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12 July 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer,  

I hope you have had a lovely week.  It is well publicised that this current period of time in the COVID pandemic has been very 

challenging for both schools and families. With the requirement of close contacts having to isolate for 10 days, we have 

certainly felt the impact in terms of our staffing.  The staff at school have been working extremely hard to counter this impact 

but it is so important that I take the time to thank the Trust for their support also.  This is because we have had members of 

the central team coming to do duties every lunchtime and our secondary academies have enabled leaders in their schools to 

work remotely, being based with us for significant portions of the week.  I am sure you have seen Mr Cornfoot and Mrs Worrincy 

out on duty at the start and end of the day.  Please greet them warmly as their help is invaluable to us.  

At this challenging time, I am very proud that we have been able to arrange such fantastic and positive experiences for our 

children.  I know children have really enthused about their experiences so far and are very much looking forward to those still 

to come.  The Year 6 children represented the school so well as they completed their bikeability training and the professionals 

from the organisation were very complimentary about our school.  Similarly, we were very fortunate that The Farnley Academy 

team came to deliver a transition day to our Year 6 cohort so they were able to experience a range of secondary school lessons, 

albeit on our site.  I was very proud of the way our pupils engaged in this.   

Even looking at the calendar for this week, there is so many wonderful and worthwhile events scheduled, such as the Lower 

Key Stage 2 visit to the West Leeds Activity Centre, The Seaside Day for Key Stage 1, EYFS sports day, The Prom for Year 6 and 

the School Fayre for all children on Friday.  In lessons, Taylor Shaw are supporting Lower key Stage 2 as they prepare their 

afternoon tea!  We will ensure that we capture these events as much as we can and share them with you.  Of course, there is 

more to come in the final week and even into the holidays! As the bubble closure meant that EYFS were unable to host the 

exotic animals as planned, they are instead going to enjoy a Teddy Bears picnic in our Orchard in the final week.   

Our partnership with Leeds United has commenced earlier than we initially planned with great activities taking place for our 

children at lunchtime.  The children have really enjoyed this and we have been very pleased with the way in which the team 

have promoted inclusivity and fairness as well as highly positive physical activity.  Further to this, our partnership with Opera 

North has begun with staff receiving some excellent music teaching training and Opera North are also going to bring our seaside 

to life by performing outdoors for Key Stage 1 on Wednesday this week.  We are very much looking forward to this.   

We are delighted to be hosting a Pro Sport Elite camp this summer.  It will provide a great opportunity for children to be active 

and healthy over the summer break, developing great teamwork and communication skills at the same time.  The letter to 

enable you to book your place will accompany this newsletter.  It is fantastic that it is free and my hope is that this is a great 

support to working parents.  I certainly feel you deserve this support following all of the disruption and challenge you have 

endured!  

Please do take a look at the galleries section of our website as there have been some lovely photographs added to showcase 

our support of the Brain Tumour Research Organisation, the planting of the wildflower meadow, sports days (so far) and our 

visit to St George's Crypt.   

Have a lovely week. 

Mrs Helen Townsley  

Principal             
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Future Events 

KS1 Seaside day  

On Wednesday 14 July 2021, the Key Stage 1 children will be enjoying their seaside day at Ryecroft. Look out for some fabulous 

photos in our next newsletter and on our school website. 

 

New and Used School Uniform shop – Wednesday 14 July 2021 

On Wednesday afternoon from 3.15pm, we will be setting up a stall of new and used school uniform. The stalls will be set up 

in the KS1 playground area weather depending. 

As we will have limited change, please can you make sure, if you are buying new school uniform, you come with the correct 

amount so we will not have to find you the correct change. 

Social distancing needs to be observed at the shop and in the queue, to ensure that we are adhering to our risk assessment. 

 

  

Soak the Staff 

The week of Monday 12 of July is the week where you have the chance to be the "SOAKER" for your class. 

The child with the most stamps and no sanctions during this week will become the nominated class SOAKER 

Voting will take place all week in polling booths borrowed from the council to decide which staff member each nominated class 

soaker will be soaking. 

Work hard, gain those extra stamps this week, and get ready to vote for whom you want to soak! 

 

 

LGBTQ Celebration - Friday 16 July 2021 

 

At Ryecroft Academy, we are united in our view that compassion and kindness are of the greatest importance. In addition to 

this, we know that everyone is unique and we cherish and value this diversity, understanding that it enriches and strengthens 

society.  

The Ryecroft Fayre is being held on Friday 16 July for our wonderful pupils. On this day, we will also be hosting an LGBTQ 

event across school. Pupils in all year groups are invited to wear non-uniform for the day inspired by the colours of the 

rainbow.  

As well as attending the Fayre, pupils will be involved in creating flags and bunting and also decorating their own masks. They 

will also learn about the different groups within LGBTQ and work collaboratively to create a music video inspired by our 

LGBTQ Ambassadors.  
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Take Over Day 

Thank you for all your applications for take over day on Monday 19 July 2021. 

Interviews will take place for roles on Monday 12 July 2021 and you will be informed if you have been successful and which 

role you are taking over on Wednesday 14 July 2021. 

 

 

Mrs Toyne’s Skydive – Sponsorship for Brain Tumour Research. 

During the school holiday, on Friday 3 September 2021, Mrs Toyne will be 

challenging herself to complete a 15,000ft skydive! The reason for doing this is 

to raise awareness and funds for a charity close to all our hearts, Brain Tumour 

Research, as you know, sadly Miss Briggs was recently diagnosed with this 

condition. We are all behind Mrs Toyne in her challenge, and would like to invite 

you to donate towards this cause, a link to her just giving page will shortly be 

added on to school Dojo, or you can call in to the office to sponsor her. All 

sponsorship will be very greatly recived. 

 

 

Fruity Friday is back 

We are pleased to announce the return of Ryecroft Academy's famous Fruity 

Friday! Come and buy healthy smoothies made by our very own Ryecroft 

children pedalling the smoothie bike and using fruit grown in our orchard.  

Fruity Friday will be running on these dates after school on the front 

playground:  Thursday 22 July. 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Trip to West Leeds Activity Centre 

We are pleased to announce that we are able to take our Year 6 pupils for an exciting morning out at West Leeds Activity 

Centre on Tuesday 13th July. This will form part of their end of year celebrations for their time at Ryecroft Academy. They will 

be able to take part in activities such as Archery, Assault Course, Water Slide and Crate Stacking. To ensure that your child is 

able to attend please complete both the Ryecroft and West Leeds Activity Centre consent forms and return these during the 

course of this week, we have to confirm numbers to WLAC by the end of the week.  
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Supporting your child with Learning 

 

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children. 

EYFS: Camouflage – to hide or to disguise 

KS1: Bay – A bay is a body of water surrounded by land. A Bay is usually smaller and less enclosed that a gulf. This is where 

you see the ‘beach’. 

LKS2: Capacity – The amount an object can hold. 

UKS2: Legacy - (In history lessons) something that is passed down from previous generations, such as memories or 

knowledge. 

Culture – Culture is a pattern of behaviour shared by society, or a group of people. Many different things make up society’s 

culture. These things include food, language, clothing, tools, music, art, customs, beliefs and religion. 

 

 

Time Puzzle 

 

 

General Notices 

 

Family Support & Welfare 

Sleep 

Getting enough sleep has a powerful impact on children’s behaviour and concentration but sometimes it is difficult to get them 

into a good bedtime routine. 
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Take a look at the poster on Class Dojo which gives some great tips on bedtime. 

Also don’t forget that we have some information about night time routines and checklists on the Family Support Page of our 

website to support you with this. 

 

Online Safety – Being Internet Smart   

Talk to someone about online safety 
 
Whether you want to set up parental controls, adjust privacy settings or get advice on social networks, experts from the free 
O2 & NSPCC helpline are there to help. 
 
0808 800 5002 
 
 
Explore sites and apps together 
 
Talk about what might be OK for children of different ages. Ask your child what sites or apps they like. Write a list, and look at 
them together. 
 
Be positive about what you see, but also be open about concerns you have: "I think this site's really good" or "I'm a little worried 
about things I've seen here". 
 
Talk to your child about what you think is appropriate – but also involve them in the conversation. Ask what they think is OK 
for children of different ages – they'll feel involved in the decision-making. 
 
Be aware that your child might talk about friends who use apps or visit sites that you've decided aren't suitable. Be ready to 
discuss your reasons, but recognise that they may not agree with you. Listen carefully for the reasons why. 
 
Go through a final list of sites you both agree are OK, and work out when you'll next discuss it. 
 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time) 

 
 

Tuesday 13 July 2021 The Outdoor Activity Adventure Day  

Wednesday 14 July 2021 Ryecroft Seaside day  

Wednesday 14 July 2021 Uniform Shop – 3.15pm  

Thursday 15 July 2021 Year 6 Prom  

Friday 16 July 2021 School Fayre (Pupils Only)  

Monday 19 July  Take Over Day  

Wednesday 21 July 2021 Year 6 Leavers assembly 

Thursday 22 July  100% Attendance Rewards Afternoon  

Thursday 22 July Rebellious Ryecroft Day & Soak the Staff   

Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes – Usual school finish time 

Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5 

Monday 6 September 2021 CPD Day 1 

Tuesday 7 September 2021 CPD Day 2 

Wednesday 8 September 2021 Academy Opens for new Academic year 

Friday 22 October 2021 CPD Day 3 
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Thursday 17 March 2022 CPD Day 4 

Wednesday 29 June 2022 CPD Day 5 

 
Helen Townsley 

Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson 

 
 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

