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Executive Principal: Primary Education: Simon McCarthy BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Helen Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr Mark Roper

12 December 2019

Principal’s Message

Dear Parent / Carer,

| hope you are having a lovely week. A number of our children took part in a community activity this week. We decided to
create a gift as a gesture to our neighbours. This was to thank them for their patience during the Capital Development Project
as well as to wish them a merry Christmas. The Compassionate Chestnuts class wrote thank you cards, the Fair-Minded Firs
class decorated the gift boxes and a group of pupils from across school (who had secured 100 % attendance the previous week)
baked Christmas themed cakes and biscuits. | hope you enjoy looking at the photographs below.

It was delightful to host our Upper Key Stage 2 visitors from Hillcrest. Mr Hayes has included further detail below but | would
like to thank Mr Done and Mr Burton for accompanying their children. Our pupils were very hospitable and welcoming and
the Hillcrest pupils delivered their presentations in a confident and engaging manner.

We do hope that you have found the separate Christmas letter helpful and that you are able to join us over the Christmas
period.

| hope you have a lovely week.

Mrs H Townsley
Principal
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Captains Café

Recent Events

Last Saturday, a group of Year 5 and 6 pupils went to Manchester Aquatics Centre to watch the National Para-Swimming
Championships. We attended the event to help develop our pupils understanding of different disabilities, and the fact that
these do not have to be a barrier to achieving success. The level of competition was extremely high and our pupils really
enjoyed watching the action. As always they represented Ryecroft superbly. Our best wishes go to one of the athletes who was
taken ill during the event, we hope that he makes a speedy recovery. For more photos please visit our website.

Diversity Role Models

This week Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in workshops lead by Diversity Role models. The workshops complimented our PSHE
theme of identity and equality. Diversity Role Models actively seeks to embed inclusion and empathy in the next generation.
Our vision is a world where everyone embraces diversity and can thrive. This will help create a world where future generations
embrace, accept and support difference. Our mission is to create an education system in which every young person will know
they are valued and supported, whoever they are. All the children welcomed our visitors and fully participated in the
workshops, which developed children's understanding of what make a family great and how family units can take many
different forms. | was very proud of how our children respected and valued the experiences and backgrounds of our visitors
and accepted the diversity and difference in our society without judgement.

Karate Grading - The Ruth Gorse Academy — Thursday 5 December 2019

On Thursday afternoon, eight of our pupils took part in a karate grading at The Ruth GORSE Academy. This was the culmination
of a term of hard work during our karate extra-curricular club on a Friday lunchtime. We are pleased to announce that all 8
pupils, as well as being fantastic ambassadors for Ryecroft on the day, also managed to pass their grading. A massive well done
to Sonny, McKenzie, Jade, Sally, Rosie, Paige, Zach and Angus. Bring on the next one!
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Thank you to all of the parents and carers that attended the Key Stage 1 reading
workshops. We hope it was a useful insight into how Guided Reading is taught in
school. It was lovely to see the children taking part in different reading activities
with their adults.

Konflux Theatre Group Visit

Last week Fair-Minded Firs were visited by Konflux theatre, where they took part in a 'Play in a day' workshop based on The
Great Fire of London. The children had so much fun developing their understanding of the Great Fire. We were thrilled to see
so many parents come along to see their final performance. Their final performance was amazing, we were so proud of how
hard they worked throughout the day to produce such a play to such a high standard. Well done Firs!

An afternoon hosting Hillcrest Academy.

On Thursday 5 December 2019, we invited 3 children from the Hillcrest Academy to come and visit our year 5/6 children.
Thomas, Abu and Roxanne were fabulous hosts for the afternoon and had the pleasure of welcoming Alieu, Alexandru and
Mehera to Ryecroft. We are keen to recognise cultural differences and it was a rich experience for our pupils to meet children
from different religious backgrounds. Before the pupils from Hillcrest presented an assembly, they had lots of fun making
smoothies and a competitive game of Articulate! As always, our pupils were well-mannered, caring and eager to learn. As
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Mehera’s family originate from Bangladesh, our pupils loved sharing the knowledge they are currently learning about the River
Ganges. Overall, it was an excellent afternoon that all of our children thoroughly enjoyed.

Future Events

Christmas Present Room

Children can bring in £1.50 for each present they want to buy. Presents will be available for Mum, Dad, brother, sisters, friends
and pets. Presents will be wrapped and labels written ready for children to take home and put under the tree Open every
lunchtime from 11 December — 13 December while stocks last!

Take Over Day

The children are busy completing application forms to take over roles in school on Friday 13 December. Roles include: Principal,
Nursery Teacher, Branches Lunchtime Manager, Attendance Officer and Site Manager. The school council will interview
candidates on Tuesday 10 December and allocate the final roles.

Christmas Film Night — Tuesday 17 December

We are having a Christmas Film night on Tuesday 17 December 2019, which will start straight after school. There will be juice
and popcorn and parents are more than welcome to come and watch too. Look out for our letter, which will have further
details regarding the event.

Coffee mornings
Look out for our flyers detailing our next coffee morning, which will be taking place on Wednesday 15 January 2020. We look
forwards to seeing you there.

Parent Gym

Parent Gym is a course of six weekly workshops for parents and carers with children aged 2-11 years. This informal workshop
is packed with practical tips and techniques to make family life easier and help your children thrive.

Suzanne Hodgkin, our Family Support Worker, will be running a taster session on Thursday 9 January 2020 in our Family Hub.
For more information or if you would like to attend please complete the slip on the leaflets in the school office or speak to
Suzanne Hodgkin directly.
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General Notices

Nursery Closed
Nursery ONLY will be remaining closed the first day after the Christmas holidays (Monday 6 January) so staff can complete
home visits of the new children. We welcome the rest of school back on Monday 6 January.

Nursery Hours
We have some very exciting news. Due to feedback from parents, we are now adding to the sessions that we currently offer.
From January, we will:

Provide 30 hours free childcare, providing you meet the criteria and secure your eligibility code.

e  Tocheckif you qualify for the 30 hours free childcare, please visit this government website - https://www.gov.uk/30-
hours-free-childcare

e  Offer choice of Mornings, Afternoons and 2.5 days:
Mon, Tues and Wed am
OR Wed pm, Thurs and Friday

We DO NOT charge for additional care if your child stays for full days, this can be more than £10 per week in some settings

Subject to availability, we also can offer additional half-day sessions paid for on an ad hoc basis at £10 per half-day session.
If you know anybody who might want to start in January, please ask them to call to the office or see Mrs Barker.

Family Line Service
In addition to the Academy offering family support this support is also available through Family Action who have developed a
messaging service called Family Line. The details can be viewed below:

Supporting adult family members via telephone, text, email and web chat

Family Line are here to provide a listening ear, answer particular parenting questions or help with guidance around more
complex issues.

All support takes place via telephone, text message or email and is free.

0808 802 6666

Text: 07537 404 282

familyline@family-action.org.uk

Mon-Fri 10am-2pm, 6pm-10pm & Sat-Sun 10am-1pm

MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES

From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns
to school.

This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned
to you.

Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards.
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Being Internet Smart
Password Safety

Password safety is not just an issue for children. The majority of online users simply do not spend the time to make unique
passwords for all sites and accounts. Most people have the same password for almost all of their sites. This poses an issue in

terms of secure information. Take these steps to protect your child.

1. Help them to make secure passwords with at least 12 characters.
2. Help them store the passwords safely and educate them to never give out their password information to others.
Punctuality

As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing

and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late.

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time

Minutes Late

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late
Happy Hedgehogs 3 303
Loyal Lapwings 5 492
Fair-Minded Firs 3 75
Honest Hawthorns 6 167
Respectful Robins 2 30
Wise Willows 5 157
Compassionate Chestnut 6 139
Self-Believing Sycamores 8 460
Resilient Rowans 6 259
Persevering Poplars 5 407
Empathetic Elders 4 69

REMEMBER - EVERY MINUTE COUNTS

ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Super star

Friendly Frogs 79.9% Loyal Lapwings Olivia

Happy Hedgehogs 95.5% Honest Hawthorns Jackson

Respectful Robins 95.5% Fair-minded Firs Nathan

Loyal Lapwings 91.9% Self-believing Sycamores Eva-Mae

Honest Hawthorns 85.4% Compassionate Chestnuts | Kyle

Fair-minded Firs 96.4% Wise Willows Billy

Self-believing Sycamores 96.3% Resilient Rowans Connor
Persevering Poplars Jasper

Wise Willows 90.0% Empathetic Elders Lucas

Resilient Rowans 83.8%

Persevering Poplars 92.3%

Empathetic Elders 96.0%
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Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week
98.9%
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 2 December to 6 December was:

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date:

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is
97%

SLT Praise Visits

Olivia
Friendly Frogs Kiana
Sienna
Lotte
Happy Hedgehogs Alex
Myah
Megan
Respectful Robins Filip
Summer
Jake
Loyal Lapwings Eva
Pippa
Kellen
Honest Hawthorns Miley-Marie
Daisy

Laurie
Fair-minded Firs Bobby
Jodie

James
Self-believing Sycamores Benjamin
Leah
Ryley
Compassionate Chestnuts Bella
Kane
Jaiden
Wise Willows Macy
Oscar

Grace
Resilient Rowans Sam
Connor

Kristian
Persevering Poplars Elliott
Emma
Oliver
Empathetic Elders Tegan
Sonny
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Diary Dates to Remember

Friday 13 December 2019

Christmas Jumper day

Tuesday 17 December 2019

Christmas Film Night

Tuesday 17 December 2019

KS1 Christmas Singalong

Wednesday 18 December 2019

Christmas Lunch for children

Wednesday 18 December 2019

Elders spirituality festival - Hanukkah

Thursday 19 December 2019

EYFS Christmas production

Thursday 19 December 2019

TFA Christmas Production

Friday 20 December 2019

EYFS Christmas Party

Friday 20 December 2019

House Competition Showcase

Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens

Monday 6 January 2020 Nursery ONLY closed

Thursday 9 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy Open Day — 9 to 10.30am and 4.30 to 6.30 pm

Wednesday 22 January 2020

Firs spirituality assembly — Chinese New Year

Wednesday 12 February 2020

Firs Curriculum assembly

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco
Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes
Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens

Wednesday 26 February 202

Firs Curriculum assembly

Wednesday 4 March 2020

Willows Curriculum assembly

Thursday 5 March 2020

World Book Day

Wednesday 18 March 2020

Sycamores spirituality festival — Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla

Wednesday 18 March 2020

School Photographs — Class groups

Wednesday 11 March 2020

Chestnuts spirituality celebration - Passover

Friday 20 March 2020

Staff Training Day (4)

Wednesday 25 March 2020

Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter

Friday 3 April 2020

Academy Closes

Monday 20 April 2020

Academy Opens

Friday 8 May 2020

May Day — Academy Closed

Wednesday 20 May 2020

Willows spirituality assembly — Eid al-fitr

Friday 22 May 2020

Academy Closes

Monday 1 June 2020

Academy Opens

Wednesday 3 June 2020

Rowans Curriculum Assembly

Wednesday 10 June 2020

Sycamores Curriculum Assembly

Wednesday 17 June 2020

Hawthorns Curriculum assembly

Wednesday 24 June 2020

Staff Training Day (5)

Thursday 2 July 2020

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day

Friday 17 July 2020

Academy Closes

Thursday 3 September 2020

Staff Training Day (1)

Friday 4 September 2020

Staff training day (2)

Monday 7 September

Academy Opens

Helen Townsley
Principal

Simon Hayes
Assistant Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow.
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