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15 March 2021
Dear Parent / Carer,

Please compliment your children as they have been fantastic on their return to school this week. They have been excellent at
following our COVID routines and have returned with a brilliant work ethic. As a school, we are really proud of them and it has
been delightful to have them all back with us.

As you know the standard of uniform is important to us as a school, but we do appreciate that there are challenges with getting
school shoes currently. Lockdown means that several school shoe shops are not open and although you can buy on line, this
circumstance means that you cannot measure feet and try shoes on in the normal way. We understand that a number of
children have grown out of their shoes during the lockdown period. With this in mind, we will not be issuing any sanctions for
footwear at this time. We will return to our usual uniform expectations after the Easter holiday. If you could please ensure
your children have footwear that is in line with our uniform policy by that point in time. In the meantime, please do make
sure they are in safe and sensible footwear.

Could | please ask for parental support on a couple of important matters? Firstly, parents have spoken to us about hearing
other parents use obscene and inappropriate language on and near school premises. | understand that this will be a very small
minority but | wanted to take the opportunity to remind parents and carers that as a school, we have a zero tolerance stance
in terms of this sort of conduct. Children, parents and staff all have a right to feel safe and welcome as they are coming onto
and departing from school premises. | am confident that all of us would be upset to know that children have felt intimidated
by this experience. Further to this, | am sure we would all prefer our children not be subject to hearing poor language. It goes
without saying that we should respect that other parents do not want their children to have to endure such an experience.
Secondly, could you please park in a way that puts the safety of our children at the forefront. Poor parking does significantly
increase the risks for families and children. | am eager for us to be respectful to our neighbours as we park also. Thank you
for your support in both matters.

Thank you very much to our parents and carers for completing our school survey. As you know, this is focused on your view of
your children’s welfare and it really helps us to get our support right for children as they settle back into school. We really
respect your views and appreciate the time you have taken to complete this.

Have a lovely week.
Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal

Recent Events

STEM week

Thank you for your participation in STEM week this month! The pupils in school were so enthusiastic about their STEM learning
on the environment and it was great to work with them through the week. Some of our KS1 pupils even helped to tidy up the
school grounds! It has also been great to see all of the contributions from children who were at home during STEM week,
including posters and photos of pupils clearing up their local area. | really hope everyone enjoyed themselves as much as | did.
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Thank you very much also for your fund-raising contributions. So far, we have raised almost £200. Half of this money will go
towards our conservation garden, which is being designed to have a positive impact upon the environment — for example, with
wild flowers that attract bees and areas to grow our own fruit and vegetables. The other half of our money will be donated to
The Woodland Trust - a charity which plants and protects trees in the UK. Trees are an important way for us to reduce harmful
gases and tackle climate change.

Here are some photos of the children contributing in different ways during STEM week.

Mother’s Day 2021

From all at Ryecroft, we hope you enjoyed a relaxing Mother’s Day this weekend! Our usual approach to Mother’s Day would
include our gift shop and opportunities to share the special time in school, however, Covid19 restrictions have prevented us
from doing much of what we would have liked to do for our families. In the coming weeks, we will be sharing with you some
fantastic opportunities to get involved with school life and we will be making plans for onsite gatherings later on this year (if
restrictions are lifted) to celebrate all the important occasions we have had to minimise. We hope that you liked your Mother’s
Day cards from the children and were suitably pampered and looked after this weekend! We look forward to sharing our plans
with you very shortly.

Upcoming Events

Red Nose Day Friday 19 March 2021

Children can come to school wearing non-uniform and bring in a voluntary contribution for Red Nose Day. Last year the school
council suggested that children to paint their noses red rather than buy plastic noses that would end up in landfill. This year
we are pleased to see that the official red noses are plastic free! Children are still welcome to use face paint or make up to
paint their noses red instead of buying the official red noses.
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Numbei

Dey
We are delighted to be supporting the NSPCC by taking part in Number Day on Friday 7 May 2021.

Everything the NSPCC does protects children today and prevents abuse tomorrow.

The NSPCC needs our support more than ever. By raising money, we can help to fund their vital services such as Childline — the
helpline that’s always there for children and young people whatever their problem or concern.

On average, a child contacts Childline every 25 seconds|

Making maths meaningful

We’'re taking part in NSPCC Number Day!

Number Day is a great way to make maths fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude towards it.

e  We are taking on Buddy’s Key Challenge in our classes. We are working to solve exciting maths puzzles in our class
bubbles, against the clock with Buddy, the ‘Speak out. Stay safe’ mascot.

e We are having a fun day of maths activities and we will be taking part in Dress up for Digits. Pupils are asked to wear
an item of clothing with a number on it (football shirt, cap, netball shirt or even a onesie!). Or get even more creative
by dressing in a maths or numbers theme. To help raise money for the NSPCC, we are asking for a voluntary donation
to be brought to school on this day

It all adds up

We're really looking forward to all the fun of Number Day, and we really appreciate your support. All the money we raise will
make an enormous difference to children today and help NSPCC prevent abuse be there for children.

Thank you
You can find out more about the NSPCC’s work at nspcc.org.uk

To find out more about keeping children safe online, visit nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety

Supporting your child with Learning
Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children.
EYFS: Life Cycle — The series of changes in the life of an animal, for example a butterfly or a frog.
KS1: Atmosphere — Gases around the Earth and other planets that are held there by gravity.

LKS2: Precipitation — Any liquid or frozen water that forms in the atmosphere and falls back to the Earth. It comes in many
forms like rain, sleet and snow.

UKS2: Seismology — The branch of science concerned with earthquakes.

Erupt — (of a volcano) become active and eject lava, ash and gases.

3
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW
T 0113 7330129
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk | W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk



Maths / English Puzzle

Use the clues to find the correct clock from the 6 possibilities.

CHALLENGE 1
e | am between 4 o’clock and 6 o’clock.
e | am not a quarter-past time
e My hour is an even number.
e My minute hand is not at number 12.

What time am I?

General Notices

SEND Parent Channel

We are pleased to announce that in the coming days we will be launching our SEND parent channel on class dojo. This will be
a page that all of our parents who have a child on the SEND register will be invited to access. The main purpose of the page will
be for us to get in touch with expert advice around how to support SEND children with a range of needs and in a variety of
ways. It will also be a way for us to communicate about specific events or milestones for our SEND children both in school and
within the local community. Finally, it will be a platform in which you, as parents/carers, are able to get in touch with us
regarding any concerns that you have or to ask for our advice or support. We hope that you find it useful and look forward to
hearing your feedback.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding will always be a high priority within our school. Safeguarding isn't just a duty for adults to be aware of, it is also
about providing children with the skills and knowledge to be able to keep themselves safe from harm.

Thursday 18 March marks Child Exploitation Awareness day. Age related lesson planning and curriculum guidance allows for a
heightened focus on positive friendships and healthy relationships in all key stages, this knowledge will help our children in
their futures to be able to recognise risk and keep themselves safe. If you have any concerns in relation to child exploitation,
please do speak to a member of the safeguarding team.

Further information relating to the prevention of CSE and CCE can be found https://www.nspcc.org.uk
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/

Family Support & Welfare

Settling down for some evening family TV?
What not try turning on the subtitles to help with your child's reading!

Research from a charity called Turn On The Subtitles shows that turning on the subtitles while children are watching television
can double the chances of a child becoming good at reading.

Head to https://turnonthesubtitles.org/ to find out more

We Are Heroes

The final issue of We Are Heroes — Facing Challenges is now on Dojo and the school website. We hope that you have enjoyed
reading this with your children.

If you would like a paper copy of the stories please contact Mrs Hodgkin via the school office.

Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Did you know....A recent study found that 54 per cent of the children ages 9 to 12 either thought it was safe to meet someone
online, or were unsure about it. 25 per cent revealed their real names online, and 25 per cent thought it was safe to post their
address.

PE Kit

Please note that KS1 and KS2 pupils are to arrive in full school uniform and to get changed at school for PE. Lapwings are to
arrive in PE kit and bring school uniform to get changed into after PE.

PE Kit will need to follow the regular policy as listed below:

e  Plain white t-shirt;

e  Plain blue shorts. Blue tracksuit bottoms or blue leggings will be allowed as PE will mostly take place outside this term;
e Jumpers will be allowed to be worn when it is cold, and coats may be worn to and from PE;

e Trainers or pumps — pumps are not ideal for outdoor PE; therefore, trainers are desirable;

e Long hair must be tied up with a bobble. Jojo bows are not allowed;

e  Plasters- If your child has studs in their ears that cannot be removed . Hoop earrings are not to be worn.

School Games Week

West Yorkshire School Games Week is running between Monday 15 March to Friday 19 March. There will be opportunities to
join daily physical challenges, cross-curricular activities, and enter creative competitions. The physical activities will be led at
lunchtimes during the school day, and they will also be posted on class dojo so pupils and family members can also get involved
at home. The School Games provides young people with the opportunity to compete and achieve their Personal Best; this
includes competing against oneself and others to improve personal performances whilst leading an active and healthy life.
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Rugby League recruitment

=
3 LAUNGCHING o .
L ‘*’— ,;* Farnley Falcons rugby league junior club are looking for new
UNDER11S - YEARS5 & 6 " players to join. No experience necessary. They are looking for
' > CONTACT STEVEN - 07455 152323 o
£ players from school years 1-6.

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED A Training starts on Tuesday 30 March 6:30pm.

— r . E
o TRAINING = — . .
| ST ARTINTUESDAY A M, More information can be found at https://farnleyfalcons.co.uk/.

30TH MARCH 1830 £oe @ You can also find them on twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
THEN EVERY TUESDAY 1830 »

THE NEST - BUTT LANE - LEEDS - LS12 58D

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Role Model
Friendly Frogs Remi
Happy Hedgehogs Mollie-Rose
Respectful Robins Chester
Loyal Lapwings Stephanie
Honest Hawthorns Lya
Fair-Minded Firs Lena
Self-Believing Sycamores Dylan
Compassionate Chestnuts Ray
Wise Willows Bradley
Resilient Rowans Jamie-Leigh
Persevering Poplars Riley
Empathetic Elders Harry-James
Diary Dates to
Remember

(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time)

Thursday 1 April 2021 Academy closes for Easter
Monday 19 April 2021 Academy Opens
Friday 19 March 2021 Red nose Day
Friday 7 May 2021 NSPCC Number day
Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes
Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5
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https://farnleyfalcons.co.uk/

Helen Townsley
Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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