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Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Mrs H Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe

19 October 2020

Dear Parent / Carer,

With half term approaching, | wanted to ensure you were aware of a great project that school is currently working on. We are
seeking to create a community and conservation garden adjacent to our family hub bungalow. This will be a really exciting
pollinating insects garden and it will also enable an allotment for growing fruit and vegetables in line with our House colours
and matching the ‘Eat the Rainbow’ concept (exemplified both in the children’s planner and display around school). It
represents a very exciting STEM project and our children will be contributing to its development in many ways, for example,
making insect hotels, bird boxes and willow structures. Connected to this, we are keen for the children at Ryecroft to develop
some skills of self-sufficiency and fund raise to contribute to the cost. In our fund raising, if it is suitable to, we like to make a
link with healthy lifestyles.

We have a focus group of pupils who are leading generating ideas for this project and the garden design. Please can you
support Ava, Zach, Macey-Leigh, Rosie and Harry-James, as they have suggested that running, cycling and scootering would be
a positive fundraising idea and | agree. We are asking children, over half term to ‘show us 5’ and achieve a 5-mile challenge.
This could be a scooter ride, playing football, cycling or a combination. Alternatively, the children can create their own active
ways of covering this 5 mile distance. Children could choose to do this in one go, or over the course of the holiday. We would
love to see fantastic photographs on Dojo portfolio’sof children and families getting active in this way. Our staff will be joining
in too.

Building on the ‘show me 5’ concept, if children could find 5 people to sponsor them a £1 for completing this. Thank you in
anticipation of your support. Similarly, | would like to thank you for allowing your children to take part in our non-uniform
fundraiser for Inspire Malawi as they raised £263.23 for this cause.

This year we are trialling allowing pupils to wear entirely black trainers as part of our uniform. This is because we want to
encourage pupils to be active and healthy at break and lunchtime. Currently, there are a number of children who are coming
in trainers that are not completely black and so if | can reiterate the white stripes, laces, visible soles etc. are not permitted.
Children will be receiving sanctions if they are not in the appropriate school uniform. | would find it regrettable if | needed to
revert to a ‘shoes only’ policy from next September as the change was made with very positive intention.

You will be aware that Mrs Garnett, one of the trust partnership directors, has always supported Ryecroft Academy in terms
of Upper Key Stage 2 English teaching. We are extremely grateful that this is continuing this academic year and | know our
children love their sessions with Mrs Garnett and progress in their learning a great deal as a result of them.

You may have children who are due to start in Nursery or Reception in the academic year of 2021 — 2022. Additionally, you
may have friends or family members who are beginning to consider their choice of school for their children. If this is the case,
could | please encourage you and/or your friends/family to attend our Open Event on Saturday 28 November 2020. We will
be open to give families a personal tour of the school. You are able to ring the school to book your visit and soon, you will be
able to register your interest on our website. We are really proud of our school and are looking forward to showcasing the
great things we do to prospective families.

I said in last week’s newsletter that | would include some information about areas of key responsibility on school so you had a
better understanding. Please find this information attached.

I hope you have a lovely week.

Mrs Helen Townsley

Principal
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Captains Café

Recent Events

Over the last couple of weeks, our year 6 pupils have written letters of application to become this year's House Captains and
Vice Captains. In the application, the applicants had to explain why they should be chosen for these roles, and detail what
qualities they thought were needed to be a great House Captain. A panel of adults from across the school came together to
review the applications for each house.

Please welcome our new House and Vice Captains:

Turing:
House Captain: Seth

Vice-Captain: Grace

House Captain: Marley

Vice-Captain: Alfie

House Captain: Emma
Vice-Captain: Theo
House Captain: Kendra

Vice-Captain: Josh

Huge congratulations to all our new House Captains and Vice Captains!

I would like to thank all the year 6s that applied. It was a tough decision for our panel of adults as the applications were all
fantastic. If you missed out on a role this time, watch out for more pupil leadership opportunities coming soon!

Keep an eye out for the results of the Key Stage One Dominoes Rally House Competition.

Upper Key Stage Two Articulate House Competition coming soon...
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Questionnaires

We recently sent home a questionnaire for you to complete and return to school. It is important to celebrate what we do
well, but we would also like to know what we need to do to improve. Please could you return the questionnaires by Friday 23
October.

Responses to the Parent Questionnaire

We are very grateful that you took the time respond to the parent questionnaire. The year 4, 5 and 6 pupils also completed a
voluntary wellbeing questionnaire. We found that many children had some anxieties around COVID 19 and some reported
struggling with feeling angry. We are adding some extra learning on anxiety and coping with anger, to help pupils develop skills
in these areas. We are also responding to other concerns on an individual basis, to make sure that each pupil struggling is well
supported. Please let us know if you didn't have chance to complete a questionnaire and have worries about your child's mental
health.

Supporting your child with Learning
Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children.
Nursery: Total — The whole number or amount of something.
Reception: Swooped - To move quickly downwards through the air.
KS1: Rural - A rural area or countryside is a place/ location that is located outside towns and cities.
LKS2: Currency = A system of money in general use in a particular country.

UKS2: The Blitz — the assault on British towns and cities by the German air force during World War 2. It was intended to
break the spirit of the British people.

Maths puzzle

rirics) Strike it Out
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Try this game: draw a number line from 1 to 20. The first player picks two
numbers, crosses them out and circles either their sum or their difference
The second player crosses outthe circled number and another number that's
still left, and again circle the sum or the difference.

The winner is the person who stops their opponent from being able to

movel
Thousands more problems can be found
on the NRICH maths website:
http:/inrich.maths.org
Geography Activity
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For those of you who like a challenge, here is a huge word search. It contains cities from around the UK, so you can practise
your geography and your spelling! When you have finished, maybe you could look on a map and see where they are.

Bath

Brighton

Derby

Leeds

Manchester

Sheffield

Belfast

Bristol

Edinburgh

Leicester

Newcastle

Sunderland

Birmingham

Cardiff

Exeter

Liverpool

Norwich

York

Bradford

Chester

Lancaster

London

Owford
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Future Events

School Photo Day — 22 October 2020

All children will be having their individual school photograph taken on Thursday 22 October 2020 during school hours. We will
be able to have sibling photos if siblings are in school however, due to COVID 19 restrictions we will unfortunately not be able
to invite parents and younger sibling in to school for their pictures on this occasion.

Halloween Day - Friday 23 October 2020

On Friday 23 October 2020, children can come in to school in their Halloween costumes. They will do some spooky Maths and
ghoulish English and then they will be able to enjoy Halloween based craft in the afternoon.

Halloween Family Competition
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We would like you to work as a family to take part in our family Halloween competition. The rules are simple. Choose from a
category below (or choose all four)...Upload your creations to dojo to be in with a chance of winning a voucher.

Halloween family ( Qs €Y * 1% Prize: £10 White Rose voucher

competition

» 2" and 3" Prize: White Rose £5 voucher

The categories are:

*  Pumpkin Carving

*  Spooky Toilet roll crafts

*  Spooky Halloween decoration/picture

*  Scary baking

Your creations need to be submitted by Sunday 1 November and the winners will be announced on Monday 2 November
2020.

Upcoming events to promote aspirations and future careers

We have a number of events coming up in school before Christmas aimed at introducing our children to the wide range of
career opportunities available to them when then are older. At Ryecroft Academy we believe it is important to challenge gender
stereotypes, we use and encourage our children to use gender neutral terms for job roles. | have listed some common examples
below:

Lunchtime Supervisor
Fire fighter

Police Officer

Waiter

Actor

The events in school are designed to challenge gender stereotypes and encourage our children to aim high, achieve well and
make a positive contribution to society. The events will also develop our children’s listening and speaking skills as they
interact with our visitors.

Key Stage 2 will have an online “what’s my line” virtual assembly on Tuesday 10 November 2020:
This will involve children asking yes/ no questions to try and work out the volunteers’ job roles, followed by the children’s
guesses, ‘the big reveal’ and some time for general questions.

Key Stage 1 and Early Years will have a visit from a fire fighter and have the opportunity to ask questions about her job role
and what it involves. Key stage 1 visit will be Tuesday 3 November 2020 and Early Years Wednesday 21 October 2020.

Black History Month

This month in school, we are acknowledging black history month through phase assemblies and some work in class. During
Black History Month, we discuss and reflect on how our culture has been enriched and our society has been made stronger
because of the people who travelled here to build new lives in the UK, as well as the achievements and contributions of their
descendants.

If you would like to explore this further at home with your children there are some fantastic resources on the BBC website:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs

We would also like you to discuss this quote from one of our house figureheads Maya Angelou. | will post this on dojo for you
to add any comments your children have.
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“Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better”. Maya Angelou

Returning from self-isolation.

If your child has been self-isolating and they are returning to school please take them to the school office before they enter
school. This is to ensure that all children returning are able to do so as per the Government guidelines.

General Notices

Friends at Ryecroft group.

A little while ago, | sent out a letter to see who would be interested in a parent group called "Friends At Ryecroft". If you are
still interested in being a part of this group please can you get in touch with me, Mrs Barker or your child’s class teacher.

For any new parents this group is going to be set up to help come up with ideas and also to support any forthcoming events (I
know this will be a little different to last year). Another aspect of the group is to be a part of a parent craft club. Please do not
feel that you have to be particularly amazing with arts and crafts as we all have our strengths.

Family Support & Parent Gym

You may have attended one of the Parent Gym programmes that we previously hosted in school. Although face-to-face
programmes are not currently possible, Parent Gym are providing online support for all parents.

All the online modules can now be found on the Parent Gym website https://parentgym.com/workouts/.

Also, why not join the Parent Gym'’s Facebook group?
Parenting through uncertainty https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/ .
Share how parenting is going for you and pick up some ideas from other parents for ways to keep family life calm

If you require any further family support, please contact Mrs Suzanne Hodgkin our Pastoral Officer via the school office.
Time for Us — Parent and Child Bonding Sessions

We would like to offer the above group to parents who would like to spend some quality one-to-one time with a focus child.
This will be held on an afternoon during school time. If you would be interested in this session, please contact Suzanne
Hodgkin, our Family Support Worker.

Punctuality

At Ryecroft Academy we place great importance on high levels of attendance and punctuality. Good attendance and
punctuality is vital if your child is to make the best possible progress at school. We do not underestimate the importance of
being at school on time, as learning begins as soon as children enter their classroom. If children are late for school they miss
out on essential learning; at the start of the day pupils undertake handwriting activities and promptly begin either their maths
or English lessons. If they are even 5 minutes late they have missed out on these vital learning opportunities.

If your child is late for school you will be directed to the external door at the back of school. This door must not be used before
all classes have entered the school. PLEASE ONLY USE THIS DOOR WHEN YOU ARE DIRECTED TO DO SO VIA THE SCHOOL
OFFICE.
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Online Safety — Being Internet Smart

Week 4

Ask your child about things they might see online which make them feel uncomfortable

Talk about things they, or their friends, have seen that made them feel uncomfortable:

1

m A

Be specific. What exactly made them feel uncomfortable and why? Is it people or animals being hurt? Nasty comments
about others?

Link these to things in the real world, and explain that you're always here to protect and help them online and off.
Reassure your child that they can always talk to you about anything that makes them feel uncomfortable,

Show them how to report or block on the sites and apps they use. Use Net Aware to find out how.,

Tell them you'll help them to report anything upsetting they've seen, or to deal with online bullying.

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK

Role Model
Friendly Frogs Blake
Happy Hedgehogs Oliwia
Respectful Robins Elliott
Loyal Lapwings George
Honest Hawthorns Nina
Fair-Minded Firs Kiana
Self-Believing Sycamores Isabella
Compassionate Chestnuts Elliot
Wise Willows Wiktor
Resilient Rowans Emma
Persevering Poplars Theo
Empathetic Elders Grayson
SLT Praise
Zack
Friendly Frogs Iskander
Skyla
Mollie-Rose
Happy Hedgehogs Storm
Ralphy
Olivia
Respectful Robins Kiana
Alex
Leon
Loyal Lapwings Phoenix
Mateusz
7
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Megan
Nina
Oliver

Honest Hawthorns

Alfie
Declan

Pippa

Fair-minded Firs

Self-believing Sycamores

Chelsea
Amelia
Ruby

Compassionate Chestnuts

Benjamin
Sahand
Leah

Bradley
Alisha
Una

Wise Willows

Sky
Michael
Connor

Resilient Rowans

Poppy
Zach

Demi

Persevering Poplars

Oliver
Alfie
Laura

Empathetic Elders

Diary Dates to Remember

(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time)
Thursday 22 October 2020 Individual School Photo day
Friday 23 October 2020 Academy Closes — Autumn Half Term
Monday 2 November 2020 Academy Opens

Wednesday 11 November 2020

Remembrance Day

Wednesday 11 November 2020

Nasal Flu Vaccinations

Friday 13 November 2020

Children in Need

Friday 13 November 2020

Diwali ( 14 November)

Monday 16 November 2020 - Friday
20 November 2020

National Anti-Bullying Week

Wednesday 18 November 2020

Friday 27 November 2020 Training Day
Saturday 28 November 2020 Nursery & Reception Open Event
Thursday 10 December 2020 - Friday Hanukah

18 December 2020

Friday 11 December 2020

Christmas Jumper day

Friday 18 December 2020

Academy Closes — Christmas Holidays

Monday 4 January 2021

Academy Opens

Esafetyhttps://ceop polic

Helen Townsley
Principal

o ukfceap-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: hitp://www.leedsisch.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that o child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children's Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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Show us 5 Challenge

We are asking children, over half term to ‘show us 5’ and achieve a 5-mile challenge. This could be a walk, a scooter ride,
playing football, cycling or a combination. Alternatively, the children can create their own active ways of covering this
distance. Children could choose to do this in one go, or over the course of the holiday. We would love to see fantastic
photographs on Dojo portfolio of children and families getting active in this way. Our staff will be joining in too.

My Challenge is......

Name Sponsored | Paid
amount
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Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mr S McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Mrs H Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr J Fyffe

Ryecroft Academy Leadership Team

Senior Leadership Team

Mrs H Townsley Principal, responsibilities include Curriculum/Personal Development

Mrs K Cappleman Assistant Principal, responsibilities include EYFS Phase Leader/ EY SENCO

Mr R Stephenson Assistant Principal, responsibilities include Inclusion Lead/SENDCO

Mrs K Marshall Assistant Principal, responsibilities include English/UKS2 Academic Phase Leader

Mrs K Long Assistant Principal, responsibilities include Teaching, Learning and
Assessment/LKS2 Phase Leader

Mrs Joanne Barrick  School Business Manager, responsibilities include HR/Health & Safety/Finance

Middle Leadership Team
Miss S Dunderdale  Responsibilities include UKS2 Pastoral Leader/Assistant Leader of Teaching and

Learning
Mrs S Stephenson Responsibilities include KS1 Phase Leader
Mrs M Brodrick Responsibilities include Mathematics (EYFS and KS1)/SMSC
Miss R Smith Responsibilities include Mathematics (KS2)/STEM
Mrs N Barker Responsibilities include Nursery Manager/ Pupil Events/Parental Engagement
Mrs R Hirst Responsibilities include House and Pupil Leadership Coordinator

Miss F Leyland-Brown Responsibilities include Coordinator of the Wider Curriculum/EVC
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