
Messages from Mrs Townsley:

31/10/2022

PRAISE FOR OUR CHILDREN
I hope you enjoyed a lovely half term break.  As a staff team, we were exceptionally proud of the commitment and diligence shown
by the children in Autumn 1.  In the final week we had a trust review led by Sir John Townsley (CEO) and Leanne Griffiths (Deputy 

CEO) and both colleagues commented upon how excellent the work ethic and attitude to learning of our pupils was.  It was 
wonderful to hear this praise and recognition of our young people.  As parents and carers – please to congratulate them on this. I am 

really delighted with them!

ATTENDANCE AND POSITIVE DISCIPLINE / BEHAVIOUR POLICIES
We have recently updated both our Academy Attendance Policy and our 
Academy Positive Discipline and Behaviour Policy.  We are eager to share 
these updates with you.  They can be found in the policies section of our 

academy website.  They can also be accessed via the following links.  
Please do contact Mr Stephenson or I if you have any questions regarding 

the policy updates.  

Ryecroft Academy Behaviour & Positive Discipline Policy.docx
TGAT Attendance and Punctuality Policy V 1.2.doc

TRUST SUPPORT
It has been some time since I have taken the opportunity to raise your 
awareness of support we get from the Trust.  I can assure you that this 

makes such an important difference to us as an academy.  
Recently, we have been in receipt of some fantastic support from Ben 

Mallinson who is the Principal at The Ruth Gorse Academy.  He has 
supported a review of Sports Science and Physical Education and has 
also led high quality CPD with our leadership team.  Further to this, 

Leanne Griffiths is now in the post of Deputy CEO and her support and 
guidance has been first class.  All colleagues in school have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning from Leanne’s expertise. 
We have really benefitted from collaborating with Tim Van Der Gucht  

from The Farnley Academy.  Tim is the science leader and he has 
provided extensive support as we have reinvigorated our science 

curriculum planning.  

GOVERNANCE
From the start of this academic year, Mrs Tina Dunderdale has assumed 

the role of Chair of Governors.  Tina gives our academy incredible 
support.  You will be please to know that Jon Fyffe remains with us as 

Vice Chair.  This means that we will continue to benefit from his 
commitment and expertise.  We will soon be commencing an election 

for a new parent governor.  Please do look out for our communications 
on this.  Do get in touch with me if you have any questions about this 

opportunity.  It is a fantastic way to support the academy.Thank you to you as our families for your continued 
support. 

Helen Townsley

Ryecroft Academy Behaviour & Positive Discipline Policy.docx
TGAT Attendance and Punctuality Policy V 1.2.doc


Year 5/6 Gorse Games

Last week saw Ryecroft Academy compete in the first GORSE Games event of the year. A squad of Y5 and Y6 pupils travelled to Bruntcliffe Academy to compete against the other 
primary schools in the trust. A massive congratulations are in order as our children finished in joint first place with a total of 13 points and 8 goals scored. Well done to everyone 

who was involved and represented Ryecroft in such an impressive way. Onwards and upwards from here!



Important Dates
Individual school photos Thursday 17 November
Parents Evening  Monday 21 November 
Training Days – school closed to children
Wednesday 15 March ​ 2023
Tuesday 4 July ​ 2023
Term Dates
Autumn Term 2: 31 October 2022 – 16 December 2022

Important dates

Attendance
Did you know…
If your child attends school, on time, every day for 5 weeks they will receive a lucky dip prize!

Attendance Rewards

Last week's winners were Happy Hedgehogs with 100% attendance. A great well done to the 
whole class.
The class will be enjoying treats from the Golden Ticket Lucky draw this week!

The individual 100% attendance award has been won by Laurie in Poplars.

The following 100% attendance children won a £25 Love2Shop voucher for their parents:
Daisy  – Hedgehogs
Esme  – Lapwings
Jenson  – Sycamores
Joshua  – Rowans

The 100% Attendance Significant Prize draw was won by Rita from Willows. Rita will be 
choosing a prize up to the value of £100.

Well done to all our winners and all children who have had excellent attendance this last half 
term.

Charity of Choice 

It was wonderful to see so many families taking part in our charity of
choice voting station on Thursday 20 October.

All votes have been counted and we are delighted to confirm St
Gemma’s Hospice won with a total of 98 votes.

Cash for Kids and Leeds Hospital Charity both were very close 2nd.

We look forward to keeping you updated with our upcoming events to
raise money for St Gemma’s over this academic year.


