
 

 

Welcome back! We are absolutely delighted to have the children back in school and are 
really looking forward to the term ahead. We are already extremely proud of their work 
ethic and commitment to learning, as well as their positive attitudes. It is going to be a 
great term. 

Our Creative Theme for this term is ‘Europe’ and our learning will be focused on the 
foundation subjects of Geography and Art. As artists, we will explore the work of Henri 
Matisse, a European artist. In this unit, we will analyse a variety of Matisse paintings 
making a comparison between paintings and photographs.  We will learn that Matisse 
found it difficult to manipulate a paintbrush, so developed a new form of art called cut 
out painting. He cut out unusual shapes and placed them onto a coloured background. 
He often used vibrant colours to make an impact. Children will develop and use these 
techniques, such as cutting and placing different shapes into the design of a glass-
stained window. As Geographers, we will explore Europe as a whole continent. We will 
look in greater depth at the differences between European countries, particularly 
Iceland and Italy. We will use our insight into weather patterns and explore the impact 
this has on tourism at different points of the year. Children will use pre-recorded data 
around weather and temperatures for both of the identified locations. This will help 
them to understand the tourism trends throughout the year. From this, they will be 
able to draw conclusions about the contrasting locations and understand why people 
visit at these specific times. 

In our English work we will be exploring a variety of texts both fiction and non-fiction, 
beginning with The Secret of the Night Train. We will be creating our own short story 
about the Phantoms, who are a group of diamond thieves, and their failed attempt at 
stealing the priceless tiara. We will be using similes, expanded noun phrases and speech 
punctuation.  
 

In maths we are learning about the place value of numbers and then moving on to the 
four operations. We will apply our knowledge through reasoning and problem solving. 
 
In STEM we will be learning about electricity and sound. We will explore how to make a 
successful circuit and create our own instrument.  
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
The lower Key Stage 2 team 

 
 

YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD BY: 
• Asking your child about their learning each day – can they tell you what they have learned? 

• Testing them on their times tables: 
Year 3 – 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8 times tables 
 Year 4 – All times tables up to 12x12 

• Testing them on their weekly spellings. 

• Reading with your child using Bug Club and their school book. Ask questions linked to the book. 

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER: 
PE Days - Self-Believing Sycamores: Wednesday 
                 Wise Willows: Thursday 
    Compassionate Chestnuts: Tuesday 
Homework - This is set each Friday and should be completed by the 
following Thursday. 
Use of Dojo - Please message on Dojo if you would like to speak to 
your child’s teacher. 

 
 
 


