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22 March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Can I please take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for wearing masks on our school premises. Your support is really 

appreciated, and I am pleased that there is an understanding of the need to be considerate of those who are more vulnerable 

or are connected to those who are at a higher level of risk.  In addition to this, so many families put so much effort into 

supporting their child through the period of home learning.  This was not an easy time and you will have had to balance many 

priorities but you did a brilliant job in supporting your child’s learning.  

Could I politely request that parents and carers who are collecting children from the top playground (adjacent to the family 

hub bungalow) come up on to the playground so that you can distance properly.  Most parents are remaining on the slope and 

this is resulting in distancing being difficult.  In addition, please keep your younger children with you and under your close 

supervision. 

 

It felt really positive to be able to return to having Captain’s Café in school this week.  I do hope you enjoy looking at the 

celebratory photographs below.   

When you completed the parent questionnaire earlier in the year, some parents expressed a desire to know more about the 

curriculum.  At the time, I explained some of the curriculum information that is detailed on our website.  I also let you know 

that this was something we were continuing to develop.  I wanted to take this opportunity to update you and let you know 

that we have now launched a Sport Science and PE page and a PHSE page.  I hope you enjoy looking at our curriculum and 

teaching approaches in these areas.  Coming next is a STEM page and a curriculum intent page, which will explain our approach 

to all other curriculum areas.   

I would like to thank families for their brilliant support of our Ryecroft Sustainability Shop.  Parental engagement in this has 

been excellent and we really value this.  If you haven’t yet had chance to join, please search on Facebook for ‘Ryecroft 

Sustainability Shop’ and complete the questionnaire to join.   

We are delighted to be able to share with you the finalised design for our Companionship and Conservation garden.  This is the 

excellent work of Macey, Zach, Ava and Harry with support from Michelle Baxter from our professional team.  Please join me 

for thanking the team for their excellent work.  I hope you enjoy looking at their brilliant design.   

Have a lovely week. 

Mrs Helen Townsley  

Principal 
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Captains Café 

     

     

Recent Events  

 

Red Nose Day 2021 

Thank you for your generous donations and participation in Red Nose day 2021.  

 

Future Events  

 

We’re taking part in NSPCC Number Day!  

We are delighted to be supporting the NSPCC by taking part in Number Day on Friday 7 May 2021.     

Everything the NSPCC does protects children today and prevents abuse tomorrow. 

The NSPCC needs our support more than ever. By raising money, we can help to fund their vital services such as Childline – the 

helpline that’s always there for children and young people whatever their problem or concern. 

On average, a child contacts Childline every 25 seconds 

Making maths meaningful 

Number Day is a great way to make maths fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude towards it.  

 We are taking on Buddy’s Key Challenge in our classes. We are working to solve exciting maths puzzles in our class 
bubbles, against the clock with Buddy, the ‘Speak out. Stay safe’ mascot.  

 We are having a fun day of maths activities and we will be taking part in Dress up for Digits.  Pupils are asked to wear 
an item of clothing with a number on it (football shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a onesie!).  Or get even more creative 
by dressing in a maths or numbers theme. To help raise money for the NSPCC, we are asking for a voluntary donation 
to be brought to school on this day 
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It all adds up 

We’re really looking forward to all the fun of Number Day, and we really appreciate your support. All the money we raise will 

make an enormous difference to children today and help NSPCC prevent abuse be there for children. 

Thank you 

You can find out more about the NSPCC’s work at nspcc.org.uk 

To find out more about keeping children safe online, visit nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety  

 
Supporting your child with Learning 

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children. 

EYFS: Spring – The season after Winter and before Summer. A time where animals and plants grow. 

KS1:   

LKS2: Evaporation - The process by which water changes from a liquid to a gas or vapor. 

 

 

UKS2: Circulatory System: The system that circulates blood through the body. 

            Blood vessels: A tubular structure carrying blood through the tissues and organs; a vein, artery or capillary. 

            

 Maths / English Puzzle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Notices 

 

Welcome to the Friends of Ryecroft! 

I am pleased to be writing to you to introduce you to our new Friends of 

Ryecroft Group that we are setting up in the summer term!  The group will 

form an integral part of our team at Ryecroft, and I am looking for 

volunteers to support the school to improve our family and community 

opportunities and also raise funds for exciting projects and events for our children to enjoy.  Please look out for a letter 

coming home with your child! 
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Rolling times table videos 

Ryecroft's very own rolling times table chants are now on the website for you to enjoy and practise at home. A special thank 

you to all the children who starred in the videos.  Chanting times tables like this is an excellent way to increase fluency and 

enjoyment with maths.  

 

Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) consultation 

Please take some time to read our draft RSHE Policy on the website and complete the survey with your comments. We will 

take all comments into consideration before finalising the policy. If you would like to speak to someone regarding this draft 

policy, please ask to speak to Mrs Brodrick. 

 
Family Support & Welfare 
 
Food on Our Doorstep – FOOD 

Family Action have launched Food on Our Doorstep (FOOD) clubs to provide good-quality food at a low cost, while also reducing 

food waste. 

It costs just £1 a year for a family to become a member. 

Once you have joined you can purchase a bag of tasty food items every week worth approx. £10-£15 for just £3.50! 

To become a member you must live or work within 15 minutes of a club. 

Please see our post on Class Dojo or go to the Family Action Website https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-

families/food-club/ for more information on how to become a member. 

 

Bounce Back – Increasing our children’s confidence 

A great way to build our children’s confidence is to notice the things that they’re good at and give them opportunities to use 

these skills.  

This helps them recognise that they have abilities that are useful to themselves and others, which gives them a strong sense 

of self-worth. 

 

Have a look at the information sheet on Class Dojo, which shows some examples of strengths that your child might have and 

ways that you can encourage them to put them to use. 

Absence Reporting 

Please ensure that all pupil absences are reported to school before 08:45am by calling the school office on 0113 7330129 and 

selecting option 1. 

 

Farnley Children’s Centre – Free course in LS12 

https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/food-club/
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/food-club/
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Farnley Children’s Centre are running a free short course for you to make a story bag based on a well-loved book with your 

child. Resources will be posted to you on a weekly basis. Please see Class Dojo for more information or go to 

https://leedsadultlearning.co.uk/courses/AE2021FEM077.3950 to apply. 

 

Online Safety – Being Internet Smart   

Did you know….A recent study found that 54 per cent of the children ages 9 to 12 either thought it was safe to meet someone 
online, or were unsure about it. 25 per cent revealed their real names online, and 25 per cent thought it was safe to post their 
address. 
 
 
 

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
Role Model 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates to 
Remember 
(Subject to  

Government Guidelines at the time) 
 
 

Thursday 1 April 2021 EYFS Easter Extravaganza 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Academy closes for Easter 

Monday 19 April 2021 Academy Opens 

Monday 3 May 2021 Academy Closed – May Day  

Tuesday 4 May 2021 Academy Opens  

Friday 7 May 2021 NSPCC Number day  

Friday 28 May 2021 Academy Closes  

Monday 7 June 2021 Academy Opens  

Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes 

Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5 

 
Helen Townsley 

Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson 

Friendly Frogs                       Esme 

Happy Hedgehogs                     Charlie  

Respectful Robins Olivia 

Loyal Lapwings Bentley 

Honest Hawthorns Noah 

Fair-Minded Firs Leo 

Self-Believing Sycamores Harley 

Compassionate Chestnuts Miley-Marie 

Wise Willows Paige 

Resilient Rowans Michael 

Persevering Poplars Summer 

Empathetic Elders Kane 

https://leedsadultlearning.co.uk/courses/AE2021FEM077.3950
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online


 

 

 

6 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 7330129  
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

 


