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2 March 2020 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
I hope your children have really enjoyed their first week back at school.   
 
Before the half term holiday, we hosted our Rainbow Disco and I would like to thank parents and staff for all of their hard work 
in facilitating this.  Such events challenge our capacity and could not be achieved, without the input and involvement of our 
parents as well as staff giving up their free time so generously.  Particular thanks must go to Mrs Barker who leads and 
coordinates the organisation of such events so competently.  The children had a fantastic time and we managed to raise 
£187.75.  Proceeds will go to the school council fund raising.   
 
As a Primary Trust, we are working collaboratively to further develop our curriculum and with this in mind, the Trust Board 
have approved an additional training day this academic year.  This is scheduled for Friday 22 May.  I appreciate that this is an 
additional day and that this can cause childcare difficulties for working parents.  If you are a working parent, we would like to 
offer support on this occasion and provide free of charge childcare in school.  Numbers are limited and this will be arranged on 
a ‘first come, first served basis’.   If you would like to take up our offer, please contact Mrs Joanne Barrick.   
 
As I am sure you will remember, from earlier communications, we like to take action as a school to be kind and generous to 
our local neighbours.  Earlier in the year, we made gift boxes, thank you cards and biscuits to thank our neighbours for their 
patience with us whilst phase 1 of the Capital Development project was being completed.  We are now busily working on our 
next gesture.  Children in our Early Years have been working enthusiastically to plant out our wooden planters, which are 
situated at the back of the dining room.  This has added lots of colour to enhance this area of school.  Ahead of the holidays, 
however, we will be transferring our flowers into some individual planters to gift to our local neighbours.  I hope you enjoy the 
photos below.   
 

              
 
Mr Hayes will be moving onto a new role following the Easter holidays.  He has been successful in securing a promoted role 
and I know you will want to join me in wishing him every success for the future as well as thanking him for his incredible 
contributions to Ryecroft Academy over the last few years.  Mrs Marshall will be taking on the leadership of Upper Key Stage 
2 from Easter.   
 
I know I have already informed you of our ‘Mile a Day’ success and let you know about the amount of money we raised as a 
school (£1060.29).  This was incredible, given that the combined amount from all primary academies was in the region of 
£1800.  I am so pleased to be part of this community and we really are ‘the little school with the big heart’.  Anna McKenzie 
from Richmond Hill Academy is so appreciative and she is determined to visit to thank Ryecroft children personally. 
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Have a lovely week.   
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal          
        

Captains Café 
 

 
 
   

Recent Events 
Lineham Farm – Year 5 Residential  
On Wednesday 5 February, our Year 5 pupils visited Lineham Farm for a 3 day residential. During the residential pupils took 
part in a number of outdoor adventurous activities and had a fantastic time. All pupils were a credit to Ryecroft, with the 
Lineham Farm staff commenting on what a fantastic week that they had too. We were fortunate to have some spectacular 
weather which helped to enhance the experience further. For some of our pupils this was the first time that they had ever 
stayed away from home and all of them handled this really well. What a fantastic week! Please visit our website for a selection 
of photos from the visit. 
 

    
 

Manor House Visit  
On Thursday 13 February the year 1 and year 2 children visited Manor House to make Valentine's day cards with the residents. 
As always, the residents were excited to see the children. Elsie drew a beautiful picture for us, she is very talented.  Olive was 
thrilled to received 5 cards from the children and commented that her Norman would be very jealous! She helped to make 
some cards and enjoyed telling us stories about her and Norman and her grandson Andrew. Joshua was especially delightful 
and spent a long time chatting and making cards with Rita.  The children were all so proud that they had made the residents 
smile and brought a little bit of joy to their day. We look forward to visiting again in the Spring. 
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Tuck Shop 
As the healthy tuck shop is getting more popular, please could children only visit the shop on their allocated day. This is to 
ensure children are not queueing for too long and missing their playtime. Please see the rota below. 
 

  Monday Wednesday Friday 

LKS2 shop Willows Sycamores Chestnuts 

UKS2 shop Rowans Elders Poplars 

 
Following a discussion at school council we have decided that only tokens purchased through parent pay will be accepted at 
the shop. Children will not be able to purchase items using money. This is to safeguard against children carrying money into 
school and the increased risk of money being lost or stolen. 
 
Tuck shop lists will be printed on a Friday morning so School council can update their lists for the following week. Please ensure 
tokens are purchased by Friday morning if your child would like to use the tuck shop during the next week. 
 
Green GORSE 
As our Green GORSE representative, Layla attended a trust wide meeting at Hillcrest Academy. During this meeting, she 
presented the ideas she had researched to the other Green GORSE representatives such as installing LED lighting throughout 
school, lowering the overall heating temperature by just one degree and installing electric charge points in the school car park 
to encourage staff to buy electric cars. She also shared a letter that she had written to the Ryecroft site team outlining and 
asking for support in reducing the schools carbon footprint, this format could then go on to be replicated by pupils in other 
academies in the Trust. As always, Layla was a fantastic representative for Ryecroft. 

 
Parent Gym Week 4 – CARE 
This week at Parent Gym our 4 missions were all about how to care for our family and ourselves through being active and 
healthy. 
 



 
 

 

4 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

Being healthy isn’t just about eating the right foods, although that’s important. We also need to teach our children to exercise 
regularly, get the right amount of sleep and to deal with their problems properly so that their minds stay healthy too. 
 
We discussed how we can tackle fussy eating and how many different ways we can stay active as a family. We found 13 in 3 
minutes! 
 
We also discussed how important we are as parents and how we can take care of ourselves so that we have the energy and 
good health to be the best parents we can be. 
 

Parent Gym is a 6 week course of 2 hour sessions. We will be running Parent Gym sessions throughout the year. If you 
would like to sign up please speak to Mrs Hodgkin 

 
 

         
 

LKS2 Roman workshop 
Year 3 and 4 enjoyed a two-day workshop this week where the children learnt about Roman life, leisure, the army and much 
more. All the children were dressed up as Romans to add to their experience and to understand what life was like for the 
Romans. 
Both year groups thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and our visitors commented on how brilliant the children were and how 
amazed they were at the knowledge that the children already had. It would be brilliant if all parents could spend time discussing 
the event with children to help them instill this knowledge for their future learning. 
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Year 3 and 4 Boys football Tournament at Dixons Unity  
The boys played their first Tournament  together and played brilliantly, they were such a 
credit to the school and all got stuck in working well as a team. Their results were as 
follows: Ryecroft Academy 2 – Lower Wortley 0 (scorers Caleb & Oscar), Ryecroft 
Academy 1 – Castleton 1 (scorer De Paul); Ryecroft Academy 3 – Five Lanes 1 (Scoreres 
Caleb, Kane. Oscar) Well done boys!! 

 
 
 
 

Future Events 
 

Holi Religious Festival - Non uniform day 10 March 
On Tuesday 10 March we will be celebrating the ancient Hindu festival, Holi. Holi celebrates the arrival of spring after winter 
and it is recognised as a day of spreading happiness and love. This festival is also known as the festival of colour and to celebrate 
in school we are giving children the opportunity to wear non-uniform. We ask that children come to school dressed in bright 
colours to commemorate this religious celebration and they do not need to bring any money. 
 
Coffee Morning 
Our next coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 4 March at 9am-10am in our Family Hub. 
Come along for a chat over a drink and a slice of cake. 
Everyone welcome! 

 
World Book Day – Thursday 5 March 2020 
World book day is on Thursday 5 March. This is how we plan to celebrate: 
• On Thursday 5 March, children have the opportunity to dress up as their favourite character from a book.  They will    

vote for the best outfit in each class and the winners will have a photo on the website and in the newsletter (only, of 
course, if they have parental permission for this).  

• At the end of the day, teachers will swap classes and read an extract of their favourite book to the children. 
• All children will receive a visit from an author this week.  Steve Webb will visit EYFS and KS1 and Marie Basting will 

visit KS2.  Signed books will be on sale - details to follow.   
 
Easter Holiday Fun & Food 
New Wortley Community Centre are running an Easter Holiday Club on the following dates: 
Monday 6 April 2020 
Wednesday 8 April 2020 
Wednesday 15 April 2020  
Friday 17 April 2020 
 
The events start at 11am and finish at 1pm, with lunch being served at 12noon. If you are interested please pick up a leaflet 
and registration form from the school office. 
 
 
 

 
General Notices 

 
 

Are you interested in losing weight and improving the health of your family? 
 
The University of Leeds are carrying out a study to see how parents attending Weight Watchers influence their children and 
how we can tackle childhood obesity by intervening with parents rather than the child.    
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The parent will receive free access to Weight Watchers (now WW) for 3 months as part of the study.    
 

If you would be interested, please pick up an information leaflet from the school office. 
 
 
Hand Gel 
Due to Health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to bring sanitizing hand gel in to school. All children have access 
to hand washing facilities, either located within their classrooms or the toilets. We would like to reiterate the importance of 
children washing their hands regularly and thoroughly to avoid the spreading of germs. 
 
 
How to wash your hands: 
It's generally best to wash your hands with soap and water. Over-the-counter antibacterial soaps are no more effective at 
killing germs than is regular soap. 
Follow these steps: 
Wet your hands with clean, running water — either warm or cold. 
Apply soap and lather well. 
Rub your hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds. Remember to scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists,  
between your fingers and under your fingernails. 
Rinse well. 
Dry your hands with a clean towel or air-dry them. 
 
 
Family Line Service  
In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a 
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:  
 
Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat 
Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more 
complex issues.  
All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free. 
 
0808 802 6666 
Text: 07537 404 282 
familyline@family-action.org.uk 
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm 

 
Being Internet Smart 
I want to reduce screen time in my house: what can I do? 
 
Have a plan and stick to it: It is helpful to sit down in calm moment, as a family, and discuss the boundaries of screen use that 
you will be adopting, using the above questions as a guide. It is important that: everyone understands the boundaries; family 
members are praised and, if appropriate, rewarded for respecting these boundaries; and boundaries are consistently applied 
and, if necessary, consequences are put in place. 
 
Be aware, but not intrusive or judgmental. 
Think about your own media use: maybe what you are doing on your phone is important, but can it wait? 
 
Prioritise face-to-face interaction: online interaction is great, but no substitute for the real thing! 
 
Protect sleep: No screens for an hour before planned sleep time is a sensible rule of thumb 
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This half term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME  
Make your own paper clock 
Why not make your own paper clock at home by following the instructions on the website below! 
We have purchased enough paper plates and split pins for every single child in school to make 
one of these paper plate clocks that will be an essential tool in supporting your child in telling the 
time. The plates and split pins will be available in reception - please just go and ask for a set. If 
your child brings it in to show your class teacher, they will receive an additional 5 homework 
stamps, which adds to their House's total points as well as their personal total.  
https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/ 
 
 
 

 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 
Happy Hedgehogs 5 61 

Loyal Lapwings 7 233 

Fair-Minded Firs 4 154 

Honest Hawthorns 4 144 

Respectful Robins 4 80 
Wise Willows 4 58 

Compassionate Chestnuts 5 82 

Self-Believing Sycamores 9 369 

Resilient Rowans 5 296 

Persevering Poplars 4 186 
Empathetic Elders 5 40 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
 

                         ATTENDANCE               PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                             
                                                                                                                   Role Model                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Friendly Frogs 79.7%  Loyal Lapwings Kianna 

Happy Hedgehogs 96.0%  Honest Hawthorns Lacie-Jaii 

Respectful Robins 94.1%  Fair-minded Firs Harley 

Loyal Lapwings  98.2%  Self-believing Sycamores Mia  

Honest Hawthorns 97.1%  Compassionate Chestnuts James 

Fair-minded Firs 96.0%  Wise Willows Jamie 

Self-believing Sycamores 98.3%  Resilient Rowans Sima 

Compassionate Chestnuts 98.0%  Persevering Poplars Joshua 

Wise Willows 96.6%  Empathetic Elders Oliver 

Resilient Rowans 92.4%  

Persevering Poplars 97.1% 

Empathetic Elders 98.6% 

https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/
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Congratulations to Empathetic Elders for the best attendance this week   

98.6% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 10 February to 14 February was: 

97.2% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.9% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 
 
 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Storm 
Alex 

Chester 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Katelyn 
George 
Fayth 

 
Respectful Robins 

Leon 
Emily 
Frank 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Jake 
Pippa 

Sophie 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Sahand 
Daisy 

Leighton  

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Lily 
Maddie 
Elliott 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Leah 
Hannah 
Oliver 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Josh 
Reuben 
Elliott 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Caleb 
Jaiden 

Poppy O 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Amaya 
Leland 
Alfie 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Annie 
Jamie-Leigh 

Jack 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Brooke 
Grace 
Sonny 
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Diary Dates to Remember 

Tuesday 3 March 2020 UKS2 Maths Workshop – 9.00am – 9.30am  

Wednesday 4 March 2020 Willows Curriculum assembly 9.40am 

Wednesday 4 March 2020 Coffee Morning 9am – 10am – In the Family Hub 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 EYFS – Reading / play and Stay session  

Wednesday 11 March 2020 Chestnuts Spirituality celebration - passover 

Monday 16 March 2020 Mother’s day Present room opens (Monday, Tuesday Wednesday & Friday 
Lunchtime) 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 Sycamores spirituality festival – Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 School Photographs – Class groups 

Thursday 19 March 2020 Mother’s Day Lunch 

Monday 23 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Wednesday 25 March 2020 Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter 

Thursday 26 March 2020 9.00am EYFS Amazing Animals Celebration  

Monday 30 March 2020 House competition (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Tuesday 28 April 2020 Parents’ evening – 2pm until 3.10pm and 3.20pm until 7.30pm 

Wednesday 29 April 2020 Coffee Morning 9.00am – 10.00am  

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Teeth Team 6 monthly check (Nursey – Year 2) 

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 21 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm  

Wednesday 20 May 2020 Willows spirituality assembly – Eid al-fitr 

Thursday 21 May 2020 Academy Closes 

Friday 22 May 2020 Additional Training day – academy closed to students  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 3 June 2020 Rowans Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 10 June 2020 Sycamores Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

Thursday  3 September 2020 Staff Training Day (1) 

Friday 4 September 2020 Staff training day (2) 

Monday 7 September  Academy Opens  

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

