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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
At this current time, with the Government moving from the ‘contain phase’ to the ‘delay phase’ in the response to Coronavirus, 
it is really important that I let you know that there will be additional communications and information sent to families which 
outline additional preventative measures that will be put into place to protect the health of our pupils and staff.  The measures 
will be reviewed daily and so I want to take this opportunity to alert you to expect further letters from school.  Please ensure 
you do read them carefully.   
 
I am eager to take this opportunity to praise and celebrate our Year 6 pupils, as you know they enjoyed a SATs preparation and 
cinema trip last week.  Although, they represented the school brilliantly at this particular event, what I would like to commend 
them for is their ongoing work ethic, determination and positive outlook.  I am incredibly proud of their approach. 
 
As you know, Mrs Forrow is currently on secondment to Ryecroft Academy from her substantive post at Morley Newlands 
Academy.  Since Christmas, Mrs Forrow has been gradually phasing back to Morley Newlands.  Mrs Forrow’s secondment will 
come to an end at the end of this academic year.  I wanted to inform you that following recruitment last week, Mr Stephenson 
has been successful in securing the role of Inclusion Leader at Ryecroft Academy.  Although Mrs Forrow will still be with us, Mr 
Stephenson will be promoted from Easter to enable a smooth and gradual transition.  SEND and Inclusion is a very important 
part of our work and Mrs Cappleman will assume SEND responsibility for the Early Years and Foundation Stage.  I am very 
confident that this new structure will see our work continue to strengthen in this area.   
 
I would like to thank families for the commitment they show in attending class assemblies.  We regularly have a very pleasing 
family attendance at such events and we really enjoy welcoming you into school in this way.   
 
 
Have a lovely week.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal          
        

Captains Café 
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Recent Events 

 
Year 6 Booster Trip 
On Monday, all of Year 6 attended a SATs booster session at The Morley Academy where they worked with secondary 
professionals from across the trust to improve their mathematics and reading skills. Following this event, we took them  to The 
Everyman Cinema in Leeds Trinity where we had a private screening with hot dogs and pizza. All of the pupils behaved 
wonderfully and really benefited from the sessions. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the staff involved in making 
this such a successful event on the calendar. 
 
Netball  
On Thursday night, Ryecroft attended a mixed Netball tournament at Dixons Unity Academy. The tournament started in cold, 
windy conditions which quickly turned in to torrential hailstones and rain. This resulted in the tournament being moved 
indoors. Our pupils did really well, remaining undefeated throughout, winning 2 and drawing 2 games. What was really 
excellent was the teams engagement in the post-tournament talk about how we could improve for the next tournament. We 
look forward to our school games qualifier later on in the term.  
 

         
 

 
 

 
 
Parent Gym Week 6 – Together 
After bacon sandwiches and cake, courtesy of Tracy and Katie, we started our last session of Parent Gym.  Discussing how we 
are going to use the techniques we have learnt with our ‘future family’. 
 
We have all really enjoyed ourselves over the past 6 weeks. We have learnt so much through re-thinking the way we parent - 
making our children happier, our homes calmer and our lives that little bit easier. 
 
Although I am the Parent Gym Coach this was my first programme and I have taken away a lot of fantastic strategies to use at 
home with my son! 
 
Tracy and Katie are now our Parent Gym Ambassadors in school so please speak to them about how the programme works and 
if it would benefit you and your family. 
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Parent Gym is a 6 week course of 2 hour sessions. We will be running Parent Gym sessions throughout the year. If you 
would like to sign up please speak to Mrs Hodgkin 

  

     
      

         

Future Events 
 

 
Mother’s Day Present Room  
We will also be running our present room shop for children to come and buy gifts for their Mum / female relatives. It will be 
held the week commencing Monday 16 March 2020 each day whilst stocks last. The EYFS/KS1 session will be 12-12:15. KS2 will 
be 12:15-12:30. All presents cost £1.50. 
 
Easter Holiday Fun & Food 
New Wortley Community Centre are running an Easter Holiday Club on the following dates: 
Monday 6 April 2020 
Wednesday 8 April 2020 
Wednesday 15 April 2020  
Friday 17 April 2020 
 
The events start at 11am and finish at 1pm, with lunch being served at 12 noon. If you are interested, please pick up a leaflet 
and registration form from the school office. 

 
General Notices 

 
Are you interested in losing weight and improving the health of your family? 
 
The University of Leeds are carrying out a study to see how parents attending Weight Watchers influence their children and 
how we can tackle childhood obesity by intervening with parents rather than the child.    
 
The parent will receive free access to Weight Watchers (now WW) for 3 months as part of the study.    
 

If you would be interested, please pick up an information leaflet from the school office. 
 
Hand Gel 
Due to Health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to bring sanitising hand gel in to school. All children have access 
to hand washing facilities, either located within their classrooms or the toilets. We would like to reiterate the importance of 
children washing their hands regularly and thoroughly to avoid the spreading of germs. 
 
How to wash your hands: 
It's generally best to wash your hands with soap and water. Over-the-counter antibacterial soaps are no more effective at 
killing germs than is regular soap. 
Follow these steps: 
Wet your hands with clean, running water — either warm or cold. 
Apply soap and lather well. 
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Rub your hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds. Remember to scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists,  
between your fingers and under your fingernails. 
Rinse well. 
Dry your hands with a clean towel or air-dry them. 
 
 
 
Family Line Service  
In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a 
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:  
Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat 
Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more 
complex issues.  
All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free. 
0808 802 6666 
Text: 07537 404 282 
familyline@family-action.org.uk 
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm 

 
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
It is really important to chat with your children on an ongoing basis about staying safe online. Not sure where to begin? These 
conversation starter suggestions can help. 
 
1. Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing online. 
2. Ask them about how they stay safe online. What tips do they have for you, and where did they learn them? What is 

OK and not OK to share? 
3. Ask them if they know where to go for help, where to find the safety advice, privacy settings and how to report or 

block on the services they use. 
4. Encourage them to help someone! Perhaps they can show you how to do something better online or they might have 

a friend who would benefit from their help and support. 
5. Think about how you each use the internet. What more could you do to use the internet together? Are there activity 

that you could enjoy as a family. 
 
 
 
This half term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME  

Make your own paper clock 
Why not make your own paper clock at home by following the instructions on the website below! 
We have purchased enough paper plates and split pins for every single child in school to make 
one of these paper plate clocks that will be an essential tool in supporting your child in telling the 
time. The plates and split pins will be available in reception - please just go and ask for a set. If 
your child brings it in to show your class teacher, they will receive an additional 5 homework 
stamps, which adds to their House's total points as well as their personal total.  
https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/ 
 
 
 

 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 

https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/
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School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 3 32 

Loyal Lapwings 6 301 

Fair-Minded Firs 9 150 
Honest Hawthorns 4 147 

Respectful Robins 4 112 

Wise Willows 7 150 

Compassionate Chestnuts 5 80 

Self-Believing Sycamores 6 155 

Resilient Rowans 5 239 
Persevering Poplars 4 244 

Empathetic Elders 5 71 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
                         ATTENDANCE               PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                             
                                                                                                                   Role Model                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Respectful Robins for the best attendance this week   

99.1% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 2 March to 6 March was: 

96.0% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.8% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is: 

97% 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Alex 
Jacob 
James 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Oliver 
Eternity 

Fayth 

Friendly Frogs 86.8%  Loyal Lapwings Sophie 

Happy Hedgehogs 95.8%  Honest Hawthorns Joanie 

Respectful Robins 99.1%  Fair-minded Firs Laurie 

Loyal Lapwings  95.4%  Self-believing Sycamores Hannah 

Honest Hawthorns 96.4%  Compassionate Chestnuts Mia 

Fair-minded Firs 98.7%  Wise Willows Alfie 

Self-believing Sycamores 92.3%  Resilient Rowans Olivia 

Compassionate Chestnuts 95.3%  Persevering Poplars Carla 

Wise Willows 95.2%  Empathetic Elders Roxanne 

Resilient Rowans 98.2%  

Persevering Poplars 97.5% 

Empathetic Elders 96.3% 
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Respectful Robins 

Oscar 
Allen 
Tyler 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Jack 
Amelia 
Stanley 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Leland 
Kellen 

Lacie-Jaii 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Charlie 
Kayden 

Lily 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Ruby-Mae 
Shanade 

Freya 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Jessica 
Rebeccah 

Mia 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Lewis 
Anne-Marie 

Billy 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Michael 
Alfie 
Alfie 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Lilly  
Marley 
Emma 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Josh 
Saffi 

Roxanne 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
Monday 16 March 2020 Mother’s day Present room opens (Monday, Tuesday Wednesday & Friday 

Lunchtime) 

Monday 23 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Teeth Team 6 monthly check (Nursey – Year 2) 

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 21 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm  

Wednesday 20 May 2020 Willows spirituality assembly – Eid al-fitr 

Thursday 21 May 2020 Academy Closes 

Friday 22 May 2020 Additional Training day – academy closed to students  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 3 June 2020 Rowans Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 10 June 2020 Sycamores Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

Thursday  3 September 2020 Staff Training Day (1) 

Friday 4 September 2020 Staff training day (2) 

Monday 7 September  Academy Opens  
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Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

