%a'e RYECROFT
"i'. ACADEMY

Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Helen Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe

1 March 2021
Dear Parent / Carer,

This is an exciting week at Ryecroft Academy with both STEM week activities and World Book Day activities. Please do look at
the details below as outlined by Mrs Marshall and Miss Smith. We hope your children really enjoy engaging in these events
with enthusiasm.

| often take the opportunity in the newsletter to tell you about useful and helpful information that is collated on our academy
website. It feels pertinent at this stage, as the roadmap out of lockdown has been shared by the government, to draw your
attention to our extra-curricular page. This is because it details information and contact details about sporting clubs and
opportunities in our locality. As grass root sport is safely reintroduced, we would encourage our families to look into activities
for your children, which are positive for their health both in terms of exercise and the opportunity to enjoy the friendship and
camaraderie associated with high quality sports participation. Please see below how the thumbnails for different activities
appear on our website. If you click on the thumbnail, it will take you through to a text box, giving ‘local club’ information. |
have included a ‘snip’ of the gymnastics information as an example for you.

Sporting and Physical Activity Club Links
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Athletics Basketball Climbing Cricket Dancing
Gymnastics i
Al
Gym Magic
Variety of classes available from ages 1 to 10 years. : g
Tel: 0113 257 2333 Football Gymnastics Hockey Martial Arts Netball

Email: info@gymmagic.co.uk
https://www.gymmagic.co.uk/classes.php

Leeds Esprit Gymnastics Club

Gymnastic classes for boys and girls aged 5-16 years.
Tel: 07917711405

Email: info@leedsesprit.com
https://www.leedsesprit.com/

Outdoor Activity Rugby Swimming Tennis P
Centres —

Remaining on the health and exercise theme, we wanted to let you know that as soon as we return to school, we will be eagerly
recruiting our GORSE Gets Healthy reps. This is a really positive and exciting leadership opportunity for our pupils and | know
we will receive some very impressive applications from our wonderful, diligent and talented cohort of pupils.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Amanda Rozycki who has produced all of the fantastic GORSE Gets Healthy
newsletters. | know that the staff team at school feel that the content of the letters really supports their welfare and we do
hope that this is also the case for you and your family. Connected to this, | would also like to raise your awareness of the
brilliant support we get from the trust Director of PE and Health, Miss Cheryl Rhodes. Her work has such a notable and positive
impact at Ryecroft and | know you will want to join me in thanking her for all of her excellent contributions and support.
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As Mr McCarthy outlined in his letter dated 25 February 2021, | will be writing to you this week to give you more information
about the return to school of all pupils on 8 March. We cannot wait to see all of the children. We will share our updated risk
assessment with you via our academy website, but | wanted to ensure you are aware of the changes that have been made in
relation to the Capital Development project. In terms of this, | have already communicated the changes to arrival and departure
routines to you. Please do get in touch if you have any questions about this.

The contractors COVID and risk assessment planning and implementation is checked rigorously by our trust Health and Safety
team as well as independent auditors and the project management company (David Yeadon Ltd) we use. There is complete
separation between the contractors’ areas of school and the areas occupied by pupils and school staff. In addition to the
changed arrival and departure routines and staggered times, please see below a summary of the further key changes to our
control measures:

e The withdrawal room for a person showing symptoms has moved from the family hub to the CPD room.

e [f the person in the CPD room needs to use the bathroom, the toilet in the Reception area has been allocated.

e The CPD room and toilet will be locked after use in the event of being used for withdrawal purposes and signage will
also indicate these areas are out of use until the deep clean of these areas has taken place.

e  Branches wrap around provision was reviewed once again on 22 February and this will be in place from 8 March.

e The staffroom has moved to the Principal’s office and a maximum of 4 colleagues (distancing at 3 metres) are allowed
to use this at any given time.

e  KS1 children will use a set of toilets in the KS1 area (there is complete separation from the contractors) and a set of
staff toilets have been assigned for use of KS1 children. (The lock is of a design which means children cannot lock
themselves in by mistake.)

e Thereis a 72-hour quarantine procedure in place for books that colleagues need to look at for appraisal purposes and
appropriate hygiene procedures are in place.

All of the above will be incorporated into our risk assessment update, as well as changes required to adhere to the updated
guidance for schools from the government in preparation for 8 March.

Finally, | wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for the useful feedback you have given us, as part of our monitoring
approach, about remote learning. You raised some highly valid points and we have responded to this thoroughly. Please visit
either the ‘Coronavirus Updates’ page on our website or the ‘Parent and Carer Survey Results’ thumbnail and you will be able
to locate our ‘Remote Learning Feedback’ document. This outlines the brilliant impact you have had as parents and carers and
we appreciate and respect your views.

Have a lovely week.
Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal

Events taking place this week

A

STEM week Monday 1 March — Sunday 7 March 2021 URELIN GORSE
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This week is STEM week at Ryecroft! Our theme is ‘Our Impact on the Environment’ and we are setting five challenges for
pupils to complete, which will help them to have a positive impact upon the environment. The challenges are ¢ Help your family
to recycle. « Complete a litter pick in your local area. » Have a meat-free day. ® Reduce your electricity usage. ® Plant some
bee-friendly plants. Pupils can also come up with their own ideas if they would like! There will be further information posted
on Class Dojo through the week. We are also encouraging pupils to fundraise £2 for every challenge they complete, and this
will be shared between the Woodland Trust and our own Conservation and Community Garden at Ryecroft!

WORLD BOOK DAY—Thursday 4 March

9
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World Book Day will be different from usual this year. The WBD £1 voucher will still be sent out, but this year’s voucher is
virtual. You will receive yours via Dojo, whether you are remote learning or attending school. There are several different
ways to get involved as a school —choose whichever you prefer, send a picture to your class teacher and win some Dojo
points!

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

- DRESS UP: Dress up as a favourite character from a book and take a picture.
- EXTREME READING: Take a picture of yourself reading somewhere unusual or balanced in a
funny position!
- ARTY CHALLENGE: Draw or paint a favourite character from a book and send in a picture.
- VIDEO EXTRACT: Video yourself reading a few lines from your favourite book and post it to your portfolio.

Have fun!
Your teacher will be planning World Book Day activities to take place on Thursday 4 March too.

We would normally invite authors into school as part of our celebrations, and we hope that this will be possible again during
the summer term.

Recent Events

February Family Five!

Thank you to everyone who took part and uploaded their photos and videos to Class Dojo! It was great to see so many of you
being so active with your families over the half term and it is clear to see how much fun you had! There were many entries,
and you are all winners in that your time was definitely well spent! We have put all the entries into a drawer and the winners
were selected at random!
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The main prize of a family movie night in hamper goes to Rita in Firs, with additional family game prizes, again drawn at random,
going to Jacob in Firs, Angus in Rowans and Wiktor in Willows.

il
FAMILY

MOVIE
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Prizes will be given out in the week commencing 8 of March. Well done everyone! Check out Class Dojo for more engagement
opportunities!

Engagement Prize Winners

I am pleased to be able to announce the winners of our engagement prizes for last week:

100% Engagement in Home learning Raffle:

Winner - Filip (Lapwings) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Emily (Hedgehogs), Noah (Hedgehogs), Casey (Willows), Sienna (Sycamores) and Eva (Elders) will all receive 20
dojo points.

100% Engagement in School Learning Raffle:

Winner — Nikita (Elders) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Theo (Hedgehogs), Eternity (Lapwings), Lya (Hawthorns), Layla (Sycamores) and Gloria (Elders) will all receive 20
dojo points.

Special Effort Prize:
Leighton (Chestnuts) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points for a superb level of effort and engagement in home

learning.

Have a great week everyone!

Attendance prizes.

The attendance prize draws have taken, with the assistance of pupils from Sycamores. Parents of the following pupils have
won the 100% attendance raffle and will each receive a £25 voucher:

Oliver B (Robins)
Colm S ( Willows)
Mia S (Elders)
Angus M (Rowans)

Supporting your child with Learning

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children.
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Nursery / Reception: Growing — When something naturally develops by changing physically or increasing in size.
KS1: Constellation — A group of stars in the sky that form specific patterns from where you see them.

LKS2: Statistics — The collection and analysis of a set of numbers.

UKS2: Lava — Molten Rock emerging as liquid on to the Earth’s surface.

Magnitude Scale — The scale used to measure the size of an earthquake.

Maths / English Puzzle

Times Tables Rockstars Battle of the Bands. Last week, the three Year 5 and 6 classes participated in a Battle of the Bands
competition on Times Tables Rockstars. It was fantastic to see their continued commitment when competing from home and
pupils worked extremely hard! The pupils attending school were equally enthusiastic and made excellent contributions towards
their class totals. The winning class will be announced this week!

General Notices

Ryecroft Sustainability Shop Launch!

Welcome to the Ryecroft Sustainability Shop!

This week sees the launch of the Ryecroft Sustainability Shop, through which we are aiming to increase our recycling and reuse
of a wide range of items, having a positive impact on the environment and sustainability. We hope you will support us in
achieving our target of reusing 200 items before the end of 2021!

The first items to be made available will be uniform!

As we return to school from the 8 of March, it is likely for some of us that our children have grown out of uniform and it might
be hard to source new and sizes may be limited when shopping online. We have 100’s of uniform items available from our
Sustainability Shop that have all been washed, packed and prepared ready for new homes that we would love to share with
you.

Please search on Facebook for “Ryecroft Sustainability Shop” to join the page and see what is available!

Over time we will be adding to our collection and hope to share fancy dress outfits for days such as World Book Day, Christmas
Jumpers and more!

If you do not have Facebook but would like more information, please email us at info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk.
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This is a new and exciting venture for us and we hope you will find the shop useful!

Family Support & Welfare

Please remember that our website has lots of help and advice in relation to family support services including money concerns,
debt management, housing support & mental health support.

You can access this below:

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/parents/family-support/#usefulNumbers

Also if you have concerns in relation to your child’s welfare during this time, support and advice can be found on our website
through the following link:

https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/support-your-childs-welfare/

Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Cattley are available in school if you have any worries or concerns in relation to the above areas.
Online Safety Webinar

Technology is a huge part of our young people’s lives, with many positives and risks to consider.

Screen time amongst young people has reportedly increased by 500% during lockdown, so keeping young people safe online
has never been more important.

@Digitalsisters and @VodafoneUK have teamed up to bring FREE online safety webinars to carers & parents across the UK.
We are excited to welcome them on Thursday 4 March 2021, 5pm-6pm.

To sign up for the session please click here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parent-gym-keeping-children-safe-online-during-covid-19-registration-136790631461

Reflect for a Moment...
When did you last put your own needs first, or do something to look after yourself? How did you feel?

Looking after our own mental and physical health is important. Prioritising our needs by taking a little time to do what
relaxes us can leave us better equipped to deal with family life.

Why not start right now? Pop the kettle on and take 10 minutes to visit Parent Gym's ‘Looking After No 1’ eWorkout for top
tips on how to ensure we don't burn out during lockdown.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fparentgym.com%2fworkouts%2flove-and-
harmony%2f%3futm source%3dparentgym&c=E,1,MIluwiDVC6SOBNjykRyyWVP63JPzpgXdV2yv8YFT7GA3H2TIwWDE7cXTJVtle
0064JCIDkXupwvTGzmK6VdSuhOvJhimwFB1citaQSms6pBleyKrJHfMfdgbxAHg,, &typo=1

Story Time

Children love reading stories, they love it even more when their parents read to story to them, and even more when the story
is about them!

Take a look at our Story time template on Class Dojo to help you make up a story about your child...maybe they would like to
make one up about you?
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And remember: Stories aren’t just for bedtime. Why not make up a story while on your daily walk? You could take it in turns
with your whole family!

Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Week 16 - Online Games and Apps

Children love to play games online, but they can be addictive and are not the best use of your child’s time. While some games
can have educational value, others are highly addictive and can take your child away from schoolwork and social interaction.
These games, while free to download, can often have add-ons that you have to pay for and bills can easily be run up. Protect
your child by taking the following steps:

1. Monitor your child’s usage

2. Block the ability to make purchases on devices and keep your credit card details secure

3. Look out for tell-tale signs of your child being addicted to online games, such as isolation and falling school grades

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Role Model
Friendly Frogs Alicia
Happy Hedgehogs Evie
Respectful Robins Theo
Loyal Lapwings Phoenix
Honest Hawthorns James-Junior
Fair-Minded Firs Gabriel
Self-Believing Sycamores Laurie
Compassionate Chestnuts Cornell
Wise Willows Jessica B
Resilient Rowans Emma
Persevering Poplars Mariam
Empathetic Elders Nikita

Diary Dates to
Remember
(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time)

Monday 1 March 2021 STEM Week

Thursday 4 March 2021 World Book day

Thursday 1 April 2021 Academy closes for Easter
Monday 19 April 2021 Academy Opens
Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes

Friday 23 July 2021 CPD Day 5

Helen Townsley
Principal
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Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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