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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been lovely to welcome you, our families, back after the summer holiday. As you know we are observing the mourning period following the death of Her Majesty Elizabeth 11. For this duration, we are
restricting our communication to essential communication only, but | do deem this information regarding bags and our uniform policy to be of that nature as | know that this is something that some families are
worried about. My hope is that this may also prevent some families spending money unnecessarily.

Leaders in school have discussed and evaluated our policy during the course of last week and, in addition to this, parents have taken the time to link with us on this matter.

In this communication, | will set out our agreed and revised position.

It is important that | also set out the historical context of why we arrived at our policy regarding the bags element of uniform.

Book Bags

We perceive book bags to be an important part of our policy. This is because they help to keep children's books in good condition. This includes their homework books (of which we want to encourage care, pride
and high standards of presentation), expensive planners and reading books (which we need to look after in being mindful of the academy's significant investment). Book bags are not particularly expensive (priced
at £5.95). We will continue to implement this part of our uniform policy.

Why did we insist on the children having Ryecroft rucksacks if they required a further bag?

Prior to significant investment in the building, coat hooks for children were often located in corridor areas or in cloakrooms. In some areas of school this was also at the top of staircases. We are a school with
narrow staircases as well as narrow corridors. At this time, children were in the habit of bringing a whole range of bags. The different sizes, shapes and handles caused the bags to frequently fall off the hooks.
Further to this, several children had carrier style bags with long draw strings which meant bags often hung down towards the floor at a low level. This was identified as a significant health & safety concern,
particularly in terms of a trip hazard. This included in the Early Years and Foundation Stage cloakroom. | am sure you can imagine how much of a risk this was at areas where a staircase was located and with wood
and metal benching in the cloakroom for our youngest children.

Because of this we insisted on the academy rucksack which at that time was reasonably priced - | believe at £6. We knew the handles / hooks were short and the back of the bag was flat, and we tested that they
remained safely on the hooks, addressing the issue we faced.

The current scenario regarding rucksacks

The price of the rucksack has increased significantly. It is now £12. This is expensive for families. As we have addressed areas of the building through the capital development investment, we have moved coat hooks
into classroom areas. There remains a potential trip hazard risk (if inappropriate bags are used despite this) but it is not as significant as was previously the case.

From our experience of the rucksack, we have found it to be a little small for activities such as swimming. We are also conscious that some of our children need to bring additional items to school because they
reside at two different addresses.

Although my uniform letter, which was sent to all families, set out our position clearly, | am aware that we have not implemented this with the same level of consistency that was the case prior to the COVID
pandemic. This does influence the decisions that families make, and we must be fair in understanding this.

The position we have now established is that children can use other suitable rucksacks that have short hooks / handles and flat backs as an alternative to the school version. We will look to make personalised,
supportive and sensitive decisions regarding children who have two addresses or other such circumstances where allowances are sensible.

Thank you for your understanding and do get in touch if you have any questions regarding this.

Kindest regards,
Helen Townsley
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Free School Meals

Ryecroft Academy is committed to ensuring each and every child has
the opportunity to receive a healthy hot meal at school. Lunchtime is
a really important time in the day for our children as it promotes
healthy habits and the experience of trying new foods with peers.

We strongly encourage all our parents and carers who may be eligible
to apply for Free School Meals. We recognise those who have moved
into Year 3 will no longer receive the Universal Free School Meals and
understand this financial impact on our families.

If you would like to enquire about Free School Meal eligibility, please
do speak to, or message Miss Flavell directly via Class Dojo.
Alternatively, please do speak to Reception who will also be able to
go through this 5-minute process, which could save you up to £480
per year.

Copies of the school lunchtime menu are available from Reception
and are also on Dojo.

Nasal Flu Immunisations

Nasal flu immunisation consent forms and leaflets were sent out to all our parents and carers.
The nasal flu immunisation helps protect children from what can be a very unpleasant illness.

If you would any support with completing the form, or have any questions relating to the
vaccination, the nurse team from Intra Health will be on setting to offer help and answer any
guestions you may have on Thursday 15 September from 2.30pm-4.00pm. Please come to
reception between these times if you would like to speak to the team about the immunisation,
or require any support.

If you wish for your child to have a nasal flu immunisation on Friday 25 November, please
complete and return the consent form to your child’s class teacher, no later than Friday 30 of
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a ParentPay

ParentPay

As we start the new academic year, we would like to politely remind
our families of the importance of regularly checking ParentPay
accounts. If you require any support with this, please do speak to
Reception who will be able to support you with this.
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Thank You
A huge thank you to all our families who kindly donated a significant amount of Preloved uniform
over the summer holidays. It has been wonderful to be able to provide to our community and
would like to inform our parents and carers that your donations have been very well received.
Our Preloved shop is open every Thursday at 3.. Alternatively, please do contact reception at any
time about a specific item.




Attendance Rewards

Last week's winners were Sycamores. The class will be enjoying treats from the Golden Ticket Lucky draw
this week! The individual 100% attendance award has been won by L’Nie in Poplars.

The winners of Summer Term 2 attendance raffles were -

Parent raffle winners
AJ — Fair-minded Firs
Edie — Loyal Lapwings
Finlay - Hedgehogs
Leland - Rowans
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100% significant attendance prize winner
Amelia - Willows
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All Day. Every Day.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
., ; Attendance & i 0.
: Matters | \ 5 e

&'« RYECROFT

$* ACADEMY
IMPORTANT DATES

Training Days — school closed to children
Friday 21 October

Wednesday 15 March

Tuesday 4 July

Important dates

Term Dates
Autumn Term 1: 5 September 2022 — 21 October 2022
Autumn Term 2: 31 October 2022 — 16 December 2022

Please see below for class PE days -

Hedgehogs - Monday PM
Robins - Monday PM
Lapwings - Tuesday AM
Doves - Wednesday PM
Firs - Monday AM
Willows - Wednesday AM
Chestnuts - Tuesday PM
Sycamores - Friday AM
Poplars - Thursday AM
Rowans - Thursday AM
Elders - Thursday AM

Y5 Swimming - Thursday AM also

Also here is a reminder about PE kit:

Plain white t-shirt
Plain blue shorts - blue tracksuit bottoms or leggings may be allowed at the teacher’s
discretion during times of cold weather

Trainers or pumps — pumps are not ideal for outdoor PE, therefore trainers are
desirable.

Hair bobble — if your child has long hair. -
Earrings must be removed (no exceptions).
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