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12 October 2020 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Thank you for your support with our fund raising efforts on Friday.  The generosity that you showed to the Inspire Malawi 

charity was greatly appreciated.   

You may have children who are due to start in Nursery or Reception in the academic year of 2021 – 2022.  Additionally, you 

may have friends or family members who are beginning to consider their choice of school for their children.  If this is the case, 

could I please encourage you and/or your friends/family to attend our Open Event on Saturday 28 November 2020.  We will 

be open to give families a personal tour of the school.  You are able to ring the school to book your visit and soon, you will be 

able to register your interest on our website.  We are really proud of our school and are looking forward to showcasing the 

great things we do to prospective families.   

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, I do feel that the majority of parents are distancing appropriately on our school site 

but could I please encourage you to take particular care to distance at potential pinch points (such as near to the school drive 

and gate) and on the pavements as you are heading to and from school.  It is important to recognise that although some of us 

may not feel particularly personally vulnerable; others will feel more at risk.  This could be because of their own health or 

perhaps they are caring for someone who they know to be more vulnerable.  Following the guidance and adhering to distancing 

is about caring for others in the community.  Thank you for your ongoing support. 

In terms of trust support, I would like to let you know that Debra Seekings (who formerly led Primary at The Stephen Longfellow 

Academy) now leads SEND and Inclusion across the trust.  We are in receipt of outstanding support from Mrs Seekings on a 

weekly basis and this is making a highly positive difference.   

In next week’s letter, I am keen to share with you information about key areas of responsibility so that you have more of an 

understanding of which colleagues lead on particular aspects of school.                                                  

I hope you have a lovely week. 

Mrs Helen Townsley  

Principal 

Captains Cafe 
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Recent Events 

Harvest Festival 

Every month in school we look at festivals that are celebrated in a variety of religions. This week across Ryecroft, we have been 

learning about the harvest festival. We learnt how Christians believe the harvest is from God and they celebrate this through 

bringing food to a church service, with the singing of hymns and prayers. We also looked at the many ways the harvest is 

celebrated in different cultures. As part of our celebration of the 2020 harvest, we ate bread; we did this to show thanks 

towards the farmers who produced the wheat used to make the bread.    

 

     

 

Supporting your child with Learning 

Vocabulary: Please discuss the age appropriate vocabulary and definition with your children 

Nursery: Circle - A 2d, flat shape that has 1 curved side. 

Reception: Brave - Ready to face something that might be a little bit scary to you, trying not to get upset or sad.  

KS1: Drought – A period of time when somewhere has a lack of water. 

LKS2: Tertiary Colours – A colour made by mixing one primary colour with a secondary colour. 

UKS2: Advantage - a good thing about a situation - Disadvantage - a bad thing about a situation. 

 

Maths puzzle 

Each week, we will be including a Maths puzzle for parents to complete with their children. Maths 

puzzles are a great way to support your child’s maths learning, as well as helping them to develop 

an enthusiasm for maths! 

Using any whole numbers as many times as you like, can you make each line of the rectangle add 

up to 20? 

 

English Puzzle 

See if you can solve these animal anagrams.  The letters are all jumbled up.  Put them into the right order to find the name of 

a British animal… 
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1. o   x   f 

2. u  l  r  i  s  q  r  e   

3. e  g  o  d  g  h  e  h 

4. g  a  r  e  b   

5. s  h  e  o  r 

 

The answers are on the final page of this newsletter. 

 
 

 
Geography Activity 

Although children learn the names of the countries in the British Isles (England, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales) in Key Stage 1, they need reminding of them 

regularly if they are going to keep on remembering them.  Why not practice this 

together?  You could use this blank map and take it in turns to point at each country.  

For extra challenge, you could test each other on the capital of each (London, 

Edinburgh, Belfast and Cardiff).  

 

 
 

 

Future Events 

Friday 23 October 2020 – Halloween day  

On Friday 23 October 2020, children can come in to school in their Halloween costumes. They will do some spooky Maths and 

ghoulish English and then they will be able to enjoy Halloween based craft in the afternoon. 

Upcoming events to promote aspirations and future careers  

We have a number of events coming up in school before Christmas aimed at introducing our children to the wide range of 

career opportunities available to them when then are older. At Ryecroft Academy we believe it is important to challenge gender 

stereotypes, we use and encourage our children to use gender neutral terms for job roles. I have listed some common examples 

below: 

Lunchtime Supervisor 

Fire fighter 

Police Officer 

Waiter  

Actor 

 

The events in school are designed to challenge gender stereotypes and encourage our children to aim high, achieve well and 

make a positive contribution to society. The events will also develop our children’s listening and speaking skills as they 

interact with our visitors. 

Key Stage 2 will have an online “what’s my line” virtual assembly on Tuesday 10 November 2020: 
This will involve children asking yes/ no questions to try and work out the volunteers’ job roles, followed by the children’s 
guesses, ‘the big reveal’ and some time for general questions.  
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Key Stage 1 and Early Years will have a visit from a fire fighter and have the opportunity to ask questions about her job role 

and what it involves. Key stage 1 visit will be Tuesday 3 November 2020 and Early Years Wednesday 21 October 2020. 

 

Black History Month 

This month in school, we are acknowledging black history month through phase assemblies and some work in class. During 

Black History Month, we discuss and reflect on how our culture has been enriched and our society has been made stronger 

because of the people who travelled here to build new lives in the UK, as well as the achievements and contributions of their 

descendants. 

If you would like to explore this further at home with your children there are some fantastic resources on the BBC website:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs 

We would also like you to discuss this quote from one of our house figureheads Maya Angelou. I will post this on dojo for you 

to add any comments your children have. 

“Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better”. Maya Angelou 

 

Leeds Children’s Mayor 

We would like to encourage all our children to vote for the next Leeds Children’s Mayor. 

 

Voting for the Leeds Children’s Mayor will be live until 12pm on 16 October 2020. Anyone under the age of 18 years old who 

lives or goes to school in Leeds can vote and is encouraged to do so.  

 

Each voter is asked to read the final twelve entries and vote for their two favourite manifestos. Each vote will be equally 

weighted.  

 

Children and young people can be encouraged to read all twelve entries and cast their vote online.  

 

Entries and the voting page can be found at: https://bit.ly/VoteLCM. 

 

To vote, children and young people must include their email address and DOB and this is for verification purposes only.  

 

Christmas card competition: 

Please see the back of last week’s newsletter inviting you to join in a Christmas card completion to celebrate our key workers. 
Please submit your entries to your teacher by Tuesday 20 October 2020 to be in with a chance of meeting Rachel Reeves who 
is our local Member of Parliament. 

Returning from self-isolation. 

If your child has been self-isolating and they are returning to school please take them to the school office before they enter 

school. This is to ensure that all children returning are able to do so as per the Government guidelines. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs
https://bit.ly/VoteLCM
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General Notices 

 

Family Support & Parent Gym 

You may have attended one of the Parent Gym programmes that we previously hosted in school. Although face-to-face 

programmes are not currently possible, Parent Gym are providing online support for all parents. 

 
All the online modules can now be found on the Parent Gym website https://parentgym.com/workouts/. 
  
Also, why not join the Parent Gym’s Facebook group? 
Parenting through uncertainty https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/ . 
Share how parenting is going for you and pick up some ideas from other parents for ways to keep family life calm 
 
If you require any further family support, please contact Mrs Suzanne Hodgkin our Pastoral Officer via the school office. 

Time for Us – Parent and Child Bonding Sessions 

We would like to offer the above group to parents who would like to spend some quality one-to-one time with a focus child. 

This will be held on an afternoon during school time.  If you would be interested in this session, please contact Suzanne 

Hodgkin, our Family Support Worker.  

Self-care and talking about feelings 

When it comes to self-care, I really like the analogy of an oxygen mask on an aeroplane. When our children are finding things 

hard, we can help them best when we have looked after ourselves. It often feels like we have no time to do this, but something 

small can make a difference. Self-care is personal to each one of us. What small things do we need to do, to feel at our best? 

This could be enjoying a moment of quiet with a cup of tea, or making sure we get out for a walk in the sun, turning up the 

music loud, or talking to a friend about things that are hard. Whatever makes you feel good, helps you to stay more mentally 

healthy. This can help us to have the emotional space to ask how our children are doing and to encourage them to talk about 

what they are feeling. Talking about feelings really helps children to cope with things they struggle with and have better 

wellbeing overall.  Sarah Schmidt Counsellor and Wellbeing Worker 

Online Safety – Being Internet Smart  

Week 3 
 
How e-safe are you as a parent? 
 
If your child is using the Internet on their own, should you ask them questions about what they have been doing?  
 
a. Yes - it helps facilitate communication and they'll be more willing to tell you if something was wrong. 
b. Yes, you need to make sure they weren't using the Internet more than their sibling. 
c. No - that sort of information is personal, it would be like reading their diary. 
d. No, your child will tell you if there's something you need to know. 
 
 
Even if your child is extremely sensible and trust worthy, should you still think about Internet safety?  
 
a. No - the Internet is safe even if your child 'slips up' a few times and gives out personal information. 
b. No - as long as you've taught your child what to/not to do, they should be fine. 
c. Yes - sometimes trouble can find your child even if they take all possible precautions. 
d. Yes - but only if your child is using chatrooms. 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fparentgym.com%2fworkouts%2f&c=E,1,jVNbzYqQ2ECHYapu53qd4T70SU54VS6UgHTLPO44ciUilXmqsZnFsg5Bh8E-M5teadX1hRikemHFqS8HZw7yzMAEwFRdAmGfn7vJwAuA6zt2KI3M&typo=1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/
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Chat rooms designed solely for children are safe.  
 
a.  True 
b. False 
 
 
  The correct answers are 1. (a) 2. (c) 3. (b) did you answer correctly? 
 

 
 

PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
Superstar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SLT Praise 

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Olivers 
Ewan 

Leland 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Parkin 
Joshua 
Oliwia 

 
Respectful Robins 

Elliott 
Cade 
Bruno 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Stephanie 
Emily 
Filip 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Gracie-Leigh 
Noah 

Savana 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Sophie 
Daisy 
Olivia 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Jackson 
Lois 
Drini 

Happy Hedgehogs                      Archie  

Respectful Robins Amelia 

Loyal Lapwings Poppy 

Honest Hawthorns Noah 

Fair-Minded Firs Philip 

Self-Believing Sycamores Alex 

Compassionate Chestnuts Ray 

Wise Willows Cassidy 

Resilient Rowans Ethan 

Persevering Poplars Rosie 

Empathetic Elders Reuben 
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Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Taylor 
Leland 
Kayden 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Hannah 
Amelia 

JC 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Kyle 
Scarlett 

Ryan 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Jaiden 
Summer 

Owen 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Nikita 
Harley 
Seth 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
(Subject to Government Guidelines at the time) 

Thursday 22 October 2020  Individual School Photo day 

Friday 23 October 2020 Academy Closes – Autumn Half Term  

Monday 2 November 2020 Academy Opens  

Wednesday 11 November 2020 Remembrance Day  

Wednesday 11 November 2020 Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 13 November 2020 Children in Need  

Friday 13 November 2020 Diwali ( 14th November) 

Monday 16 November 2020 – Friday 
20 November 2020 

National Anti-Bullying Week 

Wednesday 18 November 2020 Parent Information Evening (2.00pm – 3.30pm) (3.20pm – 7.30pm) 

Friday 27 November 2020 Training Day  

Saturday 28 November 2020 Nursery & Reception Open Event 

Thursday 10 December 2020 – Friday 
18 December 2020 

Hanukah 

Friday 11 December 2020 Christmas Jumper day 

Friday 18 December 2020 Academy Closes – Christmas Holidays 

Monday 4 January 2021 Academy Opens 

 
Helen Townsley 

Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 

 
Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson 

 
 

 Answers to the English Puzzle: 
 
1.  fox 
2.  squirrel 
3.  hedgehog 

4.  badger 
5.  horse 

  

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

