0 % RYECROFT
‘1— ACADEMY

Executive Principal: Primary Education: Simon McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Helen Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr Mark Roper

Dear Parents/Carers,

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Ryecroft Academy. We are pleased you have chosen us to educate
and nurture your child through their primary education. This pack contains information about school and has various forms
for you to complete to support your child’s admission process.

Due to the current circumstances of the COVID 19 pandemic, we are unable to complete all aspects of our usual transition
process to support your child settling into school. However, we have been looking into ways in which we can adapt our
approach to ensure you and your child have had the opportunity to look around our environment, meet some of the staff,
find out more about the school and enjoy some stay and play sessions. It is our view that this adapted approach provides a
high level of support for your child and will really help them as they take the important step of starting primary school.

I would like to invite all new parents and children to school to come and look around our Early Years environment. This visit
will be done one family at a time and it will be carried out after school when all the current Reception children have gone
home, this will help to reduce the number of people within the area. Once you have completed the forms and they have
been sent back | will contact you and arrange a convenient date. During this visit we will look around the Early Years
classrooms and talk about:

-the staff who will be working with your child;

-the curriculum we follow;

-routines and the structure of a day in Reception;

-expectations of staff, parents and children;

-our online learning profiles;

-lunchtimes.
It will also be an opportunity for me to find out about you and your child; their likes and dislikes and any allergies or medical
conditions they may have. This information would usually be gathered during a home visit but current restrictions mean than
these will not be able to go ahead this year.

To support the admissions process please bring with you the following, we will take a photocopy of these during your visit:
e  Proof of address — a utility bill
e ID for your child — Passport or Birth certificate

As part of the transition process | would usually visit your child in their current setting. This will not be able to take place this
year and so | will phone your child’s setting and gather information about how your child is at Nursery and their current
assessment levels. Doing this helps to ensure every child has a successful transition into school where they feel safe and

happy.

Once all children and families have visited the setting, we will arrange for stay and play sessions to take place in July. At this
stage the plan is for these sessions to be scheduled after the school day and they will be done in groups of no more than 5
children. More details of how this will work will be sent out nearer the time. We are also devising other creative and
enjoyable ways of communicating with you and your child to help preparations for starting school and we look forward to
giving you more information about this is due course.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Kerilee Cappleman
Assistant Principal
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