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8 March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Thank you very much for all of your engagement in World Book Day and STEM week.  I am proud that, as a community, we 

have continued to engage in such events so positively and in spite of lockdown.  It is my belief that doing so is important for 

our children.  Please do enjoy reading about World Book Day and looking at the photographs below.   

COVID has meant that we have had to change a number of our planned approaches in school and I am proud of my team 

because I feel that rather than simply not doing something, they have proactively sought a way of doing things differently.  As 

one example, as we have in previous years, we hoped to host a family cooking session using the food technology rooms at The 

Farnley Academy.  This, of course has not been possible but instead, Miss Leyland-Brown has led the creation of cooking videos, 

which have been uploaded to our website for all families to access and enjoy.  You can see Miss Warren, Miss Rozycki and Miss 

Leyland-Brown share and prepare a favourite recipe. These can be located under the parent menu and in the healthy eating 

section.   

 

I would like to thank you for your support so far with our ‘Sustainability Shop’ initiative led by Sue Hawkshaw.  Recycling and 

reusing is always such a positive thing to do and we have pre-loved items including uniform, toys and World Book 

Day/Halloween costumes.  Please search on Facebook for ‘Ryecroft Sustainability Shop’ to join the page and see what is 

available.   Thank you for the lovely feedback we have had from you so far relating to this.  

Have a lovely week. 

Mrs Helen Townsley  

Principal 

Recent Events 

World Book Day Thursday 4 March 2021 

Thank you for your participation in World Book Day last week. Here are just a few photos from home and school. It is such a 

shame that we could not all be together for this event this year, but the most important thing is that we celebrate books and 

reading. Even if we are locked down in our own homes, we can escape to different places and times through the power of 
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books!  We will try to arrange some author visits as soon as this is possible - I know this is always a favourite part of World 

Book Day 

 

If your child was home learning last week, you should have received a World Book Day £1 voucher through Dojo, from your 

child's class teacher. If you did not, or are unable to access this, we have physical vouchers in school too. All teachers have 

enough to give your child a paper version of this, so please just ask.  Children who were attending school last week received 

their vouchers on World Book Day.   

To find booksellers where you can use the voucher, go to the World Book Day website: 

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/participating-stores/ 

 

Happy Reading! 

      

         

       

 

 

 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/participating-stores/
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Engagement Prize Winners 

I am pleased to be able to announce the winners of our engagement prizes for last week: 

100% Engagement in Home learning Raffle: 

Winner - Emily (Lapwings) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points. 

Runners Up - Noah (Hedgehogs), Jacob C (Firs), Alex (Sycamores), Ethan (Rowans) and De Paul (Poplars) will all receive 20 

dojo points. 

100% Engagement in School Learning Raffle: 

Winner – Bobby B (Chestnuts) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points. 

Runners Up - Ralphy (Hedgehogs), Jacob (Robins), Joshua (Hawthorns), Darcy (Chestnuts) and Kendra (Rowans) will all 

receive 20 dojo points. 

Special Effort Prize: 

Anisia (Hawthorns) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points for her amazing work on the STEM week challenges.  

 

Have a great week everyone! 

 

Supporting your child with Learning 

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children. 

EYFS: 2D shape – A shape that has sides and corners and are completely flat. 

           3D shape – A shape which has three dimensions, length, width, and depth, these are solid shapes. 

KS1:  Asteroid – small or large rocks that float around in space. 

LKS2: Wary - Feeling or showing caution about possible dangers or problems. 

UKS2: An Active Volcano – A volcano that has had a least one eruption during the last 10,000 years. 

            An Extinct Volcano – A Volcano that has not erupted during the last 10,000 years and is not expected to erupt again 

            in the next 10,000 years.  

            A Dormant Volcano – An active volcano that is not erupting now, but may erupt again in the future.      

 

Maths / English Puzzle 
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General Notices 

PE Kit  

Please note that KS1 and KS2 pupils are to arrive in full school uniform and to get changed at school for PE. 

A polite reminder that the PE Kit will need to follow the regular policy as listed below: 

 Plain white t-shirt. 

 Plain blue shorts. Blue tracksuit bottoms or blue leggings will be allowed as PE will mostly take place outside this term. 

 Jumpers will be allowed to be worn when it is cold, and coats may be worn to and from PE. 

 Trainers or pumps – pumps are not ideal for outdoor PE; therefore, trainers are desirable.  

 Long hair must be tied up with a bobble. Jojo bows are not allowed.  

 Plasters- If your child has studs in their ears that cannot be removed . Hoop earrings are not to be worn. 

 

School Games Week 

West Yorkshire School Games Week is running between Monday 15 March to Friday 19 March. There will be opportunities to 

join daily physical challenges, cross-curricular activities, and enter creative competitions. The physical activities will be led at 

lunchtimes during the school day, and they will also be posted on class dojo so pupils and family members can also get involved 

at home. The School Games provides young people with the opportunity to compete and achieve their Personal Best; this 

includes competing against oneself and others to improve personal performances whilst leading an active and healthy life. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing. 

This second lockdown may seem tougher than the first. We are all ready for this to be over and the time of year makes it feel 
much more difficult to be inside, but there is hope. We are heading to lighter, brighter days. Every day that passes, we are 
getting closer. If you are struggling with your mental health or want some tips on helping your children, have a look at the 
Every Mind Matters website. You can make yourself a Mind plan to take care of your mental health, or read about specific 
difficulties like anxiety or loneliness. There is a section for supporting children during this time and links to numbers for 
additional support.  

Why not try a mini thankfulness meditation? Close your eyes and take a couple of deep breaths. Bring to mind three things 
that you are thankful for today. Try to keep the things small. Such as being thankful for a delicious dinner, a call with a friend, 
or getting a walk in the fresh air. Good things that are there, even when times are hard. You can try this with your children too 
and ask them what they are thankful for. It can help to bring a moment of calm and focusing on positives can lift your mood.  

Please do keep in touch if you have any worries about your child’s mental health. If your child has experienced a bereavement, 
please do let us know so that we can support.  

Sarah Schmidt, Counsellor and Wellbeing Worker 

 
Family Support & Welfare 
Although our children have now returned to school we still have lots of help and advice in relation to family support services 

including money concerns, debt management, housing support & mental health support on our website via the link below: 

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/parents/family-support/#usefulNumbers 

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/parents/family-support/#usefulNumbers
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If you are worried that your child is struggling with something specific, like anxiety or angry feelings, take a look at our ‘Support 

your Child’s Welfare’ page on our website. It has lots of links and videos that can be really useful tools to support our children. 

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/support-your-childs-welfare/ 

I Care… 

We expect the special people in our lives to know certain things about us – our favourite food, our pet hates, the name of our 

best friend.  

Our children are no different. So if we want them to feel loved, we need to know their world inside and out. Why not get your 

child to write a quiz for you to do all about them?  

Take a look at the attached ‘I Care’ Quiz on Class Dojo and give it a go… 

Did you know? 

Research has found that the average parents gives 17 commands every 30 minutes and that parents who give more commands 

have children who are more likely to develop behaviour problems. 

Take a look at these 10 Top Tips to help your child follow your instructions: 

1. Explain what you want from them in advance, at a moment when you are calm and they are calm. 

2. Come down to their level and make eye contact. 

3. Ask them how they think it could be done or give them some choices, but make sure the choices are all options that 

you can live with. 

4. Check their understanding by getting them to tell you what they need to do. 

5. Give one instruction at a time. 

6. Use ‘do’ not ‘don’t’. 

7. Make it a game! 

8. Be realistic in what you ask children to do. 

9. Wait and give them a chance to do what you’ve asked – don’t ask again. 

10. Praise their effort, not ability, for every step in the right direction. 

 

Reward Charts 

We talk about how reward charts work really well for our children... how about one for us parents?   

Take a look at the Parent Reward Chart on Class Dojo…What will your reward be?  
 

Online Safety – Being Internet Smart  - Week 17 

Did you know…. A study by Cox Communications in conjunction with the Centre for Missing and Exploited Children found that 
51 per cent of parents do not have safety software on their computers, 57 per cent did not know common instant messaging 
abbreviations, but 61 per cent allow their children to participate in online chats within chat rooms and Internet messaging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
Role Model 

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/support-your-childs-welfare/
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Diary Dates to 

Remember 
(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time) 

 
 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Academy closes for Easter 

Monday 19 April 2021 Academy Opens 

Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes 

Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5 

 
Helen Townsley 

Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly Frogs                      Pharrell 

Happy Hedgehogs                     Ralphy 

Respectful Robins Chloe 

Loyal Lapwings Lucy 

Honest Hawthorns Fayth 

Fair-Minded Firs William 

Self-Believing Sycamores Ruby 

Compassionate Chestnuts Bobby 

Wise Willows Evie 

Resilient Rowans Kendra 

Persevering Poplars Lucas 

Empathetic Elders Olivier 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

