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3 February 2020 
 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
What an incredible week we had at Ryecroft Academy last week!   
 
On Thursday, we hosted Roy Huggins for our SMSC Chartermark verification.  This was the final part of an ongoing and rigorous 
assessment process and I am delighted to inform you that we received the highest level of accreditation (Gold) for our work 
on SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural) education.  Roy was extremely complimentary about the school.  He was highly 
impressed with our focus on values, our work with the community, the school environment and most importantly our 
wonderful children.  
 
As well as the children, I would like to thank governors, staff and parents who contributed so positively.  Our collaborative 
team approach was duly noted. It is very important for particular thanks and congratulations to go to Mrs Brodrick who leads 
this area of our work.  A great success! 
 
Last week saw children across the school take part in the ‘Mile a Day’ challenge to help raise money for the ‘Inspire Malawi’ 
Charity.  This was organised as a competitive event and I am thrilled to announce that Ryecroft Academy comfortably secured 
first place with our children completing an average of 1.34 miles a day.  This is simply incredible and I am so proud of the 
determination and resilience that they showed.  In addition, I know children have been busily collecting sponsorship money.  
Go team Ryecroft!   
 
We are soon holding our Rainbow Disco (detailed below).  Please do remember that underpinning this, is our commitment to 
celebrating, admiring and embracing difference.  The statement below, taken from one of our displays, encapsulates our 
community approach: 
 
“At Ryecroft Academy we are united in our view that compassion and kindness are of the greatest importance.  In addition 
to this, we know that everyone is unique and we cherish and value this diversity, understanding that it enriches and 
strengthens society.” 
 
Have a lovely week everyone and thank you for your ongoing support of the school.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                 

Captains Café 
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Recent Events 
 

Mile Challenge 
Last week, we took part in our first GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge, the mile challenge. Pupils from across the GORSE primary 
academies took part in the event which required pupils to run for twenty minutes a day. Whilst the primary aim of the week 
was to promote health and fitness with our pupils, we were also raising money to support Mrs Mackenzie (Principal at 
Richmond Hill Academy). She is running the London Marathon in support of Inspire Malawi, a charity close to the Trust that 
builds new schools for children in Malawi.  
 
The effort from all our pupils and staff was incredible, every single day of the week. I can now reveal the Ryecroft statistics 
from the week: 
 
1331 pupils took part throughout the week. 
21,187 laps of the mile a day track were completed. 
1787.65 miles was the total distance run. 
1.34 miles per pupil per day was the average. 
 
An extra dimension to this was that we were in direct competition with the other primaries for GORSE Games points. We 
romped to victory by a comfortable margin: 
 
4th - Morley Newlands. Ave mile per student - 1.10 
3rd - Richmond Hill. Ave mile per student - 1.14 
2nd - Hillcrest. Ave mile per student - 1.22 
1st - Ryecroft. Ave mile per student - a massive 1.34 
 
This now means that we sit on our own at the top of the GORSE Games leader board. Well done to all staff and pupils for an 
incredible week! 
 
Please kindly send in you sponsorship money / donations to the school office. We will update you with the total amount raised 
in next week’s newsletter. 
 

      
 
 
STEM week 
This week, we have had a STEM focus in school, centred around the theme ‘Our Diverse Planet’. The week began with an 
assembly on STEM careers, in which children learnt about the diverse range of jobs potentially available to those who study 
STEM subjects. Through the week, each class completed further activities in classes related to the theme. Children in Early 
Years learnt about the importance of recycling and the impact of this on the planet. In KS1, children were taught about 
biodiversity and how different animals camouflage. Children in LKS2 used Design & Technology skills to design and create a 
device to clean the sea, after learning about the negative impacts of human activity on the planet. In UKS2, children learnt 
about the importance of renewable energy, and built their own working wind turbines! It was a fantastic week in which children 
were able to develop their STEM skills and knowledge in a range of different ways 
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Send Parental Engagement Evening   
I would like to say a huge thank you to the parents / carers who attended this successful evening and also to those of you who 
sent your apologies. 
 
The evening was centred around key areas of our SEND practice, such as school based assessment, speech and language 
interventions and other specific interventions which we utilise to help children make great progress.  
 
The question and answer session was particularly helpful for us, as staff working with your children. It was really positive to 
discuss the support that children can be given at home, as working together in this way will help our children achieve their 
potential.  
 
Thank you again for your support... it was lovely evening for both staff and parents. 

                 
 
Science Transition Event for Year 5 and 6 
On Wednesday 29 January, our Year 5 and 6 pupils ventured up to The Farnley Academy to take part in a Science Event. The 
children set a fantastic example of the school and the teachers at Farnley were very impressed with how quickly the children 
settled into their learning. All children were thoroughly engaged, and they were able to demonstrate their excellent learning 
within school around solids and liquids, as they made Oobleck. As part of our work around transition, our pupils were able to  
meet teachers, see the facilities and experience an extremely swift changeover of lessons. As always, they set an outstanding 
example and we are looking forward to future upcoming events.  
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Parent Gym Week 2 – LOVE 
Another great week at Parent Gym. This session was all about LOVE, finding a good balance between closeness and 
independence. This means protecting, helping and being there for our children and letting them know that we love them. 
However, it also means giving them the freedom to explore the world, make mistakes and be their own person. Research by 
Parent Gym shows that 1/3 of children say they do not know that their parents love them. 
 
In this session, we discussed 99 different ways that we can show our children that we love them and how being an ‘Anchor 
Parent’ is important. 
 
Parent Gym is a 6 week course of 2 hour sessions. We will be running Parent Gym sessions throughout the year so if you would 
like to sign up please speak to Mrs Hodgkin. 
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Future Events 
 

GORSE Gets Healthy Week 
In April, Mrs Anna Mackenzie, Principal at Richmond Hill Academy, a GORSE primary academy, will be running the London 
Marathon for a charity called Inspire Malawi.  Inspire Malawi was set up by Michelle Rowe, former teacher at Richmond Hill 
Academy, in 2010.  Michelle’s initial aim was to fundraise in order to redecorate an existing primary school.  Since then, the 
charity has grown beyond all expectations, contributing huge amounts to education in Malawi, offering teacher training and 
development in everything from PE to Science.  They have provided classrooms and resources in over ten schools and continue 
to expand their range of projects, most recently branching out into permaculture and environmental sustainability through 
education; a huge issue in Malawi.  The charity continues to facilitate, not just a better quality of education, but for many, 
education full stop, for children and their teachers across Malawi.  
  
In order to support Mrs Mackenzie and this incredible charity, we have decided to hold a series of trust wide fundraising events. 
The first two Primary events are detailed below: 
1. Mile Challenge  W/B Monday 27 January 2020  All primary academies 
 
All pupils have the opportunity to try and run a mile each day for the whole week. Pupils will be given 30 minutes each day in 
their phase, during which time they can use the mile a day track to try and run at least one mile. This will be a direct competition 
against the other primary academies and will feed in to the GORSE Games competition. The winning school will be the school 
that covers the most distance per pupil.  
We ask that pupils gain as much sponsorship as they can to do this. All proceeds go to Inspire Malawi.  
Pupils are allowed to come to school in their trainers all week, during this week! 
 
2. Non-uniform day  Friday 24 April 2020 All secondary and primary academies 
All pupils can come to school in non-uniform. We ask for a £1 donation from pupils with all proceeds going to Inspire Malawi.  
 
We would really like students to use these to try and raise as much money as they can for Inspire Malawi, with the support of 
their families.  
It is set to be a series of fantastic events, with fierce competition from all teams and coaches!  We hope you are looking forward 
to it all as much as we are, and look forward to your support.  
 
Reading 
As we are almost halfway through the academic year, it seems like a good time for a reminder about home reading.  If your 
child is still learning to read, try to listen to them every day.  If you record this in their planner (just book title, pages read and 
your initials), they will win Raving Reader points, which add up to prizes in school! 
   
Your child should also have a Bug Club log in, which means they can read on an electronic device and answer fun quiz questions 
about what they have read.   
 
In March, all children will be enjoying an author visit, as part of our World Book Day celebrations.  Watch this space for more 
information! 
 
Rainbow Disco 
We are having a rainbow party on Wednesday 12 February.   
Years 1, 2 and 3 is  4.00pm - 5.00pm 
Years 4, 5 and 6 is  5.15pm - 6.15pm  
Tickets cost £1.50, which includes disco, juice and a rainbow bun!  
 
Look out for the slips being sent home. Please complete the slip and return this along with your £1.50 as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
Parent Craft Group 
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Are you creative? Do you have an eye for design? Or do you just love arts and crafts and having a go at something new? Ryecroft 
needs you! We would love to set up a parent craft group to help us with our creativity around school. We are hoping you can 
help us with creating amazing displays, making costumes and props for productions and supporting craft activities around 
school. If you think this is something you would be interested in joining please either see the office staff or Mrs Barker to 
discuss this further. 

       
 
GORSE Gets Healthy – Healthy Recipe Series  
This week GGH will be launching its healthy recipe series. We will be focusing on healthy breakfasts for the first series. We will 
be uploading videos of easy, healthy and cost effective breakfasts, which families can easily replicate at home. The videos will 
be shown on GGH twitter and Instagram and will be saved on YouTube.  The first video can be found in the YouTube link below.  
https://youtu.be/RhX1ZeefoWc 
 

 
General Notices 

 
 

Hand Gel 
Due to Health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to bring sanitizing hand gel in to school. All children have access 
to hand washing facilities, either located within their classrooms or the toilets. We would like to reiterate the importance of 
children washing their hands regularly and thoroughly to avoid the spreading of germs. 
 
 
How to wash your hands: 
It's generally best to wash your hands with soap and water. Over-the-counter antibacterial soaps are no more effective at 
killing germs than is regular soap. 
Follow these steps: 
Wet your hands with clean, running water — either warm or cold. 
Apply soap and lather well. 
Rub your hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds. Remember to scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists,  
between your fingers and under your fingernails. 
Rinse well. 
Dry your hands with a clean towel or air-dry them. 
 
 
Family Line Service  
In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a 
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:  
 
Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat 
Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more 
complex issues.  
All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free. 
 
0808 802 6666 
Text: 07537 404 282 
familyline@family-action.org.uk 
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm 

https://youtu.be/RhX1ZeefoWc
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Being Internet Smart 
Issues that your child may encounter on the internet will vary depending on their age and online activities. These have been 
grouped into 4 potential risk categories. 

 

 Conduct: children may be at risk because of their own behaviour, for example, by sharing too much information. 

 Content: age—inappropriate or unreliable content can be available to children 

 Contact: children can be contacted by bullies or people who groom or seek to abuse them 

 Commercialism: young people can be unaware of hidden costs and advertising in apps, games and websites 

 
Visit the Academy website for more information 
 
 
This half term’s ‘fun English at home’ 
Try this spelling game with your child.  You can either choose the words together, or use your child’s homework book for ideas. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 
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Happy Hedgehogs 2 79 

Loyal Lapwings 8 411 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 149 
Honest Hawthorns 4 258 

Respectful Robins 6 182 

Wise Willows 3 153 

Compassionate Chestnuts 0 0 

Self-Believing Sycamores 4 183 
Resilient Rowans 6 442 

Persevering Poplars 4 150 

Empathetic Elders 3 155 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 

                         ATTENDANCE               PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                             
                                                                                                                   Role Model                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Honest Hawthorns & Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week   

99.3% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 27 January to 31 January was: 

96.1% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.8% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Mia 
Mollie-Rose 

Kiana 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Iris 
Lily 

Mateusz 

 
Respectful Robins 

Indie 
Frank 
Oscar 

Friendly Frogs 87.2%  Loyal Lapwings Joshua 

Happy Hedgehogs 90.0%  Honest Hawthorns Taylor 

Respectful Robins 93.6%  Fair-minded Firs Mia-Rose 

Loyal Lapwings  94.6%  Self-believing Sycamores Bradley 

Honest Hawthorns 99.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts Elliott 

Fair-minded Firs 97.6%  Wise Willows Ayva 

Self-believing Sycamores 95.7%  Resilient Rowans Amaya 

Compassionate Chestnuts 99.3%  Persevering Poplars Kendra 

Wise Willows 92.1%  Empathetic Elders Aurita 

Resilient Rowans 91.9%  

Persevering Poplars 95.2% 

Empathetic Elders 97.0% 
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Loyal Lapwings  

 

Stanley 
Lena 

Gabriel 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Drini 
Jackson 

Teagan-Amelia 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Layla 
Harley 
Laurie 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

David 
Jessica 

Mia 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Summer 
Elliott 
Josh  

 
Wise Willows 

 

Chloe 
Florence 

Jamie 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Ollie  
Alfie 

Olivia 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Emma 
Lilly 

Marley 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Alonzo 
Damir 
Aurita 

 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
Wednesday 5 February 2020 Year 5 Lineham Farm Residential 

Monday 10 February 2020 House Competition day (3) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 EYFS Maths workshop  - 9.00am 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 26 February 202 Elders Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 4 March 2020 Willows Curriculum assembly 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 EYFS – Reading / play and Stay session  

Wednesday 11 March 2020 Chestnuts Spirituality celebration - passover 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 Sycamores spirituality festival – Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 School Photographs – Class groups 

Monday 23 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Wednesday 25 March 2020 Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter 

Thursday 26 March 2020 9.00am EYFS Amazing Animals Celebration  

Monday 30 March 2020 House competition (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 29 April 2020 Coffee Morning 9.00am – 10.00am  

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Teeth Team 6 monthly check (Nursey – Year 2) 

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm 
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Thursday 21 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm  

Wednesday 20 May 2020 Willows spirituality assembly – Eid al-fitr 

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 3 June 2020 Rowans Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 10 June 2020 Sycamores Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

Thursday  3 September 2020 Staff Training Day (1) 

Friday 4 September 2020 Staff training day (2) 

Monday 7 September  Academy Opens  

  

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

