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14 October 2019 
Principal’s Message 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
This week saw The Farnley Academy host their open evening.  I hope that our Year 6 families really enjoyed attending; I know 
you will feel very positive about the quality of education that lies ahead for your children.  Although Ryecroft Academy pupils 
are preferenced in terms of securing a place at The Farnley Academy, please do remember that it is essential for you to 
complete an application form.  If you would like support in doing this, please contact Miss Dunderdale (who leads on Transition 
to Secondary) or Mrs Hodgkin.  We are more than happy to complete this with you and / or facilitate your use of school IT 
equipment.  We will provide refreshments for you too.  I would like to ask you to join me in thanking Miss Dunderdale and Mr 
Stephenson who gave up their evening to take any Year 6’s pupils whose families were unable to take them.  In doing this, they 
have shown such fantastic commitment to the welfare of our children.   
 
As you know, Ryecroft Academy has a ‘Supporting Achievement  Fund’.  It is not typical for schools to support their families in 
this way.  We are very happy to do this; however, I do think it is important to remind you that there are criteria connected to 
this.  The attached letter details the comprehensive information for you but I have included the specific criteria below.  It is 
important to point out that there is now a further element to the criteria as indicated below: 
What criteria does my child need to meet? 
• In Nursery to Year 6 
• Attendance of 97% or higher 
• No unauthorised holidays are taken during term time (newly added criteria) 
• A good behaviour record 
 
As it the case with the implementation of our attendance policy, we will always consider exceptional circumstances as we 
recognise that this is important in terms of fairness.   
 
Thank you very much for your great support in marking Mental Health Awareness Day with our contribution to the ‘Hello 
Yellow’ Young Minds initiative.  We have raised a significant amount for this cause and we look forward to sharing this with 
you.  As a school, the Inclusion team run a specific SEMH curriculum with tailored programs for some of our pupils.  Mrs Sarah 
Schmidt (qualified counsellor and a registered member of the British Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy) is a highly 
valued member of our academy team and she is providing excellent support to some of our children.  As part of the Capital 
Development Project, we have ensured that Mrs Schmidt has a suitable welfare room to facilitate focused work with 
individuals. We are delighted that we will be adding a further day of support to this programme through a highly reputable 
organisation called ‘Place to Be’.  I was involved in the recruitment of our Mental Health Practitioner this week and I look 
forward to introducing Helen Whitehead to our school community very soon.  She is going to be based with us each Thursday.   
 
When analysing our attendance figures, it worries me that one of our key groups whose attendance is lower is our SEND 
children. (Of course, many SEND pupils maintain excellent attendance.)  If your child is SEND and has low attendance, it is 
important that we work together to address this as the regular support that SEND children get in school is so fundamental for 
them.  Poor punctuality and attendance is highly likely to be detrimental to the confidence and progress of pupils with an 
identified Special Educational Need.  Thank you for your support with this matter.  Please do contact our SENDCO,  Mrs Forrow 
if you have any questions about how you can best support your child.   
 
We are very much enjoying our preparation for our up and coming Halloween Disco (please see the date detailed below).  You 
will have received a separate letter about this event.  If you would like to volunteer to support this event, please contact Mrs 
Barker.  Offers of support will be warmly received and our gardening club, who are helping us to become more self-sufficient, 
have even grown some pumpkins, which will be used as part of our decorations!   
 
I hope you have a lovely week.   
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
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Captains Café 

 

 
 
 
 

Recent Events 
 
Lego We Do  
On Tuesday of last week, eight of our Year 6 cohort started their LEGO WeDo coding. Their first project is to construct and 
program a ‘rover’ to explore inhospitable places. During their first session, as well as learning how to construct a robot, they 
also learnt how to communicate effectively as a pair, how to problem solve when things didn’t go as planned, and understand 
why robots can be so beneficial to researchers in the field of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics).     

 

                      
 

 
Yom Kippur Religious Festival 

 
On Wednesday 9 October, children across school celebrated the Jewish Holy Festival- Yom Kippur. This 
celebration is an opportunity for Jews to say sorry for their sins and look forward to a new year. A Jewish 
tradition on this day is to eat apples and honey. Ancient Jews believed that the apples had special healing 
properties and the honey signified a sweet New Year. All children across school were able to celebrate by 
eating apples and honey too! Children participated excellently and all were willing to try this sweet treat. 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello Yellow – Thursday 10 October 2019 
A massive thank you to all the parents and children who helped us to raise £238.00 for young minds. It was amazing to see so 
much yellow as I visited the different classes but not only that, the children had a good understanding of why we did it. We 
even had a go at some yoga in Early Years to help us stay fit physically and mentally. 
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Future Events 

 
Halloween Disco – Monday 21 October 2019 
The Halloween party is on Monday 21 October 2019, the times are in the diary dates to remember below. As Early Years is 
during school time, if you would like your child to dress up, please send the costume in a bag with their name clearly labelled 
on the bag and clothes.  
 
If anybody can help at 1.15 pm to decorate the hall for the first party, then please let the office staff know. Also, any volunteers 
to help out at the KS1 or KS2 party would be greatly appreciated. Unfortunately, due to health and safety with numbers of 
children allowed in the hall, you will not be able to bring any siblings to the party that isn’t for them. If you can help out, again, 
please let the office staff know. Dressing up is optional.  

 
 

General Notices 
 

Uniform 
Your child should be wearing full school uniform every day, including school shoes. If they do not have full school uniform and 
you would like support with this please contact our family support worker, Mrs Hodgkin. 
 

 
MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
Aldi Kits for Schools 
This year Ryecroft is taking part in the Aldi kits for school scheme. For every poster that we complete, we will be entered in to 
a prize draw to win £20,000.00. Please could we ask parents / carers / friends and family to collect the stickers from their 
weekly shop? This will help us fill our poster with stickers.  
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
I'm worried my child is... 
Taking and sharing inappropriate pictures 
 
Talk to them about what they're sharing and if they know who has seen the pictures. Ask them if they'd be happy for someone 
– like a grandparent – to see the picture? Or if they think someone they admire, maybe their favourite celebrity, would share 
an image like that? 
 
Explain that they should always think carefully about what they share. Once it has been sent, they can't control what happens 
to it. Discuss what sort of pictures are appropriate for them to share and not to share, and make sure they understand why. 
 
Recognise that sometimes children share pictures for a dare, or as part of a joke. Remind them that once something's shared 
online, they can't manage who sees it or what happens next – even if it began as a joke. 
 
Agree a safe way forward, such as checking what they're sharing for a while. Or ask an older sibling to check the photos before 
they're shared. 
Suggest they download the ZipIt app to help them deal with requests for inappropriate photos. 
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/ 
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Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

   

Happy Hedgehogs 2 46 

Loyal Lapwings 6 207 

Fair-Minded Firs 5 114 

Honest Hawthorns 4 238 

Respectful Robins 2 20 

Wise Willows 4 90 

Compassionate Chestnuts 6 225 

Self-Believing Sycamores 5 181 

Resilient Rowans 5 108 

Persevering Poplars 4 135 

Empathetic Elders 1 26 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
 

 
ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Super Star                                                                                                                                      

 
 

Congratulations to Wise Willows for the best attendance this week   
98.7% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 7 October to 11 October was: 
95.9 % 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.9% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
 

Friendly Frogs 93.4%  Loyal Lapwings Rita 

Happy Hedgehogs 96.9%  Honest Hawthorns Leo 

Respectful Robins 97.7%  Fair-minded Firs Chelsea 

Loyal Lapwings  92.1%  Self-believing Sycamores David 

Honest Hawthorns 93.8%  Compassionate Chestnuts Sally 

Fair-minded Firs 93.7%  Wise Willows Angus 

Self-believing Sycamores 98.0%  Resilient Rowans Connor 

Compassionate Chestnuts 97.3%  Persevering Poplars Theo 

Wise Willows 98.7%  Empathetic Elders Sonny 

Resilient Rowans 93.5%    

Persevering Poplars 97.0% 

Empathetic Elders 97.9% 
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SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Esme 
Bruno 

Chester 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Oliver D 
Alex 

Fayth 

 
Respectful Robins 

Sienna  
Megan 
Alina 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Savannah 
Gabriel 

Jake 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Leo 
William 

Daisy 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Cornell 
Layla 

Amelia 
Nathan 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Eva 
Amelia 
Cassidy 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Bella 
Kane 
Owen 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Jasmine 
Anne-Mari 

Poppy  

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Calvin 
Sam 

Stevie 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Jamie-Leigh 
Jasper 
Aaron 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Lily 
Oliver C 

Lexi 

 
 
 

 
Diary Dates to Remember 

Tuesday 15 October 2019 Poplars trip to Ewden 

Wednesday 16 October 2019 Rowans trip to Ewden 

Monday 21 October 2019 Halloween Disco EYFS 2.15pm – 3.00pm KS1 3.45pm - 4.45pm KS2 5.00pm – 
6.00pm 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Poplars spirituality assembly – Diwali 

Thursday 24 October 2019 School Photo day  

Friday 25 October 2019 Academy Closes 

Monday 4 November 2019 Academy opens  

Wednesday 6 November 2019 Rowans spirituality assembly – Day of the Dead 

Wednesday 13 November 2019 Lapwings Curriculum assembly  

Friday 15 November  Children in Need 
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Tuesday 19 November 2019 Parents’ Evening 2.00pm – 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20 November 2019 Poplars Curriculum assembly  

Friday 22 November 2019 Staff training day (3) 

Wednesday 4 December 2019 Chestnuts Curriculum assembly  

Friday 6 December 2019 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day 

Wednesday 11 December 2019 Christmas Craft Fair  

Friday 13 December 2019 Christmas Jumper day  

Wednesday 18 December 2019 Elders spirituality festival - Hanukkah 

Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 10 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day (AM) 

Wednesday 22 January 2020 Firs spirituality assembly – Chinese New Year 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 Firs Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 26 February 202 Firs Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 4 March 2020 Willows curriculum assembly 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 Sycamores spirituality festival – Sikh New Year or Holla Mohalla 

Wednesday 18 March 2020 School Photographs – Class groups 

Wednesday 11 March 2020 Chestnuts spirituality celebration - Passover 

Friday 20 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Wednesday 25 March 2020 Lapwings spirituality assembly - Easter 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Wednesday 20 May 2020 Willows spirituality assembly – Eid al-fitr 

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 3 June 2020 Rowans Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 10 June 2020 Sycamores Curriculum Assembly 

Wednesday 17 June 2020 Hawthorns Curriculum assembly 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

