
 

 

What was the Stone Age? 

The Stone Age was a broad prehistoric period during which stone was widely used to 

make implements with an edge, a point, or a percussion surface. The period lasted 

roughly 3.4 million years and ended between 8700 BCE and 2000 BCE with the advent 

of metalworking. 

What was the Iron Age? 

People in Britain learned how to use iron. This discovery had a dramatic impact on 

everyday life. Iron tools made farming much easier than before and settlements grew 

in size. 

Iron Age Britain was a violent place. People lived in clans that belonged to tribes led 

by warrior kings. Rival tribes fought with deadly iron weapons. Many people lived in 

hill forts to keep safe from attacks. 

During the Iron Age, the Celtic people spread out across Europe and many settled in 
Britain. The ancient Britons followed a Celtic way of life. They produced fine 

metalwork and enjoyed feasting, music and poetry. 
 

 

Key Places 

Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument in Wiltshire, England. It consists of a 

ring of standing stones, with each standing stone around 13 feet (4.0 m) 

high, seven feet (2.1 m) wide and weighing around 25 tons.  

Archaeologists believe it was constructed from 3000 BC to 2000 BC. The 

surrounding circular earth bank and ditch, which are earliest phase of the 

monument, have been dated to about 3100 BC. 

 

Key vocabulary 

Evidence: anything that gives clues about the past e.g. artefacts, diaries, paintings 
Chronology: arrangement of events in time order 
Prehistory: the time before written records 
Archaeologist: a person whose job it is to work with artefacts and sites from the past 
Palaeolithic: the early stone age 
Mesolithic: the middle (meso = between) Stone Age 
Neolithic: the later (neo = new) Stone Age 
Stone Age: prehistoric period in which tools were mainly made from stone or other organic materials 
Bronze Age: prehistoric period after the stone age in which bronze working was widely used 
Iron Age: prehistoric period after the Bronze Age in which iron working was widely used 
Agriculture: the practice of farming, including working the land to grow crops and rearing animals for food and other produce 
Forage: search over a wide area for food ready to eat or prepare 
Hunter-gatherer: people who constantly moved around to find animals to hunt 
Settlement: a place where people stay, build homes and live for a long period 

 

Further Reading 
Stone Age Boy (Satoshi Kitamura) 
The Stone Age: Hunters, Gatherers and Woolly Mammoths (Marcia Williams) 
The Boy with the Bronze Axe (Kathleen Fidler) 
The Secrets of Stonehenge (Mick Manning & Brita Granström) 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Prehistoric%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Monument%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Wiltshire%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Standing%20stones%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Archaeology%20wikipedia


 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

AD 793-The Vikings attack the island 

of Lindisfarne. 
AD 866- The Vikings capture the 

city of York. 

AD 871-Alfred the Great becomes 

the King of Wessex 

AD 878- The Vikings settle 

permanently in England. 

AD 900- The Vikings rule the North 

of Scotland. 

AD 954- The last Viking King of Jorvik is 

forced out of York. 
AD 1066- King Harold is defeated in 

the Battle of Hastings. 

Timeline of Major Events 



 

 

 

 

     

 


