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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
There have been so many positive enhancements taking place in recent weeks and I would like to thank our pupils for their 
excellent enthusiasm and engagement.  Our language week, for example, has been such a success and I would like to thank 
Mrs Clayton as well as other colleagues across the Trust who have worked so hard to make this a possibility for our children.  
Mrs Stephenson has done such a great job of coordinating and overseeing all language events from the Rycroft perspective.  
Please see the further information, which is detailed later on in this newsletter.  
 
At Captain’s Café we often take the opportunity to have important discussions about our school values.  As you know, we often  
refer to the idea of ‘looking after ourselves and the world around us’ with our children.  With this in mind, I wanted to take the 
opportunity to let you know that we have an informative planner page in the front of the planner, which is focused on the 
concept of ‘eat the rainbow’.  It details the health benefits of different colour fruit and vegetables.  I would really encourage 
you to look at this with your children. As we develop the garden adjacent to the family hub (bungalow), we will be installing 
growing areas for each House and this will see each House growing food of their House colour to further embed the learning 
of this concept.   
 
This week a representative of Ryecroft Academy, Layla, attended the inaugural meeting of the Green GORSE steering group.  
The group is made up of one staff member and one pupil from each of our academies and is exploring a range of exciting ways 
in which our Trust can become carbon neutral by 2025.  Rest assured, Layla contributed incisively to formulate next steps and 
ideas.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the senior leaders in school and their most significant responsibility areas, 
as I hope this will help you in understanding who can support you if you have any questions about different areas of the schools 
work.  
 
Principal, Helen Townsley: Resource Management, Self-Evaluation and Strategic Planning and Implementation, Appraisal, 
Personal Development, Governance and leadership development, Line Management of all of the senior leadership team, Mrs 
Brodrick, Mrs Marshall and Mr Stephenson. (0.8 contract) 
Senior Assistant Principal, Simon Hayes: Upper Key Stage 2, Mathematics and Assessment and Outcomes, Line Management 
of the STEM leader. (Full time) 
Business Manager, Joanne Barrick:  HR, Health and Safety, Site and Administration, Line Manager of the lunchtime, site and 
administrator teams.   
Assistant Principal, Jayne Forrow: Inclusion Leader and SENDCO, line management of the Inclusion team and Teaching 
Assistants. (0.6 secondment to Ryecroft Academy) 
Assistant Principal, Kerilee Cappleman: EYFS and Trust EYFS training lead and line manager of EYFS TA’s. (0.6 allocation to 
Ryecroft and 0.2 to the Trust)  
Assistant Principal, Adam Strafford: Lower Key Stage 2, Curriculum and Aspects of Teaching and Learning. (Full time) 
Assistant Principal, Katy Long: Key Stage 1, Aspects of Teaching and Learning and Pupil Premium, line management of two TLR 
holders. (Full time)  
 
We have middle leaders who also take on significant responsibility areas at Ryecroft Academy and if you would like further 
information, please do get in touch.  There will be changes to our responsibility areas at Easter and I will update you at the 
relevant time.   
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                 
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Captains Café 
 

     
 

 
Recent Events 

 
Road Safety 
Road safety lessons continued this week, with Year 4 having their second visit to consolidate what they have learnt about 
finding safe places to cross the road. Please take the time to speak to your children about what they have learnt in their road 
safety lessons and help them practice these skills when they are out and about with you. 
 
SMSC quality mark assessment  
On Thursday 30 January, we have an SMSC quality mark assessment and we are hoping to scheme the gold standard. This is to 
assess our provision for children’s’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development.  SMSC is closely linked to the Ofsted 
section of Personal Development and our PSHE curriculum. Staff, governors, parents and children will all be involved in the 
visit.   
 
Our school vision for SMSC is below: 
“Our PSHE offer will equip children with the knowledge and vocabulary they need to understand the ever changing world in 
which they live in. Through PSHE lessons, they will develop the skills necessary to make sensible, responsible and well informed 
choices allowing them to take an active role in their community, manage their life effectively and form positive, healthy 
relationships. By taking an active role in their immediate and wider community, pupils will know that during their time spent at 
Ryecroft they will have had a positive impact on both their own lives and the lives of others in the community.” 
 
Further information can be found in the parental section of the website 
  
Year 5 Stem Visit 

On Wednesday 22 January, seven Year 5 pupils visited Leeds Train Station as part 
of a STEM trip, along with children from the other primary schools in the trust. 
They were able to view a banner they had helped design and create last year, 
showing a vision for Leeds Station in the year 2050. This banner will now be 
displayed outside the station, near the train tracks, where it will be viewed by 
passengers arriving in Leeds on the train. The children were also given a tour of 
the station, in which they met with staff and learnt about their careers. As well 
as this, they took part in a problem solving investigation linked to some of the 
engineering issues that can affect train travel. All children received a ticket 
wallet as a gift from the staff at Network Rail. The pupils had a great day and 
represented Ryecroft excellently.   

 
 



 
 

 

3 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

Languages Week 
This week the whole school has enjoyed languages week. We have had some of the secondary trainees and external 
organisations emerging us in all things MFL! Monday: German Tuesday: French Wednesday: Mandarin Thursday: Spanish 
Friday: Italian. Included in the activities were; ribbon dancing, food and drink, Kung Fu, taster lessons, carnival mask making 
and flamenco dancing (just to name a few!)  

        
 

                                                  
 
Egyptian Workshop  
On Monday 20 January, Poplars, Rowans and Elders (Upper Key Stage 2 classes) took part in an Egyptian workshop.  Some 

children really got into the spirit of the day by coming dressed as either archaeologists or Egyptians, and they looked 

absolutely wonderful!  In the morning, the children took part in a quiz, had a go at a board game (said to have been played by 

Anthony and Cleopatra) and had the opportunity to handle some ancient Egyptian artefacts.  The afternoon was even more 

exciting, as the children learnt about the rituals surrounding the death of a Pharaoh.  They even had the chance to try their 

hands at some ancient Egyptian maths, using cubits to take measurements.   

Our Egyptian day was a tremendously enjoyable, worthwhile experience for the children, and it really enhanced their 

understanding of this fascinating topic. 
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Parent Gym Week 1 – CHAT  
Thursday was our first Parent Gym Session called CHAT, communicating with our children in the right way, and having fun 
together. Did you know that 19% of children said they never spend any fun time with their parents and 92% of children want 
to spend more time with their parents? 
 
In this session we discussed how different talking styles can affect our children. Here are some pictures of the work we did 
around this discussion. 
 

Parent Gym is a 6 week course of 2 hour sessions. We will be running Parent Gym sessions throughout the year so if you 
would like to sign up please speak to Mrs Hodgkin. 

 

       
 
 
 

Future Events 
 

Gorse Gets Health Week 
In April next year, Mrs Anna Mackenzie, Principal at Richmond Hill Academy, a GORSE primary academy, will be running the 
London Marathon for a charity called Inspire Malawi.  Inspire Malawi was set up by Michelle Rowe, former teacher at Richmond 
Hill Academy, in 2010.  Michelle’s initial aim was to fundraise in order to redecorate an existing primary school.  Since then, 
the charity has grown beyond all expectations, contributing huge amounts to education in Malawi, offering teacher training 
and development in everything from PE to Science.  They have provided classrooms and resources in over ten schools and 
continue to expand their range of projects, most recently branching out into permaculture and environmental sustainability 
through education; a huge issue in Malawi.  The charity continues to facilitate, not just a better quality of education, but for 
many, education full stop, for children and their teachers across Malawi.  
  
In order to support Mrs Mackenzie and this incredible charity, we have decided to hold a series of trust wide fundraising events. 
The first two Primary events are detailed below: 
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1. Mile Challenge  W/B Monday 27 January 2020  All primary academies 
 
All pupils have the opportunity to try and run a mile each day for the whole week. Pupils will be given 30 minutes each day in 
their phase, during which time they can use the mile a day track to try and run at least one mile. This will be a direct competition 
against the other primary academies and will feed in to the GORSE Games competition. The winning school will be the school 
that covers the most distance per pupil.  
We ask that pupils gain as much sponsorship as they can to do this. All proceeds go to Inspire Malawi.  
Pupils are allowed to come to school in their trainers all week, during this week! 
 
2. Non-uniform day  Friday 24 April 2020 All secondary and primary Academies 
All pupils can come to school in non-uniform. We ask for a £1 donation from pupils with all proceeds going to Inspire Malawi.  
 
We would really like students to use these to try and raise as much money as they can for Inspire Malawi, with the support of 
their families.  
It is set to be a series of fantastic events, with fierce competition from all teams and coaches!  We hope you are looking forward 
to it all as much as we are, and look forward to your support.  

 
 
SEND Information Evening  
We will be hosting an information evening on Tuesday 28 January 2020 from 3.30pm until 6pm.This will be a drop in session 
for any parents who have any questions relating to SEND. 
 
 
Rainbow Disco 
We are having a rainbow party on Wednesday 12 February.   
Years 1, 2 and 3 is  4.00pm - 5.00pm 
Years 4, 5 and 6 is  5.15pm - 6.15pm  
Tickets cost £1.50, which includes disco, juice and a rainbow bun!  
 
Look out for the slips being sent home. Please complete the slip and return this along with your £1.50 as soon as possible. 
 
 
Parent Craft Group 
Are you creative? Do you have an eye for design? Or do you just love arts and crafts and having a go at something new? 
Ryecroft needs you! We would love to set up a parent craft group to help us with our creativity around school. We are hoping 
you can help us with creating amazing displays, making costumes and props for productions and supporting craft activities 
around school. If you think this is something you would be interested in joining please either see the office staff or Mrs 
Barker to discuss this further. 

       
 
GORSE Gets Healthy – Healthy Recipe Series  
This week GGH will be launching its healthy recipe series. We will be focusing on healthy breakfasts for the first series. We will 
be uploading videos of easy, healthy and cost effective breakfasts, which families can easily replicate at home. The videos will 
be shown on GGH twitter and Instagram and will be saved on YouTube.  The first video can be found in the YouTube link below.  
https://youtu.be/RhX1ZeefoWc 
 

 
General Notices 

https://youtu.be/RhX1ZeefoWc
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Hand Gel 
Due to Health and safety reasons, children are not permitted to bring sanitizing hand gel in to school. All children have access 
to hand washing facilities, either located within their classrooms or the toilets. We would like to reiterate the importance of 
children washing their hands regularly and thoroughly to avoid the spreading of germs. 
 
How to wash your hands: 
It's generally best to wash your hands with soap and water. Over-the-counter antibacterial soaps are no more effective at 
killing germs than is regular soap. 
Follow these steps: 
Wet your hands with clean, running water — either warm or cold. 
Apply soap and lather well. 
Rub your hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds. Remember to scrub all surfaces, including the backs of your hands, wrists,  
between your fingers and under your fingernails. 
Rinse well. 
Dry your hands with a clean towel or air-dry them. 
 
Family Line Service  
In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a 
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:  
 
Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat 
Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more 
complex issues.  
All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free. 
 
0808 802 6666 
Text: 07537 404 282 
familyline@family-action.org.uk 
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm 

 
 
Being Internet Smart 
Want to know more about the apps your child uses? Use the web address provided. 
 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?order=title 
 
 
This half term’s ‘fun English at home’ 
Try this spelling game with your child.  You can either choose the words together, or use your child’s homework book for ideas. 
 

 
 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?order=title
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Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 3 97 

Loyal Lapwings 8 450 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 78 

Honest Hawthorns 5 109 
Respectful Robins 5 125 

Wise Willows 5 156 

Compassionate Chestnuts 3 69 

Self-Believing Sycamores 3 197 

Resilient Rowans 5 248 
Persevering Poplars 3 129 

Empathetic Elders 3 59 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 

                         ATTENDANCE               PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK                                             
                                                                                                                   Role Model                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Friendly Frogs 90.2%  Loyal Lapwings Esme 

Happy Hedgehogs 85.0%  Honest Hawthorns Bella 

Respectful Robins 90.0%  Fair-minded Firs Jodie 

Loyal Lapwings  93.9%  Self-believing Sycamores Ruby-Mae 

Honest Hawthorns 93.2%  Compassionate Chestnuts Rosie 

Fair-minded Firs 99.3%  Wise Willows Jaiden 

Self-believing Sycamores 95.0%  Resilient Rowans Sam 

Compassionate Chestnuts 97.0%  Persevering Poplars Destiny 

Wise Willows 95.9%  Empathetic Elders Liam 

Resilient Rowans 90.0%  

Persevering Poplars 92.6% 

Empathetic Elders 98.0% 
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Congratulations to Fair-Minded Firs for the best attendance this week   
99.3% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 20 January to 24 January was: 
95.3% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.5% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Mia 
Layla 
Elliott 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Myah 
Dolly-Maie 

Lotte 

 
Respectful Robins 

Joshua 
Tyler 

Harvey 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Sophie 
Joshua 
Marley 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Benjamin 
Joanie 
Amelia 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Scarlett 
Jodie 

Amelia 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Mia  
Leah 

Hannah 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Harley 
James 
Owen 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Poppy 
Paige 
Archie 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Grace 
Kain 

Maisie 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Gabriel 
Carla-Louise 

Kristian 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Leah 
Seth 
Julia 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
Monday 27 January 2020 Whole week – Gorse gets Healthy – Inspire Malawi – Daily Mile Week 

Wednesday 5 February 2020 Year 5 Lineham Farm Residential 

Monday 10 February 2020 House Competition day (3) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 EYFS Maths workshop  - 9.00am 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 26 February 202 Elders Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 4 March 2020 Willows Curriculum assembly 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 EYFS – Reading / play and Stay session  

Wednesday 11 March 2020 Chestnuts Spirituality celebration - passover 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 Sycamores spirituality festival – Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 School Photographs – Class groups 

Monday 23 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Wednesday 25 March 2020 Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter 

Thursday 26 March 2020 9.00am EYFS Amazing Animals Celebration  

Monday 30 March 2020 House competition (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 29 April 2020 Coffee Morning 9.00am – 10.00am  

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Teeth Team 6 monthly check (Nursey – Year 2) 

Tuesday 19 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 21 May 2020 Year 3 & Year 4 Eureka Trip 9.00am – 2.30pm  

Wednesday 20 May 2020 Willows spirituality assembly – Eid al-fitr 

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 3 June 2020 Rowans Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 10 June 2020 Sycamores Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

Thursday  3 September 2020 Staff Training Day (1) 

Friday 4 September 2020 Staff training day (2) 

Monday 7 September  Academy Opens  

  

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

