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31 May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

I do hope you and your families are safe and well.  In my letter of 26 May, I explained that I intended to send you a 

series of communications to ensure you were kept fully informed as our plans evolve.  At this stage of our reopening 

preparation it feels most appropriate to write to you as parents/carers of prioritised pupils specifically.  We have 

really enjoyed seeing many of your children.  If your circumstances mean that your child(ren) are new to joining the 

prioritised group then we are very much looking forward to welcoming them back to school.  We have missed them 

a great deal.  

It is important to remind you that if your children are in an eligible year group (Year 6, Year 1, Reception and 

Nursery) they will be joining their cohorts at the allocated site rather than remaining at The Farnley Academy Hub 

provision.  As you know both our prioritised children (in Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5) and our Year 6 cohort will be based at The 

Farnley Academy. The return date for prioritised children is 3 June.  Any children in the eligible year groups will be 

able to remain in The Farnley Academy hub on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of June.  Phase Leaders of eligible year groups will 

write personalised letters to you so that you are clear of the arrangements as your child joins their own cohort. 

Although we have 5-day provision for priority children, we would ask that you only utilise this on the days that your 

work circumstances/personal circumstances require it as this will enable us to support more of our families.    

To register for your prioritised place, you need to do so via the website below: 

 

 https://tgat.org.uk/hubeducation 

We will then contact you to confirm if we are able to facilitate your place.  It is now essential that families register 

at least 48 hours in advance of any given day.  If you register after this timeframe, we will contact you to discuss 

your circumstances but there is a strong likelihood of your child(ren) not being able to access the hub provision on 

that day.  I am sure you can understand why this needs to be the case in terms of the required planning. 

 At The Farnley Academy we will have our separate designated area and facilities.  Our break times will remain 

separate from any Farnley Academy pupils. Each group will be allocated a separate morning break time to enjoy 

some fresh air and relaxation.  Lunch will be delivered to classrooms; following this each class group will have a 

designated outdoor lunchbreak time.  Pupils will be able to choose their ‘grab bag’ lunch from a menu each morning.   

I pledged in my last letter to set out arrival and departure routines.  During this time, no vehicles will be able to 

access The Farnley Academy site.   

Arrival Routine for Ryecroft Academy Prioritised Pupils 

Ryecroft Academy prioritised pupils will enter The Farnley Academy via the main drive / pathway.  If I could politely 

ask parents/carers not to drive up the drive or park on / at the end of the drive.  As pupils and families walk down 

towards the academy, please ensure you adhere to 2 metre social distancing and please do not congregate at any 

point.  Markers will be set out to support you in doing this.  Ryecroft Academy staff will welcome children as they 

arrive at the main gate and escort children across the zebra crossing before lining them up in groups with 

https://tgat.org.uk/hubeducation


 
 

 

2 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 733 0129 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

appropriate social distance maintained.  Ahead of entering the building, our children will wash and dry their hands 

at outdoor sink facilities.    

It is likely to be the case that some families will be leaving the site as others are arriving.  If this does occur, please 

do abide by the 2 metre social distancing guidelines.  The main drive has been designated for the arrival of Ryecroft 

Academy pupils only.  Please do not come onto The Farnley Academy site via the Whincover Drive snicket.  This 

will be the entry point for Farnley Academy students only.  Our prioritised pupils need to arrive by 8.30 am. Please 

do not arrive significantly earlier or later than this allocated time.  We seek your help and support in ensuring we 

can maintain appropriately staggered times for arrival and departure.  (We will of course, make appropriate 

allowances for families who have children in more than one year group.)   

Departure of Ryecroft Academy Prioritised Pupils 

Our pupils will depart via the Whincover Drive exit.  We will organise our pupils in socially distanced lines on The 

Farnley Academy field near to the bike shed area.  We will set out cones and markers and we politely ask that 

parents/carers stay behind these markers to allow us to organise the children appropriately in socially distanced 

lines and dismiss them to agreed adults in an organised and careful manner.  If you park on Whincover Drive, 

please do be mindful of this being a residential area and please show consideration to local neighbours.  If you 

could remember that poor parking and driving increases the risk for other road users and pedestrians (including 

Ryecroft Academy pupils who are leaving the site at this time.)  Prioritised pupils will finish their day at 3.30 pm.  

Once again, marking will be in place to support you in maintaining social distance. 

If your child is in the Year 5 cohort and you would prefer your child to walk home, rather than be collected, this is 

absolutely fine.  Katherine Marshall’s letter and reply slip will give you the opportunity to inform us if you wish you 

change your ‘permissions’ status in relation to this.  Please do get in touch promptly if this is something you would 

like to alter. We will otherwise assume your preference is to maintain your current arrangement.  No Farnley 

Academy students will be using the Whincover Drive exit as this has been designated as an exit point for Ryecroft 

Academy pupils only.  If you choose to collect your child(ren) at the end of the day, please do not come onto The 

Farnley Academy site via the Main Drive. This will be the exit point for Farnley Academy students only.   

 

At The Farnley Academy 

Arrival of Priority 
Children 

Departure of 
Priority Children 

8.30 am 3.30 pm 

Arrival of Year 6 Departure of Year 6  

8.45 am 3.15 pm 

 

Please do adhere to the allocated staggered timings. 

 

As a parent/carer, if you do feel that any matters arise that cannot be dealt with over the telephone and 

you need to meet with us in person, please do get in touch.  It is really important for me to inform you, 

however, that parents/carers must only come onto site with prior agreement and by arrangement. 

Our adapted Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy, adapted Positive Discipline Policy and COVID 19 

Policy are now available for you to view on the academy website.   
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Can I please take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support.  We are really looking forward 

to seeing your children soon. 

Kind regards 

 

 
Helen Townsley 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


