
  
 
Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH 
Principal: Helen Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe 

 

 

 

 
 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 
T 0113 733 0129 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  
W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk   

Chief Executive Officer: Sir John Townsley BA (Hons) NPQH 

. 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I am writing to you in preparation for returning to school on Monday 8 March.  We cannot wait to welcome all of 
our children and families back to school.   
 
If you could please ensure that you have read Mr McCarthy’s letter sent on the 25 February 2021.  This is located 
on the school story page of our DoJo platform and also on the Coronavirus updates page on our academy website.  
As is always the case, we welcome you getting in touch if you have any questions.   
 
Branches 
I am delighted to inform you that we are in a positon to open ‘Branches’, our wrap around care provision, from 
Monday 8 March and this will be at our usual times, from 7.30 am in the morning and up until 6.00 pm in an evening.  
Similarly, our breakfast club will also be open for our eligible children from 8.00 am.  As was the case, prior to the 
recent lockdown, the provision will be based in the assembly hall and there will be designated and separate areas 
enabling children to remain in their cohort bubbles.  If your child is booked in to use this provision, please can you 
bring your child to the door at the back of the dining room, thank you.   
 
Arrival and Departure Routines 
We have looked at our arrival / departure routes and staggers in light of all children returning.  I know that you will 
fully appreciate that we are juggling a number of variables with both COVID measures and the capital development 
project to consider.  Unfortunately, the capital development project means that the pathway that is adjacent to 
the sports hall will be closed from Monday 8 March as renovations to the Sports Hall begin.  The closure of the 
path will mean that movement between playgrounds will be via Stonebridge Grove. 
 
We fully respect your challenges and commitments as our parents and carers and we put the safety of our children 
and our consideration of you at the forefront of our planning.  All changes outlined are to be implemented from 
Monday 8 March.   
 
Early Years and Foundation Stage  
Start and finish times remain as they currently are.  We would ask that you drop your older children first before 
taking your little ones around to Early Years and Foundation Stage.  As a reminder, school begins at 8.45 am for 
EYFS (Nursery and Reception classes) and the gates will continue to open at 8.40 am.  EYFS families will continue to 
enter via the back/top gate.  Early years will continue to finish at 3.10 pm. 
 
Key Stage 1 
In order to help families, we are confident that we can safely move the start time back to 8.45 am for Key Stage 1 
(Years 1 and 2) whilst still maintaining bubble groups as far as possible.  I hope this is helpful to our families.  The 
entry routes will remain as they currently are with the Honest Hawthorns class using the small loop to go into the 
first classroom on the right (Mrs Hirst’s classroom).  The other two classes will continue to say goodbye to their 
parent / carer before the playground gate and line up with their teachers and school adults on the front playground.  
School staff will ensure they are positioned at the appropriate side of the playground.  Key Stage 1 will continue to 
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finish school at 3.25 pm.  This will continue to support parents / carers who are collecting children in different key 
stages and it will ensure there is not a mixing of bubbles.   
 
Lower Key Stage 2 
Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) will continue to start at 8.45 am.  They do not need to line up and can go straight 
into school and to their classrooms using the Captain’s Café door.  Parents and carers are politely asked not to come 
onto the school playground with them.  They will be greeted by school staff on duty.  Lower Key Stage 2 will continue 
to finish school at 3.15 pm and can be collected from the front playground.   
 
Upper Key Stage 2 
To enable distancing as much as possible and maintenance (as far as possible) of bubble groups, Upper Key Stage 2 
(Years 5 and 6) will enter school via the back / top gate from the 8 March (near to the family hub/ bungalow) for 
an 8.45 am start.  The internal gate will be open to allow the children to have access onto the top/ back playground.  
The children will walk around the back of school and enter via the door adjacent to the central staircase.  The school 
day will finish at 3.15 pm for Upper Key Stage 2 and children who do not have parental permission to walk home 
can be collected from the top/back playground via the back gate. 
 
We understand that a number of you have children in different year groups and so please don’t worry if this causes 
you to be a little late in moving from one part of school to another.  We all have to work together at the moment 
and we will always act to be understanding and supportive.  We will share videos on the routes using our DoJo 
platform to help you and there will be several members of staff on duty to guide you and your children.  Both school 
gates will be opened at 8.40 am.  Please do remember to wear your masks as adults on site and maintain 2 metre 
distance as far as you can.  In addition, only one parent / carer should bring children to school currently.   
 
Testing 
As you will know from Mr McCarthy’s letter, our staff will continue to test themselves at home on a ‘twice per week’ 
basis.  I wanted to let you know that on Sunday 28 February, the Department of Health and Social Care announced 
that households with primary school, secondary school and college age children, including childcare and support 
bubbles, can test themselves twice each week.  Schools are unable to give out test kits but the government has said 
that letters containing advice on where to access testing will be made available for schools to share with parents 
shortly.  We encourage participation in this testing program as we feel it helps to keep yourselves, your children, 
other children and staff in school and also the wider community safer.    
 
Many thanks for your ongoing support.  We are delighted to welcome our children and families back to school from 
Monday 8 March.     
 
Kind regards 
 

Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 

    

 

 


