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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
We hope you enjoyed some lovely family time during the holiday.  We have been delighted to welcome both your children and 
you, as our families, back to school.  As Principal, I am very enthusiastic about the year ahead. We have so many exciting plans 
and are continually striving to enhance the quality of education for our children. 
 
We are keen to further our engagement with you as our families and we will soon be informing you of initiatives such as our 
‘Parent Progress Café’ and our invitation for you to join us in our curriculum hooks and celebrations.  We will soon be sharing 
our curriculum newsletters with you to enable you to have a clear overview of your child’s study.  
 
It was very pleasing to see that our whole school attendance increased last academic year, although there is still scope for 
improvement.  Can I please ask for your support in this matter?  Having a strong attendance record makes such a positive 
difference to your child in so many ways and although we are keen to reward children for strong attendance, the real prize is  
the impact great attendance has on learning, achievement and confidence.   
 
There has been extensive site development taking place over the summer and I am delighted with the quality of the work that 
both ‘Aspect’ and ‘Pentagon’ have completed.  The phase 1 work is set to continue for approximately two more weeks and we 
will keep communicating with you as this alters drop off and pick up points for your children.  Thank you for your support in 
this matter.  We will ensure we organise an opportunity for you to come and view the site developments.  I feel very positive 
and I am sure you do too, about the continuing improvements that are planned for the next two years. 
  
I hope you have a lovely week.   
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
 
 
 
Chair of the Local Governing Body’s Message 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I do hope that you had an enjoyable summer. 
 
On behalf of the Local Governing Body, I want to welcome you and your children to Ryecroft Academy for what promises to be 
a very exciting new academic year. 
 
We are very much looking forward to a visit from OFSTED this year, and cannot wait to showcase our academy, fantastic staff 
and amazing students to the Inspection Team. 
 
The Academy is looking wonderful, and once again we are indebted to The Gorse Academies Trust for their support in funding 
the extensive building work that has been going on during the holidays.  
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In closing, I want to thank you for the support, help and encouragement you give to the academy – we really appreciate it. 
Best wishes, 
 
Mark Roper 
Chair of the Local Governing Body 

 
 
          

General Notices 
 
Parking Notice 
Please can I remind parents of the following information I shared in a previous newsletter regarding parking around school. I 
am disappointed that this is still an issue and that I need to raise this again: 
 
‘I am aware that this is something that I have urged parents to be really thoughtful of in previous newsletters but I am very 
keen to get my view across and hope that I am able to make a difference by returning to this issue.  I fully understand that 
parking and picking up your children near school is not easy.  We have been successful in ensuring we have yellow zigzag lines 
near one of our entrances but the fact is that the school is not well situated in terms of road access.  This is not something that 
we are able to do very much about.  I would urge our families to really think about how you are driving and parking and 
reflect upon whether you are wholeheartedly considerate of children’s safety? This is a really important reality and I am going 
to link this to the personal professional experience of myself and some of my colleagues in an attempt to ensure my 
communication has an impact.  
 
As you know, before moving to Ryecroft Academy, Mr Hayes taught at Hillcrest Academy, also part of the GORSE Academies 
Trust.  He was a teacher of Year 5 and, in his last year at Hillcrest, taught a wonderful pupil whose younger brother (Yusaf Jatta) 
a pupil in nursery at Hillcrest Academy, and was killed in a road traffic accident in April 2017.   
 
I was the Head of Year 7 at The Morley Academy for both Natasha Elliott and Hannah Hudson.  Additionally, I was the PE teacher 
for both girls. In my pastoral role at the time of their deaths, I was directly involved in linking with their bereaved families and 
friends.  You may realise that our Post 16 Provision, Elliott Hudson, is named after these former pupils.  Natasha was tragically 
killed on a railway line, aged 16 and Hannah was killed as a victim of dangerous driving on her way to school, aged 12.  
 
I could cite many more examples, including the most recent Trust road traffic tragedy (Thomas Easton, September 2018, aged 
13) but I hope the point I am making is fairly clear – the potential of an accident can too easily become a painful reality.   
 

I am concerned that our community reality is that we do have both thoughtless parking and driving near our school. I have 

been made aware of too many near misses and I would urge you to think very carefully about the potential cost of ‘convenience’ 
driving and parking.  I am grateful that thoughtful and caring families have raised this concern and I trust that we will all have 
the decency to respond appropriately.’  
Mrs Townsley 
 
 

 
PE Days  
 

Nursery & Reception Tuesday  
PE kit Expectations: 
White t-shirt, blue shorts, 
trainers or pumps and blue 
jogging bottoms in case of 
cold weather. 
 

Loyal Lapwings Monday & Thursday 

Honest Hawthorns Wednesday & Friday 

Fair-minded Firs Wednesday & Friday 

Self-believing Sycamores Monday 

Wise Willows Wednesday (PE & Swimming) 

Compassionate Chestnuts Friday 
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Resilient Rowans Thursday Please ensure that your child 
has their PE kit in school for 
every PE session. 

Persevering Poplars Monday 

Empathetic Elders Tuesday 

 
 
 
Sports day 
Unfortunately, due to the capital development project continuing around the school playing field, there will be no Sports day 
on Friday 13 September 2019. We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

 
 
 

MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
 
Being Internet Smart  
 
How e-safe are you as a parent? 
You've just gotten a laptop/tablet and can access the Internet for the first time at home. What is the most important factor to 
consider when trying to decide where your child uses it? 
 
a. It needs to be in a place where an adult can monitor the activity. 
b. Next to the kitchen for easy access to snacks. 
c. The child's bedroom is best so they can have privacy. 
d. In the least-used part of the house to get more use out of the room. 
 
It is possible to make the Internet 100% safe for children without sitting next to them the entire time they are online.  
 
a. True 
b. False 
 
Why should your child NEVER post their age and/or location ANYWHERE on the Internet?  
 
a. Their age may change with time. 
b. It's fine to give out both age and location as there are so many people, no one on the Internet will ever contact your 
child. 
c. It's fine to give out the location as long as they don't give out their name as well. 
d. It places your child at risk from those who may want to harm them. 
The correct answers are 1. (a) 2. (b) 3. (d) did you answer correctly? 
 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
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School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 1 13 

Loyal Lapwings 2 195 

Fair-Minded Firs 1 171 

Honest Hawthorns 2 44 

Respectful Robins 1 60 

Wise Willows 2 31 

Compassionate Chestnuts 2 37 

Self-Believing Sycamores 1 34 

Resilient Rowans 1 62 

Persevering Poplars 1 13 

Empathetic Elders 1 165 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Happy Hedgehogs for the best attendance this week   
100% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 4 September to 6 September was: 
96.8% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
96.8% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
 
 

Friendly Frogs N/A  Loyal Lapwings N/A 

Happy Hedgehogs 100%  Honest Hawthorns N/A 

Respectful Robins 98.8%  Fair-minded Firs N/A 

Honest Hawthorns 98.9%  Self-believing Sycamores N/A 

Fair-minded Firs 98.9%  Compassionate Chestnuts N/A 

Self-believing Sycamores 98.9%  Wise Willows N/A 

Compassionate Chestnuts 96.0%  Resilient Rowans N/A 

Wise Willows 96.0%  Persevering Poplars N/A 

Resilient Rowans 92.2%  Empathetic Elders N/A 

Persevering Poplars 96.3% 

Empathetic Elders 96.6% 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
Wednesday 18 September 2019 LKS2 Den Building  

Wednesday 2 October 2019 Hawthorns – spiritual assembly – Harvest festival 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Poplars spirituality assembly – Diwali 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Halloween Disco 

Friday 25 October 2019 Ryecroft Academy Open Day (AM) 

Friday 25 October 2019 Academy Closes 

Monday 4 November 2019 Academy opens  

Friday 22 November 2019 Staff training day (3) 

Friday 6 December 2019 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day 

Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 10 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day (AM) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Friday 20 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

