
Messages from Mrs Townsley:

24/04/2023

Ryecroft Academy Community Kindness:

Over the Easter holiday, it was great that we had the opportunity to visit Emmaus.  This is a 
charity whose work includes supporting homeless people in the Leeds city region. The 
purpose of our visit was to deliver a range of eco-friendly toiletries and also sustainable and 
personalised bamboo Ryecroft Academy drinking cups.  We were able to donate these items 
as a result of the proceeds that we raised on Christmas Jumper Day.  I am proud to be able to 
utilise our Christmas fun to be generous and community focused citizens. We try our best to 
be environmentally conscious when we choose our gifts also! 

Emotion Coaching:
As an academy, we are highly invested in emotion coaching.  This is something we commit to 
as part of our staff training.  As the Principal of the academy, I would certainly evaluate that 
emotion coaching has been transformational in helping us to support pupil behaviour with 
understanding and compassion.  Emotion coaching techniques can be extremely useful for 
parenting also and I wanted to remind you that we have an information video focused on 
emotion coaching on our academy website.  This is located on the parents / carers section of 
the website and via the following link: Support your child's welfare - Ryecroft Academy. 
There are several other highly useful resources on this website page too.  

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/support-your-childs-welfare/
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Forensic Reading:
We continue to benefit extensively from being part of The GORSE Academies Trust and we 
would like to extend our thanks to Sir John Townsley for coming to Ryecroft Academy recently 
to lead Forensic Reading sessions with some of our Year 6 pupils.  The lessons focused on the 
book ‘Friedrich’ and learning from these sessions was highly supportive of pupils knowledge 
and skills for English, History and PSHE.  Our children were formidable and Sir John was so 
complimentary about how considered, thoughtful and intelligent the pupils were in their 
contributions and application.  

Beatbox Workshops:
As part of our music curriculum, we expose our children to a broad range of musical genres.  
Recently, we have had Noise Academy in school to deliver beatbox workshops to all of our 
pupils.  The workshop assemblies were delivered with high energy and the professionals who 
lead them have a fantastic level of expertise.  It is wonderful to see children from Early Years 
through to Year 6 have the confidence to improvise and perform in front of their peers.  The 
children give each another fantastic support and really enjoy this experience together.  
Creativity has a clear heartbeat through our curriculum opportunities at Ryecroft Academy! 

Later in this newsletter edition, you  will be able to enjoy some photographs of our children delivering daffodil bouquets to our neighbours.  Our 
conservation leaders planted daffodils on site in Autumn Term and then picked them, arranged the bouquets and delivered them to our neighbours in 
Spring Term.  We received lovely feedback from our community.  They really value this kind gesture.  



Captain’s Café



Celebration of success

We are very proud to share some photos of the fantastic opportunities
chosen by pupils who recently won the meritocracy award.

As we commence a new term, this exciting opportunity will be
relaunched to all children Those who meet the following criteria will be
entered into a prize draw at the end of the term;

· Improved attendance
· No negative behaviour comments
· Attend at least 1 extracurricular activity each week

We would like to ask all our families to emphasise and promote this
celebration of success with their children

Early Years Bedtime Stories

Thank you to all the parents/carers who came to our bedtime stories sessions before the Easter 
break. The children really enjoyed sharing stories with you in our story dens.



We would love to hear from you

As a school, we would like to ensure all our families feel listened to, heard and

have a voice.

We love to hear all the positives about children’s experiences as we see how

much they flourish. We do however, understand that at times there may be

some challenges that you would like to talk about.

Please do reach out to your child’s class teacher, Miss Flavell, or Mrs Hodgkin

who are available via Class Dojo and happy to help, advise and direct you to the

appropriate colleagues who can support.

We were so lucky this week because we got to welcome back Noise Academy! Mikey demonstrated
a range of beatboxing techniques and then we had a go. Some of us even performed with the
microphone. We had such a great time, and we are keen to continue developing our beatboxing.

Just before the end of last term, children in Nursery and Reception enjoyed their Easter Eggstravaganza house competition. We had lots of fun taking part in egg hunts, egg and spoon 
races, and Easter crafts.
There was a wonderful array of colourful and bright Easter bonnets on parade, and lots of fantastic creations in the decorated egg competition.



The conservation reps picked and delivered daffodils to 
people in our local community. The children were 

extremely polite and we really enjoyed saying hello.

LKS2 enjoyed a Viking and Anglo-Saxon workshop before the Easter holidays. This was such a
fabulous opportunity and supported our children’s learning (whilst having lots of fun!) Thank
you to the parents and carers for their continued support with these events, the children

looked great in their outfits!



Important dates
Bank Holiday Monday 1 May 2023 
Bank Holiday Monday 8 May 2023
Training Days – school closed to children
Tuesday 4 July ​ 2023
Term Dates
Monday 20 February 2023 – Friday 31 March 2023
Monday 17 April 2023 – Friday 26 May 2023

Important dates

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
School starts at 08:45.

Come rain or shine, we want you here on time.
If you can’t be on time…BE EARLY

Punctuality is equally as important as attendance for your child’s education. A child who 
is late on a regular basis will miss a lot of learning time. 

Since September 166 pupils have been late for school 1876 times. 57,289 minutes of 
learning time has been lost. This equates to 954 hours or 146 days.

It is very important that children are taught the value of punctuality while they are 
young. Being punctual shows respect and consideration for others. It helps children 

present an ‘I care’ attitude that not only helps them succeed in school but also in life. It 
is up to parents/carers to instil this value in their child right from the beginning.

Mile Challenge

We had a fantastic day completing the 'Mile Challenge' in support of two of this year's
chosen charities. As a school community, we managed to run a total of 286.92 miles! A
huge well done to all students and staff who participated in this.


