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30 September 2019 

 
 
Principal’s Message 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
 
I hope you have had a lovely week.  This week we have had the Arty-Fact Theatre Company in school and their performance 
focused on Bullying, this was enjoyed by KS1 and KS2 children.  The performance was of an excellent quality and of great 
benefit to everyone.   
 
Could I please ask for your support in being considerate to our neighbours.  There is frequently litter left where parents 
congregate on the driveway into school.  This is right outside several of our neighbours houses and although we will include 
this area when litter picking, I would prefer to be able to deploy our site team to other duties as this task would not be necessary 
if adults had the courtesy to clear up their own litter.  Thank you for your support in this matter.   
 
I am sure you would like to join me in congratulating Mr Stephenson and the children of Ryecroft in securing the 'School Games 
Mark Platinum Award'.  This is a fantastic achievement and it is the result of sustained dedication and commitment.  Please 
read Mr Stephenson’s section below for further information.   
 
Currently, we are keenly planning a visit to the World Para Swimming Championships in Manchester at the end of November.  
It will be fantastic to attend such a prestigious event.  This is part of our drive to build admiration and respect for protected 
minorities and I know that the children will recognise the talent, hard work and dedication of the fantastic international athletes 
who are taking part.   
 
In terms of Trust support, I am very keen to thank Sarah Clayton, our Trust Director of Modern Foreign Languages.  Sarah is 
teaching French to our Year 5 and 6 children and this represents great training for our professionals, as well as ensures that 
our children are in receipt of the highest quality specialist language teaching.   
 
Finally, a sincere thank you to those of you who supported our Macmillan coffee event after school on Friday.  We raised over 
£100 and it is fantastic that we continue to make a highly positive contribution to supporting charities.  A special thank you to 
Mary Land who organised this event.   
 
Through our assemblies, the Student Council are informing the whole cohort of the work of several charities connected to 
protected minorities. Once each charity has been covered, pupils will democratically elect which we will support over the 
forthcoming year.  It is wonderful to have both our families and pupils actively making such a positive contribution.   
 
 
I hope you have a lovely week.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
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Recent Events 
 

 Thursday 26 September 2019 - Cross Country Event at The Farnley Academy  
On Thursday evening at our first cross country event of the year, Mr Stephenson was presented 
with the 'School Games Mark Platinum Award', one of the highest levels of award that the school 
can get relating to PE and School Sport. As a school, we are really proud of all our achievements 
in terms of PE, School Sport and extra-curricular activity and are thrilled to receive the award. 
We would like to thank all our staff that dedicate their time to ensuring that the pupils of 
Ryecroft have such great opportunities to flourish during extra-curricular activity and school 
sports events, and look forward to continuing this work in the future. A big thank you to Charlie 
Pyatt, West Leeds Sports Partnership Co-ordinator, for presenting the award too. 
 
On Thursday night, we had our first West Leeds Cross Country event of the year. All pupils from 
Ryecroft gave absolutely everything in each race and performed admirably, particularly when 
considering the wet and muddy conditions. Overall, we had plenty of success, which sets us up 
nicely for another great year of school sport. We cannot wait for the next event. With over 40 

children in each race, below are some of the stand out results: 

 
Paige P – Winner of the Year 3 girls’ race 

Gloria S – Silver medallist in the Year 4 girls’ race  
Scarlett M - 7th in Year 4 girls’ race 
Emma H - 8th in Year 5 girls’ race 
Marley - 5th in Year 5 boys’ race 
Saffi - 6th in Year 6 girls’ race 
Kadie - 7th in Year 6 girls’ race 
Keavie - 11th in Year 6 girls’ race 

      
 
 
Macmillan Coffee Evening – Friday 27 September 2019 
On Friday 27 September 2019, we held a 'Macmillan Coffee Evening' to raise money for Cancer Support. We are extremely 
grateful to all the parents, carers, children and staff that made and supplied delicious treats for this event. We would also like 
to thank all of those that were able to attend and stop for a coffee, chat or just to sit and relax! In total, we were able to raise 
an amazing £103.23. Thank you to Mrs Land for hosting and arranging such a superb event. 
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Future Events 

 
 

Hello Yellow – Thursday 10 October  
10 October is Mental Health Awareness Day. Did you know that 3 children in a class of 30 children suffer from mental health 
issues in some way? It’s a much higher statistic than I ever imagined it would be. On 10 October we are going to raise money 
for “Young Minds” which is a youth mental health organisation supporting young children. We will do this by joining in their 
“Hello Yellow” campaign by wearing something yellow to school and making a donation for doing so. This is what they have to 
say: 
 
“We’re leading the fight for a future where all young minds are supported and empowered, whatever the challenges. We’re 
here to make sure they get the best possible mental health support and have the resilience to overcome life’s difficulties.  
 
The crisis in children and young people’s mental health is real and it is urgent. More children and young people than ever 
before are reaching out for help with their mental health. However, for those who take that brave step, help is much too hard 
to find.” 
 
Sometimes we, as adults, feel embarrassed to attend counselling, but society is becoming more aware of the importance of 
good mental health and getting support is much more accepted now. I've noticed our children at Ryecroft are very accepting 
of children, who have support with myself. In addition, the children who come to see me, are not ashamed to have support. 
So, do not let the fear of stigma put you off reaching out. If you feel your child is struggling and would benefit from coming to 
see me, please speak to Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin, or myself. I am a qualified counsellor and a registered member of the British 
Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy. I can support children experiencing a number of difficulties, such as loss, low 
self-esteem, low mood, or depression, anxiety, understanding emotions, such as anger, worry and sadness. If you have a 
concern that is not listed, please feel free to contact me through the school office, so we can discuss the options available – 
Mrs Sarah Schmidt (qualified counsellor and a registered member of the British Association of Counselling and 
Psychotherapy). 
 
Together, we are changing this. We’re fighting for young people’s mental health. Join our fight. More information can be 
found on their website: https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are/ 

 
 
Honest Hawthorn Harvest Festival Assembly – Wednesday 2 October 
As part of Honest Hawthorn's class assembly about Harvest Festivals, we would like to collect some tinned or packaged food 
to donate to St George's crypt, a charity who support homeless and vulnerable people in need. If you are able to make a 
donation of non-perishable food, please take it to the office before Friday 4 October. Thank you from Honest Hawthorns class. 
 

General Notices 
 

Uniform 
Your child should be wearing full school uniform every day, including school shoes. If they do not have full school uniform and 
you would like support with this please contact our family support worker, Mrs Hodgkin. 
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Leeds RGA Volleyball Club 
Leeds RGA Volleyball Club offers beginner, intermediate and advanced programmes for ages 8+. Fridays from 6 - 7pm, the club 
offers beginner sessions for children and adults followed by a social session for players of all skill levels. We also have juniors 
teams as well as competitive adult teams. For additional information please connect with us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
(@LeedsVolleyball), visit our website: www.leedsvolleyball.org.uk. 
 
Please also see the leaflets that are available from the school reception area. 

 
 

This half term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME  
 
Calculating duration of time 
To help practice calculating duration of time have your child record the start time of something they do e.g. football practice, 
Scouts, dance class, reading, watching their favourite TV program, then have them record the end time. Then calculate the 
difference using a number line. This activity can be made harder or easier by recording to the nearest minute, hour, half-past 
or quarter to/past; doing as a 24 hour clock or 12 hour clock; represent it using an analogue clock. As well as using a number 
line (modelled below) to help calculate the elapsed time, you could also use your homemade clock from last week. 
 

 
 
 
MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
Aldi Kits for Schools 
This year Ryecroft is taking part in the Aldi kits for school scheme. For every poster that we complete, we will be entered in to 
a prize draw to win £20,000.00. Please could we ask parents / carers / friends and family to collect the stickers from their 
weekly shop? This will help us fill our poster with stickers.  
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
Talk about how your child can stay safe on social networks 
 
Ask your child if they know: 
• where reporting functions are 
• how to block someone 
• how to keep information private. 
 
Show them how to do these things. Use Net Aware to help you. 
 
Talk about online privacy, and being Share Aware. Explain that online behaviour – including sharing personal information – 
should mirror behaviour in person. 

http://www.leedsvolleyball.org.uk/
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Explain that talking to strangers isn't always 'bad', but they should always be careful about what they share and sometimes 
people aren't who they say they are. 
 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 
 
Reassure them that you won't overreact – you're just looking out for them 
 
Explain that you understand the internet is a great place to be and that you're just looking out for them. Tell them they should 
speak up and not keep secrets if something is worrying them. 
 
Reassure them that you're interested in all aspects of their life. Say that you'd like to talk about stuff they've seen online, sites 
and apps they visit, and that you'll share the things you've seen too. Recognise that they'll be using the internet to research 
homework, for example. 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 0 0 

Loyal Lapwings 3 115 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 40 

Honest Hawthorns 6 408 

Respectful Robins 0 0 

Wise Willows 2 63 

Compassionate Chestnuts 1 19 

Self-Believing Sycamores 4 219 

Resilient Rowans 3 236 

Persevering Poplars 2 18 

Empathetic Elders 1 35 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Role Model                                                                                                                                      

Friendly Frogs 90.7%  Loyal Lapwings Isabella 

Happy Hedgehogs 98.9%  Honest Hawthorns Teagan 

Respectful Robins 100%  Fair-minded Firs Poppy 

Loyal Lapwings  91.5%  Self-believing Sycamores Nathan 

Honest Hawthorns 93.8%  Compassionate Chestnuts Dante 

Fair-minded Firs 96.0%  Wise Willows Archie 

Self-believing Sycamores 97.7%  Resilient Rowans Michael 

Compassionate Chestnuts 97.0%  Persevering Poplars Marcus 

Wise Willows 98.3%  Empathetic Elders Grace 

Resilient Rowans 87.1%    

Persevering Poplars 97.0% 

Empathetic Elders 96.6% 
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Congratulations to Respectful Robins for the best attendance this week   
100% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 16 September to 20 September was: 
95.5 % 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.8% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Ralphy 
Charlotte 

Joshua 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Bentley 
Eternity 

Sam 

 
Respectful Robins 

Phoenix 
Summer 

Frank 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Daiana 
Jack 

Aleigha 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Nicole 
Teagan 
Taylor 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Scarlett 
Scarlett 
Robby 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Lola 
James 
Alisha 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Imogen 
Olivia 
Kain 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Archie 
Sky 

Chloe 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Michael 
Olivia 
Kain 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Theo 
Eva 

Demi 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Oliver 
Grace 
Jack 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
Wednesday 2 October 2019 Hawthorns – spiritual assembly – Harvest festival 

Thursday 10 October 2019 Hello Yellow – raising awareness of mental health in young people 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Poplars spirituality assembly – Diwali 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Halloween Disco EYFS 2.15pm – 3.00pm KS1 3.30pm - 4.30pm KS2 4.45pm – 
5.45pm 

Friday 25 October 2019 Ryecroft Academy Open Day (AM) 

Friday 25 October 2019 Academy Closes 

Monday 4 November 2019 Academy opens  

Friday 22 November 2019 Staff training day (3) 

Friday 6 December 2019 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day 

Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 10 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day (AM) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Friday 20 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

