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14 September 2020

Dear Parent / Carer

If | could begin the newsletter by thanking you, as our families, for all of your support in helping us to implement the guidelines
last week. You will be aware that we reviewed and tweaked our approaches throughout the course of the week and feedback
from parents and carers was very helpful in this process. This is something we will continue to do and our Risk Assessment will
continue to be updated accordingly.

As routines improved and embedded throughout the week, we feel we are now in a position to lessen the stagger between
Upper Key Stage 2 and Lower Key Stage 2. Could we please ask, therefore, that Upper Key Stage 2 now arrive from 8.25 am
rather than 8.20 am. In addition, they can now be collected from 3.25 pm at the end of the school day. It really helps if you
ensure you do not arrive before this time (unless you are collecting children in younger year groups) and if you could ensure
only one parent/carer both drops off and collects. If we could implement the new times from Tuesday 15 September.

If your child brings a packed lunch to school, could | please ask that you adhere to the healthy food guidance that is outlined
on the school website. This can be found in the parent section. Please do take the time to look at this. There is further
guidance in addition to what is detailed below but | do hope this summary guide is helpful.
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If | could also remind you that permitted break time snacks include fruit, a cereal / fruit bar or a yogurt (that does not require
a spoon).

In our ‘welcome back’ video, | explained that we would continue to use the Class DoJo platform. There are several reasons for
doing this. Firstly, if your child is unwell and cannot attend school or if they need to isolate because a household family member
has had a positive COVID test result, the DoJo platform will allow us to set appropriate work for your child so that their learning
can continue without any delay. As you know, we are unable to let parents and carers onto site currently without a prior
appointment and the need for distancing, means that our before and end of school conversations with you can only be very
brief. The DoJo platform will enable us to keep in regular communication and contact with you and it provides you with an
easy and efficient way of getting in touch with us if you have questions or information you wish to share with us in relation to
your child(ren).

The
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW Q GORSE
Part of

T 0113 733 0129 y %
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 4 AcademleSTrUSt

W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk Chief Executive Officer: Sir John Townsley BA (Hons) NPQH



RYECROFT
+ ACADEMY

In addition, you will have received a letter from Mrs Marshall last week to explain how we are going to use the DoJo for ‘Raving
Readers’ and to record home reading. This means that the planner can stay in school rather than travel back and forth between
school and home, which is a helpful measure in terms of reducing risk in current circumstances.

An aspect of the planner, which you are currently unable to contribute to, is the ‘celebratory parental comment’. We really
love reading your view when you are pleased with how your child is doing in school or when they have done something out of
school that has made you very proud. This could be a charitable contribution, helping around the house, being kind to a
neighbour or relative or participation in an extra-curricular club, event or competition. We would encourage you to continue
to share this information with us and we would ask that you do this using the Dolo platform rather than the planner at this
current time.

Further to this, homework is going to be set on the DoJo platform. We know that we are going to really miss your wonderful
models and creations that you produce together as a family as part of our ‘dimension two’ homework and whilst restrictions
remain in place, we would instead, really enjoy viewing photographs of what you have made on the DoJo. If you would like to
have a refresher of how we set homework at Ryecroft Academy, please do visit our website, as there is a ‘homework’ section
in the parent area.

We really like you being able to be part of our Celebration Assembly. As you know, it is usually the case that families of the
superstar or role model are invited to join us and it is regrettable that we are unable to do this at present. Our hope is that
allowing you access via the School DoJo platform helps you to feel involved and included.

Colleagues have worked on some brilliant videos which are designed to help you as parents and carers support your child(ren)
in their learning. In next week’s newsletter, we will explain where they are located on the website to enable you to access and
utilise them.

This week sees the start of Physical Education lessons and Miss Tugby hoped that it would be helpful to re-share our PE kit
information with you:

e  Plain white t-shirt;

e  Plain blue shorts — blue tracksuit bottoms or leggings may be allowed at the teacher’s discretion during times of cold
weather;

e Trainers or pumps — pumps are not ideal for outdoor PE, therefore trainers are desirable;

e Hair bobble — if your child has long hair;

e Plasters —if your child has studs in their ears that cannot be removed;

e Jumpers will be allowed to be worn when it is cold, and coats may be worn to and from PE.

You may also recall that on the ‘welcome back’ video, | explained that we were going to canvass your views as parents and
carers. This is because you know your children best and your knowledge connected to the welfare and needs to your child(ren)
will support us to do a strong job in helping your child(ren) as they settle back at school. This questionnaire is now ready to
disseminate and will be with you this week.

Thank you for all of your ongoing support.
Have a lovely week.
Mrs Helen Townsley

Pupil Certificates this week — Role Model

Happy Hedgehogs Ava
Respectful Robins Garth
Loyal Lapwings Oliver
Honest Hawthorns Savanah-Rose
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Fair-minded Firs Stanley
Self-believing Sycamores Charlie
Compassionate Chestnuts Leah

Wise Willows Freya
Resilient Rowans Billy
Persevering Poplars Florence
Empathetic Elders Devon

Helen Townsley
Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslsch.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact
Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mr Stephenson
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