
  
 
Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH 
Principal: Mrs H Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe 

 

 

 

 
 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 
T 0113 733 0129 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  
W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk Chief Executive Officer: Sir John Townsley BA (Hons) NPQH 

12 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your support in what has been a challenging start to the term for all of us.  I know parents 
have had many variables to juggle in terms of childcare, your own work and circumstances and your child’s learning.   
 
Although the release of guidance from the government has been slow with the onset of this most recent lockdown, we do now 
have further guidance which has been influencing our planning and control measure implementation over this last few days.  
Our updated risk assessment will soon be available on our academy website.   
 
Some of the messages detailed below are new, whilst others are reiterating procedures already in place.   
 
If I could take this opportunity to remind you that only one adult should bring your child / children to school at this present 
time and visits to school can only happen through prior appointment and in exceptional circumstances.  Please continue to use 
the Class DoJo platform and telephone to link with us.  We are determined to stay in close contact with you and will be regularly 
in touch with you as our families.  With that in mind, please could I encourage you to answer calls that come from private / 
withheld numbers.  It is a requirement for us, at times, to contact you in this way and so please anticipate that private / withheld 
numbers are highly likely to be school.  
 
It is essential that you / your children / any members of your family do not attend school / the school site if you are suffering 
from any symptoms of coronavirus.   
 
As a family that has been allocated a place in school, if your child cannot attend school on any day, please can you provide us 
with as much notice as possible as this will help us with managing tight and fluctuating pupil numbers and ensure we always 
have the appropriate staffing capacity to meet our children’s needs.  Thanks ever so much to families that have been doing this 
already. 
 
If you could please continue to limit the number of items that children bring into school to ‘essentials only’.  We can continue 
to permit packed lunches and water bottles.  We encourage you to sanitise any essential items that are coming into school.  
Although this is not essential, it would help us in being as vigilant as we can be.  An aspect that is essential however, is connected 
to clothing and uniform -  please ensure that the top layer of your children’s clothing is washed / changed daily.  The same will 
be expected of staff in school.     
 
If I could reiterate the very important need to socially distance (at least 2 metres) as you bring your children to school and on 
school premises / near school premises.  Additionally, please do arrive ‘just on time’ and avoid congregating at any point.  The 
new strain of the virus transmits far more readily and so your support in these matters are very important.  We are all only a 
minimum of a few links in a chain removed from people who are highly vulnerable and we must act to support the health of 
one another and the capacity of NHS services.  This is in the context of infection rates rising in our locality.   With this in mind, 
we are now moving to a position that sees the wearing of face coverings by parents / carers on the school site is compulsory.   
The only exception will be if there is a particular physical or mental illness or impairment or disability which means a facemask 
cannot be put on or causes severe distress.  Additionally, a face covering can be removed if there is a risk of harm to yourself 
or others or if you are providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expressions to 
communicate.  Thank you in anticipation of your support in this matter.   
 
If you could please support us with the implementation of a slight stagger at the end of the school day.  Lower Key Stage 2, KS1 
are EYFS are coming out of their lessons at 3.10 pm, whereas Upper Key Stage 2 are leaving their classroom at 3.15 pm.  
Previously, we had extended the parental waiting zone in the KS1 playground towards the central steps / my office area window 
as we recognised the need to give you ample space to socially distance.  With less children in school, however, there is plenty 
of space for parents in the parent zone at the bottom of the playground (adjacent to the wooden gazebo).  Additionally, we 
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really need to utilise the remaining space to distance children as much as possible.  If you are collecting a child from KS1 and 
then need to collect a child from KS2, can you please follow the KS1 route back to the car park and enter the parent zone by 
coming through the gate, rather than cutting across the playground.  Further to this, once you have collected your children, 
please keep them next to you and closely supervised.  Children are prohibited from using the climbing frame and other 
equipment at this time.  Your assistance in all of these matters will be a great help and thank you in anticipation of your support 
on these requests.   
 
Could you please inform the school if your child is unable to attend on site or undertake remote learning due to coronavirus 
(COVID – 19) related reasons?  It is very important that we are able to keep are records highly accurate and fully up to date in 
terms of track and trace and attendance.   
 
We work very hard to keep our medical information up to date but if you are aware that there have been changes to your 
child’s medical circumstances, please do contact the school and share this information.   
 
The position the government has adopted in terms of Free School Meals means that we are able to continue with our WONDE 
voucher approach for the time being.  If the government chooses a particular voucher scheme moving forward, we will keep 
you updated but we intend to send two weeks’ worth of vouchers for your child at a time as we have done previously.  
 
As a school we are carefully monitoring engagement with remote learning and I will soon be writing to you to outline a rewards 
approach connected to really positive engagement with remote learning.  
 
Due to the need to close school on Tuesday 5 January in order to facilitate planning following the government announcement 
late on Monday evening, the welfare / training day originally planned for Thursday 21 January will no longer take place and 
school will be open for key worker / vulnerable children and remote learning will take place. 
 
There have been further messages shared on the ‘school story’ on DoJo that relate to current aspects of organisation.  If you 
have any questions about aspects of our current operation, please do get in touch with us as we will always do our best to 
support.   
 
Thank you once again for all of your support.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal          
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