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Dear Parent / Carer 
 
RE: Coronavirus Update 
 
As you will be aware, last week the Government moved from the ‘contain’ phase of its coronavirus 
planning to the ‘delay’ phase, however schools have been instructed to remain open at this time. 
This action is intended to slow the spread of the virus in order to ensure that the National Health 
Service (NHS) is able to cope with demand for its services. It is vital that schools do their very best 
to remain open, as this will support other essential public services such as the NHS and their 
suppliers with parents who are working to remain in their employment. 
 
I am sure that parents / carers will agree that it is exceptionally important that as an organisation 
we support the Government in their efforts to delay the spread of the virus. Following a meeting last 
week with senior colleagues from across The GORSE Academies Trust, it has been agreed that 
effective Tuesday 17 March, additional preventative measures will be put in place to protect the 
health of our staff and students. These measures will be reviewed daily and will remain in place 
only for as long as is necessary: 

 

• Visits to the academy by both members of public and parents will be strictly by appointment only. 
Wherever possible, parental meetings will take place over the phone, however, if a face to face 
meeting is required, this will need to be approved by the Principal in advance.  

• Please do not come into the Reception area unless absolutely necessary.  Please communicate 
via telephone instead.  Only the main door, with the intercom, will be in use over the next phase 
of time. 

• All domestic trips planned for the remainder of this half term that involve our pupils coming into 
contact with pupils from other schools will be cancelled or postponed.  This is inclusive of the 
Early Years Farm Visit, the Brilliant Scholars trip to York University and the attendance at The 
Farnley Academy Ghost dress rehearsal.   

• Assemblies will be cancelled for the remainder of this half term. This includes class assemblies 
when we would normally invite families to attend.   

• Family Learning classes and parent workshops will be postponed until after the Easter break at 
the earliest. 

• Work experience, student and volunteer placements will be postponed until later in the year.  

• Sports fixtures against other schools will be postponed until after Easter at the earliest. This also 
includes weekly swimming for Year 4 and GORSE Karate grading. 

• Parents of EYFS children (Nursery and Reception classes) will need to say their goodbye at the 
door as we are unable to allow families into school.   

• The Year 6 SATs family information evening scheduled for 24 th March will be postponed until 
later in the year.  

• The Mother’s Day craft for EYFS scheduled on Thursday 19th of March and the Mother’s Day 
lunch scheduled for the same day will be cancelled. (The cost of lunch for female relatives who 
were intending to attend will, of course, be refunded.) 

• The school photographs, which were due to take place on the 18 th of March, will be postponed 
until later in the year.   
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• I will confirm as soon as I can if the School Nursing team will visit Reception and Year 6 on the 
3rd of April.   

• We are working with our catering providers, Taylor Shaw, to review our lunch service.  We will 
be operating an extended service to ensure additional hygiene measures are followed whilst 
ensuring we are controlling the number of children using the dining facilities at any one time.   

• We will continue to visit homes for absences, in particular for those with persistent poor 
attendance. We will ask parents to bring children to the door or window so that we can check on 
their welfare. We will also attempt to visit our most vulnerable families during the current 
difficulties. 

• We hope to maintain our twice weekly food deliveries and are currently exploring if there is a way 
of supporting families who receive Free School Meals should we be asked/decide to close; 

• Breakfast club, after school clubs and Branches will continue as normal. 
 
The measures outlined above are taken to support the delay of the spread of the virus. We ask that 
all staff, pupils and parents continue to follow Government advice in relation to self-isolating for 7 
days should you display symptoms of a new continuous cough or a high temperature. If you are 
experiencing these symptoms within the family, please contact school before sending your child 
and we will advise.  
 
We would also ask that parents do not request any extended leave for holidays as this also goes 
against the Government advice for containment, and there remains the risk (varied by destination 
country) that you may not be allowed to re-enter the UK or may need to enter quarantine for 15 
days if you do. 
 
 
Please help us to reinforce the following advice which we are insisting upon in school: 

• Ensure your child washes their hands regularly with soap and water, and before they leave 
for school.  

• Remind them to wash their hands when they arrive at school with soap and water. 

• Remind them to wash their hands when they return from school using soap and water. 

• Encourage your child not to share water bottles or any other food and drinks items with 
other pupils.  Please ensure water bottles are thoroughly washed with hot, soapy water 
daily.    

• Avoid any physical contact during social times (high 5s, hand-shakes, contact games and 
embraces with friends). 

• Use cutlery when eating meals to avoid hand-to-mouth contact wherever possible.  

• Wherever possible please provide your child with clean clothes every day to avoid the 
spread of and contact with germs.  

 
I would like to thank all parents / carers for their continued support during this unprecedented time. 
Please continue to check our website for further updates and look out for letter and text message 
updates.   
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Helen Townsley 

  Principal 


