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Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Mrs H Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe

5 October 2020

Dear Parent / Carer,

Firstly, | would like to thank you for returning your parental surveys which were focused on the welfare of your child/ren. We
will go through your responses meticulously to ensure that we are taking on board your point of view and the information you
have kindly shared.

Additionally, it is really positive to see so many of you wearing face masks at school drop off and pick up. This will really help
to keep one another safe. | really value your swift response to the communication last week. | have also noted how much
improved driving and parking is at the front of the school. Thank you for this as this is important in terms of both the safety of
our children and the courtesy and consideration of our neighbours.

We are looking forward to getting some extra-curricular activities up and running. We have ensured that there are activities
for all cohorts from Year 1 to 6. Our intention is to build this up steadily so that we can ensure we are being safe and ensuring
all connected procedures have COVID appropriate control measures in place. We aim to put on activities that help children
catch up in their learning as well as activities that contribute positively to physical and emotional health and wellbeing. A letter
will shortly be sent out advising of the extracurricular activities on offer.

In our school reception area, we have on display a poster, which informs parents of how to contact our local MP, Rachel Reeves
for support. As you are currently unable to come into the school building, | wanted to take this opportunity to share this
information with you. Should you need to contact Rachel, you can contact her office by telephone on 0113 2552311 or by
email Rachel.reeves.mp@parliament.uk. During lockdown, Rachel was frequently in touch with the school to offer support,
thank the staff team and to represent our concerns to governing parliamentary members.

In my reference to trust support, | would like to thank Anna McKenzie and her team at Richmond Hill Academy. They supported
us with training on the Class Dolo platform which enabled us to set this up very quickly at the point of lockdown and they also
shared strong ideas in terms of the approach to curriculum catch up planning. Further to this, Debra Seekings and Jennie
McPhee (from The Stephen Longfellow Academy) helped to staff our hub on a regular basis. We gain such a great deal by being
part of a trust.

As the government furlough scheme comes to a close, we may have families who fall upon challenging financial times. We are
here to support you. If you have any questions about free school meal eligibility, please do get in touch with us. Similarly, if
you would like to engage in voluntary work to enhance your prospects and support your wellbeing by having a positive sense
of purpose, we would welcome hearing from you. Such opportunities can often lead on to exciting opportunities. Finally,
please do remember that we have a ‘supporting achievement fund’ that can be utilised to support with such costs as uniform
and PE kit. Suzanne Hodgkin as our family support worker is on hand to help you with any challenges you may be facing. Asa
community, we need to look out for one another and as a school, we are eager to be central to this.

I hope you have a lovely week.
Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal
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Captains Cafe

Recent Events

It has been so lovely to see the children in Early Years and Foundation Stage
learning all about their families. The children have loved seeing their photos on
the interactive whiteboard and talking to their friends about their families and
what they like to do. It has also been a pleasure to see what the children are
reading at home. The children have settled into Ryecroft so well.

Autumn Learning in Early Years

In Early Years, we have been learning about Autumn, we have talked about the
changes we are seeing in our natural environment at this time of year. We have
used lots of our craft resources to make some Autumn artwork using the colours
we see during this season. Please take a look at our masterpieces displayed in the
outdoor area.

Supporting your child with Learning

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children
Nursery: Numeral - the symbol used to represent a quantity of objects.
Reception: Subitising - to recognise the quantity of objects in a small group without the need to count them.

KS1: Climate - the long-term pattern of weather in a particular area.
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LKS2: Terrain — the term for an area of land. It may include flat, plains, mountains or forests.

UKS2: Civilians - people who are not in the army or the police force

Future Events
Black History Month

This month in school, we are acknowledging black history month through phase assemblies and some work in class. During
Black History Month, we discuss and reflect on how our culture has been enriched and our society has been made stronger
because of the people who travelled here to build new lives in the UK, as well as the achievements and contributions of their
descendants.

If you would like to explore this further at home with your children there are some fantastic resources on the BBC website

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs

We would also like you to discuss this quote from one of our house figureheads Maya Angelou. I will post this on dojo for you
to add any comments your children have.

“Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better”. Maya Angelou

Inspire Malawi non-uniform day

On Friday 9 October 2020 children are welcome to come to school in non-uniform to raise funds for Inspire Malawi. We
appreciate that money is tight for everyone right now, but anything you can spare for this very worthwhile charity will make
a huge difference.

Inspire Malawi supports teachers and schools in the most isolated of villages in both Dedza and Ntcheu District.
Overcrowding is a problem across the country in rural schools with class sizes often exceeding 100 pupils. With little, if any,
money available for maintenance, these schools can quickly fall into severe states of disrepair.

Not all schools in this area even have a school building, leaving teachers to deliver classes under thatched structures or
even out in the open air with a chalk board! Teaching and learning resources in all schools are in short supply leading to very
didactic teaching and a potentially uninspiring learning environment.

Thank you in advance for your support
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Leeds Children’s Mayor
We would like to encourage all our children to vote for the next Leeds Children’s Mayor

Voting for the Leeds Children’s Mayor will be live until 12pm on 16 October 2020. Anyone under the age of 18 years old who
lives or goes to school in Leeds can vote and is encouraged to do so.

Each voter is asked to read the final twelve entries and vote for their two favourite manifestos. Each vote will be equally
weighted.

Children and young people can be encouraged to read all twelve entries and cast their vote online.

Entries and the voting page can be found at: https://bit.ly/VoteLCM

To vote, children and young people must include their email address and DOB and this is for verification purposes only.

Christmas card competition:

Please see attached to the back of this newsletter a poster to inviting you to join in a Christmas card completion to celebrate
our key workers. Please submit your entries to your teacher by Tuesday 20 October 2020 to be in with a chance of meeting
Rachel Reeves who is our local Member of Parliament.

Returning from self-isolation.

If your child has been self-isolating and they are returning to school please take them to the school office before they enter
school. This is to ensure that all children returning are able to do so as per the Government guidelines.

General Notices

Family Support & Parent Gym

You may have attended one of the Parent Gym programmes that we previously hosted in school. Although face-to-face
programmes are not currently possible, Parent Gym are providing online support for all parents.

All the online modules can now be found on the Parent Gym website https://parentgym.com/workouts/

Also, why not join the Parent Gym'’s Facebook group?
Parenting through uncertainty https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/
Share how parenting is going for you and pick up some ideas from other parents for ways to keep family life calm

If you require any further family support please contact Mrs Suzanne Hodgkin our Pastoral Officer via the school office.
Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Week 2

How e-safe are you as a parent?

You've just gotten a laptop/tablet and can access the Internet for the first time at home. What is the most important factor to
consider when trying to decide where your child uses it?

a. It needs to be in a place where an adult can monitor the activity.
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Itis possible to make the Internet 100% safe for children without sitting next to them the entire time they are online.

Next to the kitchen for easy access to snacks.
The child's bedroom is best so they can have privacy.
In the least-used part of the house to get more use out of the room.

Why should your child NEVER post their age and/or location ANYWHERE on the Internet?

Q

Their age may change with time.
It's fine to give out both age and location as there are so many people, no one on the Internet will ever contact your

Monthly Action Calendar — Optimistic October

Please see the attached to the back of this newsletter, a monthly calendar that is packed with actions you can take to help
create a happier and kinder world. You can also visit the website www.actionforhappiness.org to find more calendars to help
families look after their wellbeing

It's fine to give out the location as long as they don't give out their name as well.
It places your child at risk from those who may want to harm them.

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Superstar
Happy Hedgehogs Abigail
Respectful Robins Ollie
Loyal Lapwings Alina
Honest Hawthorns James
Fair-Minded Firs Joshua
Self-Believing Sycamores Layla
Compassionate Chestnuts Leighton
Wise Willows Alisha
Resilient Rowans Damir
Persevering Poplars Harvey
Empathetic Elders Gloria
SLT Praise
Ewan
Friendly Frogs Emily
Samuel
Mia
Happy Hedgehogs Isaac
Abigail
Jacob
Respectful Robins Effy
Theo
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Poppy
Rodrigo
Sam

Loyal Lapwings

Honest Hawthorns

Oscar
Jacob
Joshua

Daiana
Esmee
Jack

Fair-minded Firs

Self-believing Sycamores

Layla
Scarlett
Nathan

Compassionate Chestnuts

Tyrique
Leighton
Joanie

Cassidy
Blake
Ruby

Wise Willows

Kendal
Ollie
Imogen

Resilient Rowans

Persevering Poplars

Keiran
Marley
Rebeccah

Empathetic Elders

Ellie
Alfie
Reuben

Diary Dates to Remember

(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time)

Friday 9 October 2020 Non —uniform day — Inspire Malawi
Thursday 22 October 2020 Individual School Photo day
Friday 23 October 2020 Academy Closes — Autumn Half Term

Monday 2 November 2020

Academy Opens

Wednesday 11 November 2020

Remembrance Day

Wednesday 11 November 2020

Nasal Flu Vaccinations

Friday 13 November 2020

Children in Need

18 December 2020

Friday 13 November 2020 Diwali ( 14t November)

Monday 16 November 2020 — Friday National Anti-Bullying Week

20 November 2020

Wednesday 18 November 2020 Parent Information Evening (2.00pm — 3.30pm) (3.20pm — 7.30pm)
Friday 27 November 2020 Training Day

Thursday 10 December 2020 — Friday Hanukah

Friday 11 December 2020

Christmas Jumper day

Friday 18 December 2020

Academy Closes — Christmas Holidays

Monday 4 January 2021

Academy Opens

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Helen Townsley
Principal

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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Tis the season to be jolly

*% MERRY
CHRISTMAS! |

The theme of our Christmas card this ;IE

year is:

& CELEBRATE OUR
KEY WORKERS!

PLEASE INCLUDE: 20TH OCTOBER

Your name, age and Have your cards in by this deadline
school needs to be to be in with the chance to meet

written on the back of with a member of Parliament, plus
W A S 50 stamps for the winner and 25 \;\K

for participating!
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