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A very warm welcome to the new academic year at Ryecroft Academy! We do hope
that you had a lovely, restful summer break and were able to enjoy some family time
together. We are so excited to welcome the children into their new year groups and we
look forward to learning and growing together throughout this year.

Our Creative Theme for this term is Rivers and our learning will be focused on the
foundation subjects of geography and art. In geography, children will learn about the
anatomy of rivers, the processes involved in flooding and the human impact of floods.
They will improve their locational knowledge of rivers in the UK and around the world.
In art, they will first examine the paintings of Monet and Turner, especially those art
works in which they depicted water. They will then use what they have learned to
create their own realistic watercolour painting.

Our English work carries on the watery theme, as we spend most of the term reading
‘Floodland’ by Marcus Sedgwick. This gripping novel is set in an imaginary near future
Britain, in which the East Coast has been flooded. The main character, Zoe, has become
separated from her parents and the book tells of her struggle to be reunited with them.
We will use the themes and ideas from this book to inspire us in our writing.

In our maths work we will start will understanding of place value (how to read, write
and order numbers, as well as the value of each digit). We will then move onto formal
written methods for all four operations. Through the use of High 5 Maths, we will
revisit skills taught in previous years to ensure that information is being retained and in
Rubric Ready we will apply our understanding to examination questions.

In STEM, we will be learning about forces and mechanisms. We will explore civil
engineering, with a focus on the Anderton Boat Lift, then children will have an
opportunity to construct a working model of a boat lift.

Thank you for your continued support, if you have any questions about this term’s
learning, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher.

Miss Dunderdale, Miss Price, Miss Warren and Miss Marshall

THINGS TO REMEMBER:
PE Days:
Resilient Rowans- Friday (Year 5 swimming Thursday)
Persevering Poplars-Tuesday (Year 5 swimming Thursday)
Empathetic Elders- Wednesday
Homework will be sent home on a Friday and children should
complete it by the following Thursday. They are able to work in the
school library at lunchtime if they wish.

YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD BY:

Asking your child about their learning each day. E.g “Tell me three things you have learnt today.”

Help your child read the time on a clock face. Can they read both an analogue and digital clock? Look out for the
time-telling activities that appear regularly in the newsletter and practise them together.

Testing them on their spellings and times tables.

Reading with your child and asking questions linked to the book. Note the page numbers and title in the planner.

Planners need to be in school every day. —




