
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Source: the place where water collects 
and a river begins to flow, also known as 
headwater 

Canal: an artificial waterway, often 
running alongside a river, for trade or 
irrigation 

Delta: a place of deposition near the 
mouth of a river that results is a number 
of smaller ‘islands’ amongst intertwining, 
smaller streams 

Industrial Revolution: a time in which 
many people moved to large towns and 
cities to work in factories  
 

Tributary: a smaller river feeding into a 
larger one 

Sediment: material worn away from the 
bank or bed of a river 

Erosion: wearing away of material from 
the banks or bed of a river 

Mouth: the place at the end of a river 
where it broadens and flattens 

Deposition: water leaving or no longer 
having energy to carry sediment  

River: a large, natural stream of moving 
water 
 

Embankment: land at the side of a river 
that has been built up artificially  

Industry: the production and trade of 
goods or services 
 

Famous Rivers of the World 

Name and Image Location Description 

 
Ganges River 

India The Ganges, or Ganga, is a trans-boundary river of Asia which flows through 
India and Bangladesh.For most of its course it is a wide and sluggish stream, 
flowing through one of the most fertile and densely populated regions in the 

world. 

River Thames 

United Kingdom 
 

London 

The River Thames is a river that flows through southern England. While it 
is best known for flowing through London, the river also flows alongside other 
towns and cities, including Oxford, Reading, Henley-on-Thames, Windsor and 

Berkshire. 

River Aire 

United Kingdom 
 

Yorkshire 

The River Aire is a river in the England. It runs through the counties of North 
Yorkshire, West Yorkshire and the East Riding of Yorkshire, although most of it 
is in West Yorkshire. 

Amazon River 

South America The length of the Amazon River is approximately 6400 kilometres (4000 
miles).There are no bridges that cross the Amazon, mostly because there is no 
need, the majority of the Amazon River runs through rainforests rather than 
roads or cities. 

 

All rivers start at the highest point in an area. As the river flows 

downstream, it gains more water from other streams, rivers, springs, 

added rainfall, and other water sources. The great majority of rivers 

eventually flow into a larger body of water, like an ocean, sea, or large 

lake. The end of the river is called the mouth. 
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