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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Have you considered a career in teaching? 
 
Following our communication earlier this half term, we have been delighted to receive several 
enquiries from our parents regarding their keenness to attend GORSE SCITT’s Taster Days. As 
a consequence, we have come to recognise that many of our parents might well be interested in 
teaching as a career.  It is certainly the case that we have some amazing examples across our 
trust of people who have decided to embark upon a career in teaching later in life.  More mature 
professionals often bring with them a wisdom and wider set of life experiences which are 
invaluable in the classroom. 
 
Teaching is a challenging, rewarding and progressive career, that gives you the opportunity to 
make a difference to the lives of young people every day. We wanted to make all of our parents 
and carers aware that, if you are considering training to be a teacher, there are still opportunities 
for you to do this, with GORSE SCITT, from September 2022.   
 
In order to be able to train to be a teacher you need to have GCSEs in English and mathematics 
at Grade 4 or above (Grade C or above in pre 2016 qualifications). This is also extended to 
science if you wish to teach in the primary phase. You also need to hold a degree qualification.  
 
Many people believe that in order to train to be a teacher you need to have recently completed a 
degree or have a degree in that exact subject; this is not the case. Though you do need a degree 
level qualification if you completed your degree more than five years ago or you have a related 
degree, for example an accounting degree and you wanted to teach mathematics, you could also 
be eligible to complete a Subject Knowledge Enhancement (SKE) programme. This would take 
place once you have been offered, and accepted, a place on an Initial Teacher Training course 
and, if you did choose to complete this, you would be paid £175 per week for the during of the 
programme. In addition to this, some of the secondary Initial Teacher Training courses that we 
offer are supported with a bursary of up to £24,000. To find out more about the courses and your 
eligibility, please visit our website: www.gorsescitt.org.uk  
 
As you will be already aware GORSE SCITT is an OFSTED Outstanding School Centred Initial 
Teacher Training provider. Over the last five years we have successfully supported and trained 
over a thousand teachers across all subjects in the Primary and Secondary phases. GORSE 
SCITT also offers specialist training in Post-16 and Alternative Provision. The majority of these 
colleagues are now pursuing careers in our trust or partner schools. Furthermore, a number of 
these colleagues have made rapid progress through their careers and now hold middle and senior 
leader positions in schools.  
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If you would like to find out more about what it is like to work in a school environment GORSE 
SCITT offer a School Experience programme where you can shadow a teacher for the day or 
Taster Days where you can find out more about what the Initial Teacher Training course entails. 
If you are interested in either of these options, or would like any further information please visit 
our website www.gorsescitt.org.uk or contact us by calling 0113 4871777 or by emailing us at 
info@gorsescitt.org.uk. 
 
Regardless of whether you are thinking about teaching for the very first time as a result of this 
communication or are certain that teaching is the career for you, we would love to hear from you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Emma Worrincy                                   Nicola Cornfoot 
Executive Director                                 Principal  
GORSE SCITT                                      Leeds Teaching School Hub 
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