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10 May 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

I hope you have had a lovely week.  This week in school children engaged in Number Day and the purpose of this was to raise 

money for the NSPCC. Further to this, it enabled our children to have fun with numbers and promote a ‘can do’ attitude to 

mathematics.  Children got to understand the work on the NSPCC as a charitable organisation and how they help to support 

children and young people.  Our hope in taking part in such events is that our children feel motivated and proud to make a 

difference to the community and society.  It was great to see them having so much fun in their mathematics learning too!  

There was certainly an interesting array of moustache’s and football shirts in school too!  Many thanks to Mrs Brodrick for 

organising this and to families for making a great effort with their number outfits. Through this event, we were successful in 

raising £107.00. Thank you to all our families for your kind donations. 

I always feel disappointed when I have to use my newsletter to address matters of concern rather than just being able to 

celebrate the great things that our children do.  As a school we have ‘community’ as a central pillar of our values and character.  

I am proud of the generosity and kindness that the children show to our neighbours for example.  I do, however, feel this is 

somewhat undone by the constant and flagrant lack of respect that is shown by a minority of parents / carers who park and 

drive in ways that are unsafe and inconsiderate.  In a previous newsletter I have named children and young people who I have 

known personally in my teaching career who have been killed as a result of road traffic accidents and unsafe driving and I 

am astonished that for some parents / carers, this hasn’t caused them to alter their choices.  Before coming to the 

neighbours, you are increasing the risk for your own children, the children of other families at the school as well as our local 

community.  

In this last phase of time we have had a neighbour verbally abused in a dreadful manner when she spoke to a parent / carer 

about them parking in a clearly marked disabled bay.  This is entirely unacceptable and it caused great upset and stress.  We 

have been sent photographs of illegal and unsafe parking which we will forward to the Police.   

If you choose to park on the pavement you are reducing safe space on the pavement for all pedestrians.  This is particularly 

unsafe for little ones in buggies and wheel chair users, often causing them to need to go onto the road.  We are working really 

hard to make the school site a beautiful place for your children yet some parents / carers continuously destroy the grass verges 

for our community.   I know we are not blessed with a site where there is easy and convenient road access but we must not 

continue to drive and park in the manner that is too frequently seen. Thank you to the significant number of parents / carers 

to whom this does not apply and who are always considerate to our community.   

As an academy we are proud to be affiliated with the Leeds Rhino Foundation as they provide great support to the school 

which is inclusive of high quality PE and Sports science teaching.  This is currently enjoyed by some of our KS1 children. We 

have also benefited from the fantastic Nicola Booth, who is delivering a Leeds Rhinos Dance club for our UKS2 children.  

Furthermore, Leeds Rhinos also co-ordinate our local offer in terms of inter-school sport competitions, which we hope can 

resume in the near future.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Leeds Rhinos for this excellent partnership.   

As a school we place great emphasis on exercise, sport and health and I can’t wait to tell you about a visitor who will be virtually 

meeting with our Key Stage 2 children in May.  Jason Robinson OBE, an international rugby player with 51 caps for England, is 

going to talk to our children about his career and the importance of exercise and health!  This is such a fantastic and inspiring 

opportunity for our children and we know they will gain a great deal from it.  

Have a lovely week. 

Mrs Helen Townsley  
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Captains café 

 

Recent Events  

 

Number day  Friday 7 May 2021 

The children enjoyed taking part in number day. They all took part in Buddy's key challenge and solved Maths puzzles to find 

the pieces of Buddy's key so they could find his secret hiding place. Thank you for helping your children to dress up and for 

your generous contributions.  Here are some photos from the day. 
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Future Events  

Denim for dementia Day  

 

On the 21 May 2021 we are supporting Alzheimer’s Society Denim for Dementia day!  We are asking 

that the children come to school wearing denim and bring an optional donation of £1, the more denim 

the better! 

 

 

Supporting your child with Learning 

 

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children. 

EYFS: Character - A person in a story.  

KS1: Bank – A heap, mass or mound. 

LKS2: Urban – A characteristic of a town / city. 

UKS2: Compare – Find Similarities between two things. 

           Contrast – Find differences between two things. 
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 Maths / English Puzzle 

 

 

General Notices 

Our response to the parental survey 

Thank you for completing the parental survey as your children returned to school. We have spent time looking through your 
responses and would like to make you aware of some additional lessons we will be delivering to complement and support our 
well established PSHE curriculum and therapeutic support approach within school. 

Curriculum approach 

We have added extra lessons into our PSHE curriculum for the summer term to cover anger and anxiety/ worries as these were 
highlighted as the main areas you felt children needed more support to cope with. Mrs Brodrick our PSHE lead has worked 
closely with Mrs Schmidt, our Counsellor to plan as series of lessons for KS1 and KS2 looking at what anger and anxiety feels 
like and how children can recognise that feeling followed by approaches they can use to calm and control these emotions. 

Therapeutic Support  

When an adult notices that a child is having difficulties with managing their emotions, we are able to offer one-to-one 
counselling, or group work. In our Wellbeing groups, children learn how to manage a range of emotions. The groups are mainly 
for those who would benefit from being part of a small group as they learn together, which can boost self-esteem and help 
them to know they are not alone in their feelings. The Understanding Emotions group is structured to help children to identify 
their own feelings and make links between where they are coming from, how these feelings manifest and the actions that then 
happen consequently. Lastly, children learn skills to help them manage these emotions, such as breathing techniques to calm 
anxiety.  

Sometimes it is more appropriate for a child to attend one-to–one counselling with Mrs Schmidt. Mrs Schmidt is an Integrative 
counsellor, which means that she supports children mainly through person-centred style counselling, but she also draws on 
techniques from a range of approaches. This might include Talking Therapy, the use of play in therapy, elements of Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy and the use of a range of creative resources. When brought together, the support is bespoke for each 
individual and helps children to safely explore and understand their, often overwhelming feelings, getting to the root of these. 
Then once they are ready, they can also learn skills and be supported to make a plan which will help their individual difficulties.  
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Family Support & Welfare 

 
Active Listening 

Active listening is a great tip for keeping our children talking. 

When your child is talking to you, try telling them what you think their words mean. If you are right, your child will feel 

understood. 

If you are wrong, they will tell you what they are actually feeling. 

Either way, they will probably want to keep talking to you, helping you feel closer to each other. 

Take a look at the ‘Active Listening’ worksheet on Class Dojo, which is taken from our Parent Gym Parenting Workshop, to see 

how it works. 

 

 

Online Safety – Being Internet Smart   

Online forums and social media 
 

1. In the same way that you teach a young child to not talk to or go with strangers, the very same thing applies to the 
Internet and it is not a difficult message to get across to any age of the child. 

2. Explain to older children that they must only speak to people they have actually met on accounts such as Facebook. 
3. Check their social media accounts and if you see any “friends” that you do not know ask your child about that 

individual. 
4. Educate your child to not have secrets and to be suspicious of people contacting them online that they do not know. 

A myth surrounding online predators is that they pose as children. Yes, some do, but often if their aim is to meet up 
with your child they lie about their age and on average say that they are five years younger than they actually are. 

5. Online predators are often overly polite and complimentary. They are looking to target a vulnerable child who can be 
easily groomed. Once again, educate your child. 

6. Report any suspicious activity to police. If you do nothing then while you may have protected your child, the offender 
will simply move on to the next child. 

 
 
 
 

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
Super Star  

Friendly Frogs                      Charlie 

Happy Hedgehogs                       Ralphy 

Respectful Robins Layla 

Loyal Lapwings Frank 

Honest Hawthorns Eva-Pearl 

Fair-Minded Firs Philip 

Self-Believing Sycamores Laurie 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time) 

 
 

Friday 21 May 2021 Denim for Dementia Day  

Wednesday 26 May 2021 Parent Information Evening  

Friday 28 May 2021 Academy Closes  

Monday 7 June 2021 Academy Opens  

Wednesday 26 June 2021 Construction Careers talk – UKS2  

Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes 

Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5 

 
Helen Townsley 

Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson 

Compassionate Chestnuts L’Nie 

Wise Willows Casey 

Resilient Rowans                       Poppy 

Persevering Poplars Theo 

Empathetic Elders Alfie  

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

