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March 2020
Principal’s Message
Dear Parent / Carer,

Thank you to parents and families for all of your support in preparing costumes for World Book Day. The children looked
fantastic and demonstrated such enthusiasm throughout the day. | hope your children are enjoying completing some of the
reading challenges that were established. Please could | take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of reading
regularly with your child/children. Reading is such a fundamental skill and is conducive to success across all areas of the
curriculum.

This week, our Year 6 children have been engaged in their SATs revision day with great support from colleagues across the
Trust. We are extremely lucky to have had the involvement of The Farnley Academy mathematics teachers as well as our SCITT
mathematics trainees. This year, the event was held at The Morley Academy and children then be enjoyed a visit to The
Everyman Cinema in Leeds city centre in the afternoon where they experienced a private film viewing. | am extremely proud
of the work ethic of our Year 6 pupils and | hope they enjoy this well-deserved treat.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming Lindsey Tugby, our newly recruited Sports Coach who is joining our
professional team just before Easter. | am extremely keen to ensure we keep exercise, healthy lifestyles, sporting participation
and excellent Sport Science and PE teaching as a central part of what we do at Ryecroft Academy and | know you will join me
in making Lindsey feel very welcome.

On Friday at approximately 3:30 pm, there was a road traffic accident outside of school involving two cars carrying pupils from
our school as passengers. The collision caused one of the cars to mount the curb and eventually come to a halt at the end of
the school drive. Thankfully, no one was hurt in the collision. This could have been a very different scenario, however, if this
had taken place just 10 minutes earlier when the end of the school drive is significantly busier. It is therefore an appropriate
time to remind both pedestrians and drivers of the need to be extra vigilant when using the roads around school at this busy
time.

Guidance to help us to be considerate of others and mindful of safety:

. Please do not stop on the jagged yellow lines for any reason as this reduces visibility for pedestrians trying to cross
the road;

. Ensure that you do not park in a manner that restricts pedestrian traffic on the pavement i.e. parking on the pavement
in a way that blocks or reduces the pavement;

o Remember that the 'drive way' up to school is still a road and to be mindful of cars entering and leaving school;

o Parents and carers to be watchful and take care of their young ones during this extra busy period;

o Parents and carers to remind their children of how to stay safe around roads, particularly if they come to and from
school on their own;

. Drivers to drive at a very steady speed so that they are able to stop if a child unexpectedly steps/falls into the road;

. Drivers to recognise that the road does get congested and to fairly allow cars travelling in the opposite direction to
pass in turn.

It is all of our responsibility to be safe around roads. Again, thankfully no one was hurt this time.

Have a lovely week.

Mrs H Townsley
Principal
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_ Captains Café

Recent Events

World Book Day
On Thursday 5 March 2020, Ryecroft Academy celebrated World Book Day in style with some fantastic costumes! Thank you
for all your support with this. The children looked amazing and we had a really fun day. Every class in school had a visit from
an author, we swapped teachers to listen to some favourite stories and we voted for our best-dressed class member (pictures
below). All children have received a £1 book voucher, which can be used either for one of the free World Book Day titles
available in shops or for money off a more expensive book.
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Year 5/6 Football

On Thursday night, our Year 5/6 Football team played in their first football tournament of the year. The boys tried hard and
represented Ryecroft superbly in terms of their attitude and application. Unfortunately, results did not go our way against
some strong sides. We managed a draw against Holy Family, but suffered 3 narrow defeats against the other teams in the
group. Onward and upwards, the boys are looking forward to their next tournament.

Next week, on Thursday, we look forward to our mixed netball team getting their first tournament of the year under their belts.

Parent Gym Week 5 — Discover
This week at Parent Gym our 4 missions were all about helping our children explore the world. Did you know that parents have
the greatest impact on our children’s education?

Learning shouldn’t stop when the children come home from school. With your help, they should be discovering new things all
the time...but sometimes that is not easy!

‘I can’t help my child with their homework if | don’t understand it" was one of the questions we had in our fun true or false
quiz. What do you think the answer is?

We also discussed how we can manage our children’s screen time. Something that is beneficial for all family members.

Parent Gym is a 6 week course of 2 hour sessions. We will be running Parent Gym sessions throughout the year. If you
would like to sign up please speak to Mrs Hodgkin

MANAGING m
SCREENTIME e 3

Benofits of limiting
scroen

Future Events

Friends at Ryecroft & Parent Craft Group

Mrs Barker would like to invite any parents who have shown an interest in the Friends At Ryecroft group and the Parent Craft
group to our first meeting. It will be on 25 March 2020 at 2.15pm. Please sign in at the office and then come over to the family
hub where light refreshments will be served.
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Mother’s Day Lunch
Mother’s Day Lunch will take place on Thursday 19 March 2020. A letter has been sent home with your child detailing the cost
and choices of meals available. Please ensure that you have paid for your meal via parent pay by the deadline.

Mother’s Day Present Room

We will also be running our present room shop for children to come and buy gifts for their Mum / female relatives. It will be
held the week commencing Monday 16 March 2020 each day whilst stocks last. The EYFS/KS1 session will be 12-12:15. KS2 will
be 12:15-12:30. All presents cost £1.50.

Easter Holiday Fun & Food

New Wortley Community Centre are running an Easter Holiday Club on the following dates:
Monday 6 April 2020

Wednesday 8 April 2020

Wednesday 15 April 2020

Friday 17 April 2020

The events start at 11am and finish at 1pm, with lunch being served at 12 noon. If you are interested, please pick up a leaflet
and registration form from the school office.

General Notices

Are you interested in losing weight and improving the health of your family?

The University of Leeds are carrying out a study to see how parents attending Weight Watchers influence their children and
how we can tackle childhood obesity by intervening with parents rather than the child.

The parent will receive free access to Weight Watchers (now WW) for 3 months as part of the study.
If you would be interested, please pick up an information leaflet from the school office.

Hand Gel

Due to Health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to bring sanitising hand gel in to school. All children have access
to hand washing facilities, either located within their classrooms or the toilets. We would like to reiterate the importance of
children washing their hands regularly and thoroughly to avoid the spreading of germs.

How to wash your hands:

It's generally best to wash your hands with soap and water. Over-the-counter antibacterial soaps are no more effective at
killing germs than is regular soap.

Follow these steps:

Wet your hands with clean, running water — either warm or cold.

Apply soap and lather well.

Rub your hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds. Remember to scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists,
between your fingers and under your fingernails.

Rinse well.

Dry your hands with a clean towel or air-dry them.

Family Line Service

In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:

Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat

Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more
complex issues.

All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free.

0808 802 6666

Text: 07537 404 282
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familyline@family-action.org.uk
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm

Being Internet Smart

Dealing with cyberbullying

It is estimated that, between one-third to one-half of children, have been affected by this type of bullying. It is unacceptable,
it is criminal, it causes misery, and it takes the lives of otherwise happy, healthy children that would have gone on to have
bright futures. With this kind of statistic, it makes sense to talk to your child on a regular basis to ensure they are not being
affected. Take these steps to deal with the problem.

1.
2.

w

Tell them that cyberbullying is wrong and if it is happening to them they should come to you straight away.

Report the bullying to your Internet service provider and also to the social media provider connected with the
offending accounts.

Advise your child’s school if the bullies attend the same setting.

Look out for any tell-tale signs of bullying which could include your child becoming withdrawn and their schoolwork
being affected.

Bullies get bored when there is no reaction, so teach your child to ignore the messages and to not issue responses
online.

If the matter is serious, you could contact your local police and take a civil or criminal approach to this behaviour.

This half term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME

Make your own paper clock

Why not make your own paper clock at home by following the instructions on the website below!
We have purchased enough paper plates and split pins for every single child in school to make
one of these paper plate clocks that will be an essential tool in supporting your child in telling the
time. The plates and split pins will be available in reception - please just go and ask for a set. If
your child brings it in to show your class teacher, they will receive an additional 5 homework
stamps, which adds to their House's total points as well as their personal total.
https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/

Punctuality

As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late.

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time

Minutes Late
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late
Happy Hedgehogs 3 66
Loyal Lapwings 9 372
Fair-Minded Firs 5 67
Honest Hawthorns 5 159
Respectful Robins 5 108
Wise Willows 3 149
Compassionate Chestnut 3 86
Self-Believing Sycamores 4 122
Resilient Rowans 8 369
Persevering Poplars 6 197
Empathetic Elders 2 124
REMEMBER - EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
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ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Super star
Friendly Frogs 83.2% Loyal Lapwings Pippa
—h Honest Hawthorns William
Respectful Robins 94.5% Fair-minded Firs Lily
Loyal Lapwings 88.9% Self-believing Sycamores | Freya
Honest Hawthorns 97.1% Compassionate Chestnuts | Macey
Fair-minded Firs 95.0% Wise Willows Gloria
Self-believing Sycamores 90.3% Resilient Rowans Nikita
Compassionate Chestnuts 96.7% Persevering Poplars Elliott
Wise Willows 97.2% Empathetic Elders Jade
Resilient Rowans 87.1%
Persevering Poplars 95.7%
Empathetic Elders 97.3%

Congratulations to Happy Hedgehogs for the best attendance this week

98.9%

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 24 February to 28 February was:

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date:

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is

97%

SLT Praise Visits

Friendly Frogs

Esme
Olivia
Bruno

Happy Hedgehogs

Jacob
Alex
Joshua

Respectful Robins

Emily
Lucy
Tyler

Loyal Lapwings

Philip
Emma
Noah

Honest Hawthorns

Izzie
Caela
Leo

Fair-minded Firs

Ruby
Maddie
Nathan

Self-believing Sycamores

Mia
Lola
David

Compassionate Chestnuts

Adam
Laura
Kane
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Wise Willows Gloria

Scarlett

Jasmine

Resilient Rowans Sima

Sam

Kian

Persevering Poplars Destiny

Marcus

Kristian

Empathetic Elders Layla

Jayden

Jack

Diary Dates to Remember

Monday 16 March 2020

Mother’s day Present room opens (Monday, Tuesday Wednesday & Friday
Lunchtime)

Wednesday 18 March 2020

Sycamores spirituality festival — Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla

Wednesday 18 March 2020

School Photographs — Class groups

Thursday 19 March 2020

Mother’s Day Lunch

Monday 23 March 2020

Staff Training Day (4)

Wednesday 25 March 2020

Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter

Thursday 26 March 2020

9.00am EYFS Amazing Animals Celebration

Monday 30 March 2020

House competition (4)

Friday 3 April 2020

Academy Closes

Monday 20 April 2020

Academy Opens

Tuesday 28 April 2020

Parents’ evening — 2pm until 3.10pm and 3.20pm until 7.30pm

Wednesday 29 April 2020

Coffee Morning 9.00am — 10.00am

Friday 8 May 2020

May Day — Academy Closed

Tuesday 19 May 2020

Teeth Team 6 monthly check (Nursey — Year 2)

Tuesday 19 May 2020

Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am — 2.30pm

Thursday 21 May 2020

Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am — 2.30pm

Wednesday 20 May 2020

Willows spirituality assembly — Eid al-fitr

Thursday 21 May 2020

Academy Closes

Friday 22 May 2020

Additional Training day — academy closed to students

Monday 1 June 2020

Academy Opens

Wednesday 3 June 2020

Rowans Curriculum Assembly

Wednesday 10 June 2020

Sycamores Curriculum Assembly

Wednesday 17 June 2020

Hawthorns Curriculum assembly

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5)
Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day
Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes

Thursday 3 September 2020

Staff Training Day (1)

Friday 4 September 2020 Staff training day (2)
Monday 7 September Academy Opens
Helen Townsley Simon Hayes
Principal Assistant Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact
Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow.
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