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22 February 2021
Dear Parent / Carer,

| hope you managed to enjoy the half term break. This week we should hear further announcements from the government
and this will hopefully contain information about when all children should return to school. We are very much looking forward
to having all children back with us. | would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you as parents and carers for all
of the educational support you are giving your children and the way in which you are prioritising their learning and education.
If I could ask that we remain highly vigilant in implementing the current restrictions and so, please continue to wear your masks
on school premises and maintain 2 metre distance as far as possible. Please ensure only one parent / carer accompanies your
child(ren) to school.

As you know, the third phase of the Capital Development Project is now underway and this will bring about important
improvements to the school site and building. It will be fantastic for our Key Stage 1 classrooms to enjoy the same level of
upgrade that has now been the case in the rest of the school. Further work will be completed to our Sports Hall with external
cladding, decoration and a brand new sports hall floor. We will complete the new dining and assembly room furniture purchase
and rejuvenate the floor in this area, ensuring the wooden floor is returned to a beautiful finish.

The staff at Ryecroft are incredibly committed and hardworking. They certainly deserve their staffroom space to be upgraded
and improved. It will be fantastic to see this space develop into a great work and social space for the fantastic staff team.
Other communal internal areas are also going to be upgraded and we will be making some of our external fencing safer for our
immediate neighbours. You will see significant improvements made to the front playground as shown by the illustration below.
We are prioritising the groundworks and infrastructure at this time and will later invest in the objects to enhance this.
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Please look out on DolJo for the excellent learning and activities connected to STEM week. This focuses on ‘Our Impact on the
Environment’ and is being brilliantly coordinated by Miss Smith. The concept is of such importance and we are eager for our
children to have clear awareness of such prominent issues. This connects in a highly positive way with our green GORSE
aspirations as a trust.

Have a lovely week.

Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal

Recent Events

Engagement Prize Winners

I am pleased to be able to announce the winners of our engagement prizes for the week commencing 1 February 2020:
100% Engagement in Home learning Raffle:
Winner - Angus (Rowans) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Harry B (Hedgehogs), Edie (Lapwings), Lois (Sycamores), Thunayan (Elders) and Evie (Hedgehogs) will all receive
20 dojo points.

100% Engagement in School Learning Raffle:
Winner — Rita (Firs) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Theo (Poplars), Alina (Lapwings), Amelia B (Willows), David James (Willows) and Zach (Poplars) will all receive 20
dojo points.

Special Effort Prize:

Elliot (Chestnuts) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points. This is for incredible commitment and dedication to his
home learning and some exceptional English work this week. Well done Elliot!

| am pleased to be able to announce the winners of our engagement prizes for the last week before half term:
100% Engagement in Home learning Raffle:
Winner - Aleigha (Firs) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Olivia (Hedgehogs), Joshua (Lapwings), Charlie W (Sycamores), Blake (Willows) and Kyle B-W (Elders) will all
receive 20 dojo points.

100% Engagement in School Learning Raffle:
Winner — Scarlett (Rowans) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points.

Runners Up - Alex (Hawthorns), Indie (Lapwings), Una (Willows), Harry-James (Elders) and Billy (Rowans) will all receive 20
dojo points.

Special Effort Prize:
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Connor (Rowans) wins the £10 amazon voucher and 20 dojo points for a significant increase in engagement and
perseverance with his home learning.

Have a great week everyone!

Supporting your child with Learning
Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children.
Nursery: Exercise — A physical activity to keep us healthy.

Reception: Simile — Used in writing to help the reader picture what is being described, using words “as” or “like”, e.g. “As brave
as a fox”.

KS1: Gravity — The force that fills what everything is made of together.
LKS2: Polygon — A flat, two-dimensional (2D) shape with straight lines that are joined up.

UKS2: Mantle — The layer of the Earth between the crust and the Core. It makes up most of the bulk of the Earth (84% of its
volume!)

Core — The very hot, ball shape at the centre of our planet. It is extremely heavy and contains lots of iron.
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General Notices

Class Photographs — 9 March 2021

Unfortunately, due to the current COVID 19 circumstances the decision has been made to cancel the class photographs, which
were due to take place on 9 March 2021.
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Family Support & Welfare
To support both your own and your child’s mental health the NHS have developed an app called Cove.
You can create music to capture your mood and express how you feel.

Instead of words, create music to reflect emotions like joy, sadness, calm and anger. You can store your music in a personal
journal, or send them to someone and let the music do the talking.

In addition, the NHS Every Mind Matters website has a great tool that has been developed by Public Health England to
support us with our mental health called 'Your Mind Plan'.

Answer 5 quick questions and get a free plan with tips to help you deal with stress and anxiety, improve your sleep, boost
your mood and feel more in control.

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/

For further support in relation to family support services including money concerns, debt management, housing support,
mental health support or your child’s welfare please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mrs Cattley in school.

We also have lots of information on our website which can be accessed using the following links:
https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/parents/family-support/#usefulNumbers
https://www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk/support-your-childs-welfare/

Let’s Get Active

The best way to get you and your children talking is to spend some quality time together. That means finding a time when you
can stop everything else and focus all your attention on your children.

Why not hold your own Family Olympics event? The children will love it!

Remember to let your child’s teacher know. You’ll receive a GgH stamp!

Let the games begin...

What’s My Story?

Developing a sense of family identity can help children to feel proud of who they are and where they come from. It can also
bring us closer together as a family ‘team’.

A great idea is to make a scrapbook with your children about your family and where they come from. Let them ask you
questions and, if possible, speak to older family members and listen to their stories. It’s a great way to inspire them to be

naturally inquisitive.

Have a look at the ideas on Dojo which have been taken from our Parent Gym workshops.

Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Week 15

Phishing Scams - While children are unlikely to have financial accounts of any real value, they can still fall for a phishing scam.
One aim of phishing scams is to obtain personal information but they can also have the effect of your device becoming infected
with viruses from malware. Once the device is damaged, it could be a costly exercise to fix which no doubt will fall to you. You
can take the following steps to keep your kids and devices safe. 1. Make sure your children know not to open emails that look
suspicious. 2. Ensure that they know not to give out personal information such as bank details and passwords, etc. 3. Teach
them to report any suspect activity.
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PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Role Model
Friendly Frogs llayda
Happy Hedgehogs Mia
Respectful Robins Gabriel
Loyal Lapwings Dolly-Maie
Honest Hawthorns Megan
Fair-Minded Firs Stanley
Self-Believing Sycamores Amelia H
Compassionate Chestnuts Kayden
Di Dates t Wise Willows Leah R b
iary Dates to - emember
v . Resilient Rowans Jasmine
(Subject to : Elliott Government
Guidelines at the time) Persevering Poplars
Empathetic Elders Harley
Thursday 4 March 2021 World Book day
Wednesday 17 March 2021 INSET DAY
Thursday 1 April 2021 Academy closes for Easter
Monday 19 April 2021 Academy Opens
Thursday 22 July 2021 Academy Closes

Helen Townsley
Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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