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25 May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

I do hope you and your families are safe and well.  On 20 May, you will have received a communication from Sir 

John Townsley, our Chief Executive Officer, in connection with our plans for partial reopening.  Although this 

overview was comprehensive, my purpose in writing to you is to provide you with information which is more specific 

to Ryecroft Academy.  It is important to remind families that it is still the case that reopening is dependent upon 

the five tests set out by the government being met by the 28 May 2020.  It is my intention to write to you on more 

than one occasion over the coming days and weeks as our plans evolve and to keep you as well informed as I 

possibly can.   

We are eager to see our children in the eligible year groups return to school, placing great value on being able to 

continue their education, but we fully respect, however, that as a parent/carer you have the absolute right to make 

the choice that you feel is in the best interests of your child(ren) and wider family.   

I hope that it is reassuring for you to understand that academy staff are engaged in very important preparatory 

work.  We have made very strong progress and we are working through identified control measures in a systematic 

and meticulous manner.   

The action plan, detailing the control measures, has been devised by our Trust Health and Safety team, taking 

account of guidance from several pivotal Health and Safety organisations as well as the Local Authority.   

We have already taken a number of steps to reduce the risk for pupils and staff. For example, pupils will be taught 

in small class groups.  Our numbers will mean that there will be no more than 10 children in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6 and no more than 12 children in Nursery where we have a significantly larger classroom space, outdoor space 

and more than one adult to support our youngest children.  Regular handwashing will become a normal practice; 

pupils and staff will wash and dry their hands on entry to school and as they leave school. We have placed hand-

washing supplies in each classroom and the start and finish times for children will be staggered as will break times.  

This will support social distancing and mean that children will only interact with those in their small group.  

All rooms are going to be disinfected before and after use with surfaces being regularly cleaned throughout the 

day.  Children will be provided with their own stationery/equipment and books, not sharing such items with others. 

We will also be guiding children to remain a safe distance from each other during their time in the academy. These 

are all part of the governments guidelines to reduce the risk of spreading the Covid-19 disease.  In the interest of 

complete transparency, you will be able to view, on our academy website, our approved Health and Safety and 

Safeguarding Policy during Covid-19 prior to 1 June 2020. 

You will have noted in Sir John’s communication that it has been specifically agreed that Ryecroft Academy will be 

offered additional support during this period because of the extensive nature of its capital development 

programme. Our commitment is that Year 6 pupils and Ryecroft’s ‘prioritised children’ will be based from 3 June 

2020 (prioritised children) and 8 June 2020 (Year 6 pupils) at The Farnley Academy.  

It is important to add that if a priority child is in Nursery, Reception or Year 1 they will be based at Ryecroft Academy 

(from the appropriate start date), joining the ‘band’ attending on that day.  Priority Year 6 children will join the Year 
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6 band attending on any given day rather than remain in the mixed priority children class.  I think that this is in the 

best interests of our children’s welfare, health and education.   

At the Farnley Academy we will have our separate designated area and facilities.  Our break times will remain 

separate from any Farnley Academy pupils.  Ryecroft Academy leaders and Farnley Academy leaders are 

collaborating together extensively in the planning process.  If for some families this arrangement means that they 

will need to take children to the two different sites, we will be both understanding and supportive in terms of 

punctuality.  

I intend to set out arrival and departure routines at both sites for you in detail in a future communication.  As well 

as staggering drop off and collection times at both Ryecroft Academy and The Farnley Academy, we have devised 

clear one-way systems which will enable social distancing.  Please be assured that clear floor markings, signage and 

colleagues on duty will guide and support families in understanding these systems.   

Please could we ask for only one parent/carer to drop off and collect children.  This is an important control 

measure on our risk assessment, helping us to effectively implement social distancing. It is very important for me 

to set out that no person is to attend our school site if they are displaying any symptoms of Coronavirus.  Any 

such person should follow government guidelines on self-isolating and testing. To be as helpful as we can, we 

intend for our Health &Safety team to write to you, summarising this government guidance.    

I would like to take this opportunity to ask Parents and Carers for their full support and cooperation, advising you 

not to congregate in playgrounds / outside school and to observe social distancing.  Arriving at the allocated time 

and our floor signage with 2 m distance markers will help you with this. 

 My next communication will also confirm with you the start and departure times for our pupils.  I have included 

below our provisional plan for this but please be aware that this is subject to change depending upon the choice 

that you make as parents in terms of your child’s/children’s return to school. 

At The Farnley Academy 

Arrival of Priority 
Children 

Departure of 
Priority Children 

8.30 am 3.30 pm 

Arrival of Year 6 
Group 1 

Departure of Year 6 
Group 1 

8.45 am 3.15 pm 

Arrival of Year 6 
Group 2 

Departure of Year 6 
Group 2 

8.45 am 3.15 pm 

 

At Ryecroft Academy 

Arrival of Nursery Departure of 
Nursery 

9.15 am 2.45 pm 

Arrival of Reception Departure of 
Reception 

9.00 am 3.00 pm 

Arrival of Year 1 
Group 1 

Departure of Year 1 
Group 1 
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8.45 am 3.15 pm 

Arrival of Year 1 
Group 2 

Departure of Year 1 
Group 2 

8.45 am 3.15 pm 

  

As set out by Sir John: from Thursday 4 June, we will begin the process of key induction sessions for all children in 

our nursery and reception provision. These sessions will be 2 hours in length and at Ryecroft Academy they will be 

undertaken in groups of no more than 5. It will be a prerequisite for any nursery or reception child to have attended 

a key induction session prior to them taking up a place with us from Monday 15 June onwards.    

The sessions are centred around supporting and helping our youngest children; guiding them in routines and gently 

reassuring them as they return to school.   Nursery induction sessions will run from 9am to 11am, and 12.30pm to 

2.30pm. Reception induction sessions will operate from 9.30am to 11.30am, and 1pm to 3pm. When we have linked 

with you on your intentions for your child(ren) and if you choose for them to return to school, we will notify you of 

the session that your child has been invited to attend. Every nursery and reception child’s induction session will be 

scheduled during the 7 days from Thursday 4 June to Friday 12 June.  

Sir John’s letter set out an A band and B band structure for pupils. Those bands will attend school on alternate days. 

In Week 1, for example, Band A will attend school on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Band B will attend on 

Tuesday and Thursday. This will then be reversed for Week 2, and then continue in this pattern. If you have children 

in different eligible year groups, we will ensure that we match their bands so that this can work for you as a family.   

The approach to teaching, learning and the curriculum will mirror the high quality approach that is in place under 

normal circumstances at Ryecroft Academy.  Although teaching and playing activities which require close, direct 

supervision or contact will cease e.g. gymnastics and football in PE.  Equipment that would cause a higher level of 

risk (such as that used typically in D&T and science requiring close supervision) will not be used.  Following 

guidelines, we will build in further opportunities for outdoor learning.  In my next communication, I will write in 

further detail, about the teaching, learning and assessment policy that will be in place as well as our PD policy for 

ensuring our children feel their efforts are highly valued.   

You will know from Sir John’s letter that we do not expect children to wear uniform.  We would kindly ask parents 

to ensure that children’s clothing is suitable and practical for both indoor and outdoor school activity and that it 

can be washed at a high temperature after each day in school.  We politely ask you to abide by our usual 

expectations connected to jewellery, watches and hair accessories. It is a preference for sleeves to be short but if 

the weather cools and this is not suitable, please ensure sleeves and any other element of clothing is not obstructive 

in any way.   

We will allow sun hats but these will need to remain in school.  As is usually the case, parents and carers will be 

asked to apply sunscreen to their child in the morning before arriving.  As we are planning to use space to facilitate 

outdoor learning we will consciously take advantage of shaded areas. 

As you know, ‘grab bag’ high quality packed lunches (inclusive of vegetarian and vegan options) will be brought to 

children’s classrooms and they will be free of charge.  If you would like to get in touch with us about specific dietary 

requirements please feel very welcome to do so, although we will also check carefully with you before children 

return to school.  Additionally, children will be provided with a bottle of water enabling them to stay hydrated 

throughout the day.     
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As I mentioned earlier, this will be the first of what I anticipate will be a series of communications over the next 

phase of time with you, our families.  Through this approach, I hope that you will feel reassured and confident about 

our work as a school and our determination to support your child/children to the very highest of standards.  

 

Kind regards 

Helen Townsley 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


