and matches.

Pupils have learnt how to be ‘good sports’ and to show respect for their peers and opponents 
through competitions. The level of play and understanding of rules has been improving each 
round, and with this experience under their belts, we can expect our primary players to be 
exemplary leaders in secondary academies.

In the trust competition, it came down to the very last match as Ryecroft and Hillcrest were tied 
for first place, but Ryecroft pulled together and gave a spectacular team performance to take the 
win and secure their place as the first league champions! CONGRATULATIONS on the title and 
very well done to Hillcrest Academy who had been the frontrunners all season! Also, thank you, 
Holly, for doing a fantastic job with our primary students this year at extracurricular clubs! 
Students have been thrilled to work with an England player and have been inspired to hopefully 
“follow in your footsteps one day”.
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Important Changes in Regard to Uniform and PE Kit:

We have recently been reviewing our Positive Discipline and Behaviour Policy in preparation for next academic year and I wanted to let you know to 
expect a further letter from me this week which will provide information to you regarding our school uniform for the forthcoming year (September2023 
onwards).  There will be some important changes.  I know that many of you like to begin purchasing uniform from May half-term onwards and so I hope 
this information will be well received and helpful to you.  

In addition, I would like to encourage our Year 6 pupils and their families to donate their uniform to our pre-loved shop at the end of the academic year 
so that we can recycle it and continue to take action that is supportive of the environment.  

There are some key changes to our routines around PE kit that we would like to implement from Summer 2.  This, therefore, will come into affect from 
straight after the pending May half-term holiday.  

The changes include our children in Years 1 to 6, coming in their PE kit for the full day when they have a PE lesson scheduled.  The reason for this is that 
it will maximise time for learning and physical activity and it will also prevent children from feeling uncomfortable when changing in front of their 
peers.  A small number of our families have informed us that this can be the case for a minority of our children and so we are eager to listen to this 
feedback.  For reasons of hygiene, however, we do encourage children to bring a spare t-shirt on PE days.  

Our intention is for our Early Years and Foundation Stage arrangements to remain as they currently are.  This sees our youngest children coming in their 
uniform, changing for PE in school but remaining in their PE kit after their PE session and going home in their PE kit.  The reason for maintaining this is 
that self-care and learning how to dress are key components of the Early Years and Foundation Stage curriculum and so it is important that we provide 
the opportunity to allow our youngest children to develop these important skills.  Please do link with me, Mr Stephenson, Mr Raine or our EYFS leaders 
if you have any questions in regard to this.  Many thanks, Mrs Townsley. 



Captains Café 



ParentPay 
It is wonderful to see so many children enjoying our new summer term menu. 
We understand the complexities of life can sometimes pose a delay in topping up your child’s 
ParentPay account. It is for that reason that a 1 meal buffer allowance is in place. Please do be 
aware that if your child has an outstanding balance, they will be unable to order the dish of the 
day until this has been paid.  Children who are eligible for Free School Meals will automatically 
receive daily credit.  
Please do contact Miss Flavell if you wish to discuss payment plan options or Free School Meals. 

Medical diet 
We recently sent a letter and instructions from our catering company Taylor Shaw on the new 
digitalized allergy/ intolerance medical diet process.  Please do ensure if your child has a known 
allergy and requires a medical diet, that you complete this process as soon as possible. If you 
require support with this, please contact Miss Flavell 

Eco Sustainable win 
Spring is upon us and it is wonderful to see such a variety of colour and 
local wildlife making the most of the sunshine (and showers)!
In the summer months, it is often the case that we need to be even 
more mindful of our water usage. Did you know it can cost a household 
on average £20 a month for a dripping tap!! When watering plants, do 
always check you turn your taps off fully each time, helping the 
environment and saving you money- it’s a double win!!  

On 17.5.23 8 of our KS2 pupils took part in a Pickleball event at the John 
Charles Tennis Centre. All pupils represented the Academy superbly and 
had lots of fun. There were some great skills on show too. Well done to 
all the pupils involved. More pictures can be found on our website.



May Half-Term Soccer School (Leeds United Foundation)
Tuck Shop allergy information:

Allergy information for all the products sold at tuck shop will be available on the school website shortly.

Children from year 1-6 will be able to purchase a healthy snack from tuck shop during break time. Children 
in Nursery and Reception have a snack provided by school in class. 

Tokens for tuck shop must be purchased through ParentPay. Children cannot bring money into school. £4 
buys your child 10 tuck shop snacks. The tuck shop volunteers will keep track of how many tokens your 
child has used. The rota for tuck shop is below:

Monday: KS1 (Year 1 and 2)
Wednesday: Lower KS2 (Year 3 and 4)
Friday: Upper KS2 (Year 5 and 6)

As children can only visit tuck shop once a week, they are able to purchase more than 1 non-fridge item to 
save in their tray for other days (all items are individually wrapped).

If you would like full details of the items sold in our tuck shop, please do contact the academy.



Important dates
Training Days – school closed to children
Tuesday 4 July ​ 2023
Term Dates
Monday 20 February 2023 – Friday 31 March 2023
Monday 17 April 2023 – Friday 26 May 2023

Important dates

.

ATTENDANCE
Have you spoken to your child about how important their school attendance is?

When students improve their attendance, they improve their academic prospects. 

Why not ask them how you could support them with their attendance?

On Wednesday 3rd May, Early Years took part in a drama workshop based 
around our 'Once Upon a Time' theme. The children acted out their own fairy 
tale in groups after working together on storytelling, music and dance. It was a 
fantastic, fun day!


