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16 November 2020
Dear Parent / Carer,

I hope you have enjoyed the weekend.

Recently our gardening club children have been very busy planting up flower gifts for our new Nursery parents. We hope that
this gesture has helped our new parents and carers to feel a very welcome part of our community. The children really enjoyed
preparing these gifts for you.
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| have added some further photographs of the gardening club at work planting and improving our school. They really make
me smile and | hope they have the same effect on you. In the photographs, the children are planting in our Reading Pod. In
the background,You should also be able to see the Pumpkins they planted at the time of Halloween.

As a school, we are committed to supporting charities and | am always very proud of the generosity that our families show. On
Friday, children were active in this as we supported Children in Need. In next week’s newsletter, we will let you know how
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much we raised for this cause. At Ryecroft, the charities that we support are democratically chosen by the children and we
will be supporting the Wish Charity this academic year. We will tell you more about this soon. So far, we have also raised
£414.50 for our Community and Conservation garden project. Thank you so much for your support!

We are really pleased to receive suggestions from our parents and carers too however, and because of great ideas that have
been shared with us, we are going to become a collection point for ‘The Homeless Street Angels’. We will need a little time to
get set up and we will establish an after school collection evening but items that they would really appreciate include warm
clothes, toiletries, sleeping bags, tents, tinned food and non-perishables. | will come back to you with details on the date from
which we can begin accepting such items into school. Thank you to our parents for this great suggestion.

As a school community, we are committed to celebrating and embracing difference and we love to learn about, appreciate and
admire different cultures. As part of this focus, we were delighted to be able to host a Diwali Dance workshop this week. It
was of a wonderful quality and very COVID safe. The children were so enthusiastic about this activity and their learning. Please
do enjoy looking at the photographs and reading the further narrative below.

I am aware that current circumstances mean that you are not able to visit school and see all of the improvements that we have
made through the Capital Development Project. | want to let you know that we do use our website to host building
development updates. This includes some photos, which capture some of the improvements that have been made, and it also
informs you about the up and coming plans for further development. The trust had secured a further £100,000 pounds for
improvements at Ryecroft Academy and | am thrilled to inform you that this has now been increased to a figure that is nearly
double that amount! We are incredibly appreciative of this and it links well with my opportunity to inform you of the great
support we get from the trust. | would particularly like to thank Tina Dunderdale who leads projects across the trust. The
impact of her work at Ryecroft Academy is wonderful and she works relentlessly to support Ryecroft Academy and all other
trust schools.

As part of our COVID control measures, the scientific evidence tells us that keeping the school as well ventilated as possible
really helps. Office and classroom windows will therefore be open as much as possible throughout the day. We recognise
however, that as we head into winter, this may cause some of the children to feel the cold. We have made a decision to
purchase each child a zipped hooded top that can be worn over the top of their school jumper. We do not intend to pass the
cost of this onto our families, but we do hope the government will be supportive in covering such COVID costs. We will keep
you updated in terms of the delivery of your child's hooded jacket.

Have a lovely week.

Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal

Captains Café
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Recent Events

We were very lucky to have two visits from Fire Fighter Jackson last week. She spoke to Key Stage 1 children about her job
and inspired lots of children to want to be a fire fighter when they grow up. Later in the week, Fire Fighter Jackson came in to
talk to the whole of Key Stage 2 about fire safety before bonfire night and gave some very important messages that we
hoped helped to keep our children safe while enjoying fireworks and sparklers at home. Fire Fighter Jackson will continue to
work with the school for future events.

The children in Key Stage 2 also took part in a “what’s my line” virtual event organised by Primary Futures. They asked
questions to try and discover each of the volunteers’ job roles, then asked them questions to find out more about what they
did. The volunteers were a Sports Performance Scientist, Innovative Designer for the NHS, Confidence Coach and an Artist.

The children loved asking questions to discover their occupations and considered things such as if they wore a uniform or if
they worked with children. They also discovered who needed a degree or special qualification for their role.

All of the job roles were jobs which the children had not heard of before. They learnt about what made their role exciting and
also were given words of wisdom from each volunteer like believe it and you will, be expressive and be curious.

Diwali Dance Workshop

On Tuesday 10 November 2020, KS1 and LKS2 took part in a Diwali workshop. As part of the workshop, children were told the
story of Ramaya and Sita, a story of triumph over evil. In the workshop, children were taught actions, expressions, and body
movements to music to tell the story. After they had rehearsed, the children were introduced to dance actions, which are used
in celebration dances for Diwali. Each class were given the opportunity to showcase what they had learnt, with a final
performance to their class teacher. It was a fantastic experience and hearing feedback from teachers and pupils, all the classes
thoroughly enjoyed it.
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Supporting your child with Learning

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children.
Nursery: Author — The person who has written the book.

Reception: Remembrance Day — The day we remember those lost in war.

KS1: Pattern - A pattern is a design in which lines, shapes, forms or colours are repeated.

LKS2: Algorithm - A set of instructions designed to perform a specific task.

UKS2: Circuit — A circuit is a path around which electricity can flow.

Future Events

Parents evening — Wednesday 18 November 2020

Reminder we will be holding our parents evening on Wednesday the 18 November between 2pm and 7.30pm. These
appointments will take place via phone call from your child’s class teacher. If you have not yet made an appointment, please
contact the school office.

The Great Gorse Writing Competition

Here is a writing competition for you to enter. We will be competing with other primary academies within the trust, so it would
be wonderful if Ryecroft Academy can be really well-represented - | know we have some fantastic, creative writers with lots of
imaginative ideas, so get those pens and pencils moving! If you would like to look at the pictures more closely, there are
posters up around school.

Entries need to be with class teachers by Wednesday 2nd December. All the details are below. If you are isolating you can
send a photo of your entry to your class teacher.

Good luck! - Miss Marshall
Christmas Lunch — Wednesday 16 December 2020

Christmas dinner will be on 16 December. If you would like your child to have a Christmas please pay through parent pay.
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General Notices

Year 6 SATS Parental Meeting

As | am sure you are aware, Year 6 is a particularly important year for pupils in primary schools. One element that makes it so
significant is their SATs. In order to have a stronger understanding of the assessment process and better support your children
in performing well in these important assessments, a SATs parental information video has been posted to all year 6 Class Dojo
pages. Please take the time to watch this important video and message a member of the Year 6 team if you have any questions.

*¥**¥**Nursery Places January 2021 % ****

Do you, your friends or family have a child that was born between 1 September 2017 and 31 December 2017? We currently
have places for both 15 hours and 30 hours (if eligible) in our nursery. Please contact the office for more information or to
request an application form.

Family Support — Ollee A Parent and Child’s Best Friend

We already know that parents / carers are doing a great job and we believe they should have the best possible resources to do
that.
Parent Zone has created a fabulous website application called Ollee.

Ollee is a virtual friend for children aged 8-11yrs. It was created by Parent Zone and is funded by BBC Children In Need’s A
Million and Me initiative, which aims to make a difference to children’s emotional wellbeing.

For more information on how to download this app please see the Family Support Page on our Website.

Attendance
At Ryecroft Academy we recognise great attendance as being a huge achievement and one that needs significant reward and
celebration. However, we do recognise that in some cases absence from school is unavoidable.

If you have a child who is self-isolating, as per school instruction, and you are unable to bring their sibling to school due to
childcare please speak to Mrs Hodgkin, our Attendance Officer, who can ensure that your child’s attendance rewards are not
affected. We also do take account of other exceptional circumstances, as being fair is important to us. If you believe your
child’s absence is because of an exceptional circumstance, please do get in touch with us about this.

Please also note that if your child is absent as they are self-isolating due to Covid this will NOT affect your child’s attendance

or rewards.

Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Week 7 - I'm worried my child is...

Taking and sharing inappropriate pictures
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Talk to them about what they're sharing and if they know who has seen the pictures. Ask them if they'd be happy for someone
— like a grandparent — to see the picture? Or if they think someone they admire, maybe their favourite celebrity, would share
an image like that?

Explain that they should always think carefully about what they share. Once it's been sent, they can't control what happens to
it. Discuss what sort of pictures are appropriate for them to share and not to share, and make sure they understand why.

Recognise that sometimes children share pictures for a dare, or as part of a joke. Remind them that once something's shared
online, they can't manage who sees it or what happens next — even if it began as a joke.

Agree a safe way forward, such as checking what they're sharing for a while. Or ask an older sibling to check the photos before
they're shared.

Suggest they download the Ziplt app to help them deal with requests for inappropriate photos.

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/

Last week we sent out information on the Be Internet Legends Family Challenge. This is now live, we will text you with a link to
access the challenge. The more families that take part in the challenge, the more chance Ryecroft Academy has to win some
great prizes for our school.

Please can the below link be sent out to all parents after the newsletter has gone out - please can you write;

Take the Internet Legends Family Challenge for a chance to win prizes for your child’s school.

https://tinyurl.com/y5thuéyw

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Role Model
Friendly Frogs Leland
Happy Hedgehogs Evie
Respectful Robins Jacob
Loyal Lapwings N/A
Honest Hawthorns James
Fair-Minded Firs Daisy
Self-Believing Sycamores Violet
Compassionate Chestnuts Zara
Wise Willows Amelia B
Resilient Rowans Scarlett
Persevering Poplars Oscar
Empathetic Elders Oliver
SLT Praise
Freyja
Friendly Frogs Olivia
Kane
Noel
Happy Hedgehogs Harry
Archie
6
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Respectful Robins Theo

Olivia

Effy

N/A
Loyal Lapwings

Honest Hawthorns James

Marley

Myah

Emma
Fair-minded Firs Joshua
Nicole

Self-believing Sycamores Mia-Rose

Scarlett

Laurie

Compassionate Chestnuts Joanie

Zara

Leighton

Casey
Wise Willows Wiktor
Amelia B

Archie
Resilient Rowans Michael
Poppy

Persevering Poplars Adefunke

Tyrell

Lucas

Empathetic Elders Kain

Grayson

Jess

Diary Dates to Remember

(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time)

Monday 16 November 2020 — Friday
20 November 2020

National Anti-Bullying Week

18 December 2020

Monday 16 November 2020 0Odd Socks day

Wednesday 18 November 2020 Parent Information Evening (2.00pm — 3.30pm) (3.20pm — 7.30pm)
Friday 27 November 2020 Training Day

Thursday 10 December 2020 — Friday Hanukah

Friday 11 December 2020

Christmas Jumper day

Wednesday 16 December 2020

Christmas Lunch

Friday 18 December 2020

Academy Closes — Christmas Holidays

Monday 4 January 2021

Academy Opens

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Helen Townsley
Principal

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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