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Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcoming you back to school:

We hope you have had a fantastic summer break. We are very much looking forward to the children
being back with us in school next week. On Monday evening we will post videos onto the DoJo
platform which show you and your children the entry and exit routes into school. In addition to this,
staff will be out on duty to welcome and support you. To summarise key points related to this:

e Early Years and Foundation Stage and Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) enter school via the
back gate;
e All other Key Stages (including years 1,2,3 and 4) enter school via the main gate.

kUi s
| T o
g’»e e PR

Back Gate (EYFS,M\’(ears 5and 6) Front Gate (Years 1, 2, 3 and 4)

For Autumn term 2021, school will start at 8.45 am and will finish at 3.15 pm for all cohorts except
for Early Years and Foundation Stage who will finish 5 minutes earlier at 3.10 pm. We look forward
to welcoming the majority of children on Wednesday 8 September and Early Years and Foundation
Stage children on the dates allocated to you separately by Mrs Cappleman and her team.

Branches and breakfast club will be based in the assembly / dining hall with families coming to the
door at the back of the assembly/dining hall as was the case in the summer term. Please use the
intercom.

COVID -19 expectations for families:

| want to take this opportunity to clearly set out information for you that relates to COVID — 19
measures. The control measures in educational settings that are set out in the government guidance
are now centred around the following areas:

e Ensure good hygiene for everyone.

e Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.

e Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.

e Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID
-19.
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Could | please take this opportunity to remind you, as our families, to follow the government
guidance in connection with self-isolating and what to do if you / your child / a family member has a
positive COVID -19 test result or develops any symptoms of coronavirus.

The following link will provide you with all the current information related to this.

when to self-isolate and what to do

| will soon share with you, on the school DoJo platform, a summary of when individuals are not
required to self-isolate as | think this will be helpful for you.

Please do be aware that if anyone in school develops symptoms of COVID-19, however mild, we
do need to send them home and ask families to follow the public health advice. Please do ensure
you / your listed contacts are available. The household (including siblings) should follow the stay at
home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

Your children cannot attend school if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus or if they
have tested positive in the last 10 days. This also applies to family members bringing children to
school and collecting them from school.

The following link takes you to a clear outline of COVID-19 symptoms.

COVID-19 symptoms

If your children are required to be tested, could you inform us of the test outcome as soon as
possible. This will help us in ensuring government guidance is followed in the event of both a
positive and negative result. Thank you very much for your support in this. Children under the age
of 5 can be tested and children under the age of 11 will need your help in using home testing kits.

We hope you find it helpful for us to share the online booking website with you and let you know
that you can also order a test by telephone via NHS 119.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/

At this stage parents and carers cannot come into the school building without a prior
appointment. Parents and carers are now able to choose if they would like to wear a facemask on
school premises. Our academy risk assessment will shortly be available to you on our school
website. Schools are required to develop an ‘Outbreak Management Plan’, and this could prompt
extra control measures being put in to place in the event of an outbreak. We hope that we do not
need to implement our Outbreak Management Plan, but we will keep in close communication with
families if this does become necessary.

Support for our families:

Please do remember that as an academy, we are highly committed to supporting and helping our
families. With this in mind, we do have a supporting achievement fund which we can used to help
families if deprivation is an issue including those who may have come into challenging financial times
during the pandemic. We do look for great commitment to school as we evaluate applications,
particularly in terms of attendance. If you would like further information and/or help in making an
application, Mrs Hodgkin is the correct colleague for you to get in touch with. We encourage
families who are eligible to register free school meals. Please do get in touch if we can support you
in this process.
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We will continue to provide blue hoodies for our children at no cost to you as our families as keeping
occupied spaces well ventilated remains important. The hoodies help us to balance this need to
ventilate with keeping our children warm and comfortable.

As the academy Principal, | am looking forward to ensuring our school continues to be a very happy
place full of learning, positive community spirit, smiles and hardworking children and adults. Thank
you for your ongoing support.

Mrs Helen Townsley
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Principal
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