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March 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I felt it important to give you an update on our planning to address the challenges presented by the spread 
of Coronavirus. We receive daily updates from the Department for Education (DfE) and Public Health 
England and speak regularly with Health and Safety officers within The GORSE Academies Trust to ensure 
that we have available to us the most up to date and accurate information. It is this information that we 
are using to ensure that we have in place appropriate contingency plans for a range of situations. The 
current advice is that we continue to operate the academy as normal. 
 
We are, however, reaffirming the government advice about hand washing and making sure that toilet 
areas are stocked with appropriate soaps and hand wash. Cleaning staff have been deployed to increase 
the cleaning of all touch-surfaces such as door handles. All academy trips and visits are being assessed on 
a trip by trip basis and it is possible that difficult decisions about cancellations may take place. We will 
obviously communicate any decisions as soon as practicable to children and parents. 
 
The academy leadership team are also planning for a range of different potential scenarios. These include 
partial closure of the academy to limit the number of children in the building or to accommodate high 
levels of staff absence. Potentially, the closure of the whole academy for a limited period is a possibility. 
In planning we will ensure that we think carefully about the needs of children in Year 6 who will shortly 
be sitting external examinations. At the present time it is not possible to attach a probability to any of 
these potential scenarios. 
 
In the event of a closure of the academy we are completing plans to issue work to the children. This will 
come in the form of work packs that will be provided to children shortly and should be kept at home for 
use in the eventuality of school closure. If the school does not close, these packs can be used for revision. 
In addition to those packs, should you be able to access the internet, companies such as White Rose Maths 
Hub, Twinkle and Classroom Secrets are offering online content free of charge. Your child’s class teacher 
will identify which resources would be appropriate for your child.   
 
As we will need to communicate updates via text, it is important that all parents/carers ensure that we 
hold your current contact details. If you believe that we do not hold your correct details, or wish to confirm 
this, please contact the academy as soon as possible.  
 
The current advice from the Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is to continue to prepare for 
examinations and other assessments as normal. As would be expected, the STA is working with the DfE. 
They are also planning for a range of scenarios. Their overriding priorities are fairness and keeping 
disruption to a minimum. 
 
During this time, we ask that you continue to follow the academy procedures for absence and ask all 
children to continue as normal. If you do have any concern about suspected Coronavirus please do contact 
the academy reception or email the academy at info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk.  



 
 

 

2 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 733 0129 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

 
I share the basics of our plans with you in a spirit of openness and transparency but hope that you 
understand that this is an unprecedented situation and I am sure that things will change, and we will need 
to respond accordingly to the evolving story. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Mrs H. Townsley 
 

 
 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


