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Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
It feels a very peculiar end of term but I wanted to connect with you fully, ahead of the summer break.  Firstly, I 
would like to thank you for all of your support and for the brilliant effort that you have applied in the process of 
home educating your child(ren). In addition, I really value the way in which our families have engaged in remote 
school events and competitions, such as Sports Day, mathematics competitions and house competitions.  They have 
helped to keep our school community united.   
 
If you haven’t already, you should soon receive a report for your child(ren).  I hope that you enjoy reading about 
their successes this academic year.  It has been lovely to welcome back so many children for participation in our 
induction, transition and transfer programmes.   
 
This week I have enjoyed two afternoons with our delightful Year 6 cohort for outdoor farewell ceremonies.  They 
are a fantastic group of young people and we will miss them (and their families) a great deal.  As a school 
community, we collectively wish them every success in their future and we want to let them know that we are 
always here for them, if they ever need us.  We are so looking forwarding to hosting them for a Prom in the autumn 
term as soon as we are able to do so.   
 
The staff team have been working incredibly meticulously and rigorously on planning for full reopening in 
September.  This communication details important information connected to this but we will continue to 
communicate with our families to ensure you have secure knowledge of our plans and confidence in the approaches 
that we are taking. 
 
At this point in time, I would like to outline some of the autumn term requirements that will apply to you as our 
families.  Firstly, if I could reiterate the need for only one parent to drop off and collect their child(ren).  It is of 
paramount importance that anyone who is displaying symptoms of Coronavirus, however mild, does not attend 
site in any circumstances.  This includes dropping off and collecting children.  In September, we will still only be 
able to have parents come into school through prior arrangement with myself as the Principal.   
 
We have clear procedures in school in the event of someone becoming unwell.  This includes children being sent 
home as soon as possible.  With this in mind, could I please ask that as Parents / Carers you ensure that you (or one 
of your listed contacts) are contactable during the school day at all times.  The full procedure is detailed in the risk 
assessment that is available to view on our website.  This will be further updated ahead of September.   
 
If someone has become unwell, they must follow the ‘stay at home guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed Coronavirus (COVID 19) infection’ which sets out that they must isolate for 7 days and should arrange to 
have a test.  Other members of the household, including siblings should self-isolate for 14 days from when the 
symptomatic person first had symptoms.  Children under the age of five can be tested and all children under the 
age of eleven will require support from Parents / Carers if they are using home testing kits.  The online booking 
website is https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ and you are able to order 
by telephone via NHS 119. It is important that Parents / Carers inform the school immediately.  Please do notify the 
school if you are not prepared to do this to enable us to act upon this information appropriately.  As a school, we 
will support you in ensuring government guidance is followed in line with both a positive and negative result.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
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As our families, I ask for your support in adhering to social distancing as much as possible.  Please do implement 
this as you travel to school as well as whilst you are on the school site.  It is important that you do not go into the 
areas of the playground that are designated for our children to line up with their teachers.   
 
Ahead of returning, we will ensure that you fully understand entrance and exit points as well as movement plans.  
Additionally, staff will be visible and on duty to support and help you with this at drop off and collection times.  It 
has been a requirement to implement two staggers as part of these new routines.  Upper Key Stage 2 will start at 
the earlier time of 8.30 am and finish at 3.30 pm.  Year 5 and 6 are able to enter the building from 8.20 am, 
however.  We have wanted to avoid shortening our day for any of our cohorts as this would cause difficulty for 
working parents and result in diminished learning time.     
 
It would really support our procedures if parents who have children in Early Years and Foundation Stage as well as 
older year groups could drop off their older child(ren) first and move round to Early Years having done that.  To 
assist parents and carers who are collecting more than one child we are altering the two Reception class end of 
day pick up time to 3.10 pm.   
 
We will be providing our usual wrap around care for families (Branches and breakfast club) but they will both be 
located in the school hall to enable social distancing.  The hall will be zoned into four quarters facilitating key stage 
bubbles.  If parents and carers could please bring children who are attending Branches and breakfast club to the 
door at the rear of the dining room.  In the spirit of fairness, the cost of morning Branches sessions will be adjusted 
for our families to account for this change.   
 
The government guidance asks schools to encourage parents, staff and pupils to walk or cycle to school if possible.  
It would be fantastic to see our families doing this as much as is feasible and we do have our bike and scooter shed 
to help facilitate this.  Please do ensure that children who cycle/come on a scooter wear helmets and are given 
clear parental guidance to scooter and cycle safely. 
 
The government has set out its position regarding attendance, which is summarised below for you: 
 
It is vital for all children to return to school to minimise, as far as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic 
on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development.  Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils 
falling further behind.  School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn 
term.  This means that from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 
 

• Parents’ duty to assure that their child attends regularly at the school where their child is a registered pupil 
and they are of compulsory age; 

• Schools responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence; 

• The availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 
conduct.  

 
At the start of the autumn term, we will ensure that our updated attendance and punctuality information leaflet is 
shared with you as families and we will continue to implement our plentiful attendance incentives so that children 
receive the appropriate praise and recognition for their strong attendance.   
 
From September, children will be required to be in full school uniform.  Our uniform policy has changed slightly and 
this letter will be re-shared with you, as I am aware that there has been a significant volume of information for 
families to absorb.  We do have second hand uniform that we are able to sell at very low cost and we also have a 
‘supporting achievement fund’ in place.  We will support our families with the cost of uniform where it is right to 
do so.  We are acutely aware that the pandemic has caused there to be challenging financial times for many.  If you 
would like to connect with us for support please use the inclusion@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

mailto:inclusion@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk
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email address.  Colleagues will be checking this throughout the holiday period.   
 
As Mr McCarthy set out, there will be a number of control measures implemented as well as changes to school 
organisation and routines in September.  Please be assured that leaders have worked collaboratively and 
meticulously to ensure our planning is very strong placing our community’s health, welfare and education at the 
heart of all our decision making.  In the interest of complete transparency, our risk assessment will continue to be 
accessible via the website and it will be updated ahead of September.  We will continue to communicate with you 
to ensure that you feel fully informed and confident.   
 
Key aspects that will be covered in future communications include: 
 

• The arrangements for regular hand washing/sanitising, including when children arrive at school, when they 
return from breaks and before and after eating; 

• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene via the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach; 

• Enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often. 
 
At this point, however, if you could get in touch via the info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk if you child has any allergies in 
terms of hand sanitiser.  Children will only be able to bring prescribed hand cream into school and children will not 
be able to bring their own sanitiser into school, as we have to be in a position to check the content and ingredients 
carefully.     
 
We would encourage you to sanitise items that are coming into school as you leave your home, for example water 
bottles and packed lunch containers.  This is not required as part of the guidance but represents our attempts to 
be as vigilant as we can be as a school community.  In terms of belongings, it is important to note that children must 
not bring any unnecessary items into school.  If the weather is warm and sunny, please apply sun cream to children 
whilst at home as they will not be able to bring sun cream into school.  Planners will remain in school.  I would 
encourage children to bring a decent size of water bottle.  This is because we are not able to use our drinking 
fountains to refill them.  Staff will facilitate children being able to have refills but it would greatly help if water 
bottles were of a fair size and filled.   
 
The DoJo platform will continue to be utilised to support key aspects of school operation.  We are currently setting 
up new class groups.  The school DoJo platform will be used for the following purposes: 
 

• Recording home reading; 

• Supporting communication with parents; 

• Encouraging parents to send the celebration messages that would normally go into the planner; 

• The Celebration Assembly (we will show this to children in school but we would like you to be able to view 
this too; 

• Raving Readers awards; 

• Aspects of homework. 
 

Please do continue to engage with the DoJo.  We are very eager to keep you involved in school life and the use of 
Class DoJo is part of our contingency plan in the event of further school closure.  
 
Our SEND and Inclusion team are working rigorously and meticulously to ensure bespoke and appropriate support 
for children who would benefit from specific help and preparation.  In this process, we are keen for parents to have 
a clear voice as your perspectives are of pivotal importance.  Leaders have worked together to establish a forensic 
curriculum recovery plan and I have every confidence that our children will flourish and prosper as an impact of 
this.  Our work sees children’s wellbeing and emotional health as the top priority.   
 

mailto:info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank Chris Stokes and The Farnley Academy for hosting us over this 
extended period.  This has been such a generous act and it has made such a positive difference to our school 
community.   
 
Finally, the best educational support that you can give to your children over the summer holidays is to encourage 
them to engage in and enjoy regular reading.  This powerfully supports achievement in all areas of the curriculum.   
 
Finally, I am so appreciative of all of your support and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for this.  
Have a wonderful summer.  Please stay safe and we cannot wait to see our children and families return in 
September.    
 
Kind Regards 

Helen Townsley 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


