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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
As you are aware, we had our Ofsted Inspection take place during the course of this week.  I am eager to thank you those of 
you who took the opportunity to share your view.  The children were fantastic and exemplary in their behaviour, effort and 
courtesy.  The inspection did mean that we were required to put our Capital Development Project on hold for a couple of days 
and this means that the new Nursery pick up area will now be open from Monday 30 September.   
 
Over the course of this weekend, the playground markings have been added to the top playground.  We now have a really 
exciting mile a day and exercise track on the top playground, as well as two netball courts and shapes which indicate where 
our ‘Scrap Shed’ play can take place.   
 
During the course of the week, Year 3 and Year 4 pupils engaged in the activity of ‘den building’ linked to their study of the 
Stone Age.  The activity led by the 'The Den Experiment’ organisation was of the highest standard and I would like to thank the 
pupils for the enthusiasm and commitment that they demonstrated during this opportunity.   
 
Last week we included some photographs of our gardening club who were hard at work harvesting their crops.  They were able 
to take some of this produce home but in addition to that, their potatoes, courgettes and onions contributed to the vegetable 
curry served in the dining room.  They will soon have their new gardening area, which will be situated adjacent to the bungalow 
as the quad area is converted to an outdoor reading café.  The school orchard is now well underway and we are very much 
looking forward to inviting you to view the developments at an appropriate point in time.   
 
In terms of collecting your children, it is very important that you allow them to line up formally with their teacher.  It is not 
acceptable for you to encourage your child to leave their line to come to you ahead of the teacher dismissing them. Thank you 
for your support in this matter. 
 
We are always keen to chat to parents and families at the start and end of the day but at the end of the day, please be patient 
and allow the teacher to dismiss all children first before engaging them in conversation.  In Nursery, the teacher and a second 
member of staff will be on the door.  It is really important that you understand that the second member of staff has a very 
important safeguarding role and I have asked them not to engage in conversation with parents and families.  Please do respect 
my position on this matter and do not attempt to engage them in discussion.   
 
It was fantastic to see so many children engage in extra-curricular opportunities last week.  I do not know of a school that offers 
such an extensive range of opportunities as we do and I am sure that you would like to join me in thanking the highly committed 
staff team at the school for this.   
 
I hope you have a lovely week.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
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Captains Café  

 
 

 
Recent Events 

LKS2 Den building activity day  
A fantastic day for all of LKS2 who were involved in making dens linked to our 'Stone Age to Iron Age' topic. We used basic 
materials and constructed some superb dens. 
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General Notices 
 

Uniform 
Your child should be wearing full school uniform every day, including school shoes. If they do not have full school uniform and 
you would like support with this please contact our family support worker, Mrs Hodgkin. 

 
 

This half term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME  
Make your own paper clock 
Why not make your own paper clock at home by following the instructions on the website below! 
We have purchased enough paper plates and split pins for every single child in school to make 
one of these paper plate clocks that will be an essential tool in supporting your child in telling the 
time. The plates and split pins will be available in reception - please just go and ask for a set. If 
your child brings it in to show your class teacher they will receive an additional 5 homework 
stamps, which adds to their House's total points as well as their personal total.  
https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/ 
 
 

 
 
 
MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
Aldi Kits for Schools 
This year Ryecroft is taking part in the Aldi kits for school scheme. For every poster that we complete, we will be entered in to 
a prize draw to win £20,000.00. Please could we ask parents / carers / friends and family to collect the stickers from their 
weekly shop? This will help us fill our poster with stickers.  
 
 
McMillan’s coffee afternoon on Friday 27 September 
We are holding a charity event on the afternoon of Friday 27 September. The event will be held in the school dining hall. We 
would be grateful for any donations of cakes / buns, home-made or bought for us to sell. We look forward to seeing of many 
parents /carers and family members there. 
 
 
Honest Hawthorn Harvest Festival Assembly – Wednesday 2 October 
As part of Honest Hawthorn's class assembly about Harvest Festivals, we would like to collect some tinned or packaged food 
to donate to St George's crypt, a charity who support homeless and vulnerable people in need. If you are able to make a 
donation of non-perishable food, please take it to the office before Friday 4 October. Thank you from Honest Hawthorns class. 
 
 
Opera North Casting Call  
Opera North are looking for musical boys to take roles and ensemble parts in Opera North’s new production of Kurt Weill’s 
Street Scene, directed by Matthew Eberhardt and conducted by Jim Holmes.  
  

https://www.muminthemadhouse.com/make-paper-plate-clock/
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Rehearsals will take place in Leeds from Monday 18 November 2019. Please note that time off school will be required during 
the rehearsal period.  
  
The production opens in Leeds and there are performances at 7.00pm as follows:  
  
18, 25 January; 12, 20, 28 February (Grand Theatre, Leeds);  
3, 6 March (Theatre Royal, Newcastle);  
13 March (The Lowry, Salford Quays); 
17, 20 March (Theatre Royal, Nottingham) 
  
The young people need to be able to commit to the entire performance schedule.  
  
The production:  
On a stiflingly hot summer’s day in New York, a family is pushed to breaking point. Frank is angry at a world that’s changing too 
fast, his daughter Rose longs for a better life away from the squalor of the city, and his unhappy wife Anna struggles with a 
terrible secret that could tear them all apart… As the heat builds, the tension erupts into violence and their lives are changed 
forever. 
  
Weill’s richly varied score blends the European operatic tradition with the music of golden-age Broadway. Soaring arias and 
duets rub shoulders with jazz and the jitterbug, and Puccini shakes hands with Gershwin. 
  
With numbers such as ‘Lonely House’ and ‘Moon-faced, Starry-eyed’, it’s little wonder that Street Scene was awarded Best 
Original Score at the very first Tony Awards in 1947. 
  
More information can be found at: https://www.operanorth.co.uk/whats-on/street-scene/ 
  
The audition process:  
We will be holding auditions over the next couple of weeks, with the first date set as Thursday 19th September.  Any audition 
requirements will be sent out in the confirmation email.  
  
Applications: To register interest in auditioning, please fill in the following online form: Street Scene Auditions which needs 
returning asap. Please note that spaces are limited, so applications will be reviewed before audition places are offered.  
  
For any further information, please contact: felicity.dunk@operanorth.co.uk  
 
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
 
Ask your child about things they might see online which make them feel uncomfortable 
 
Talk about things they, or their friends, have seen that made them feel uncomfortable: 
 
1. Be specific. What exactly made them feel uncomfortable and why? Is it people or animals being hurt? Nasty comments 

about others? 
2. Link these to things in the real world, and explain that you're always here to protect and help them online and off. 
3. Reassure your child that they can always talk to you about anything that makes them feel uncomfortable. 
4. Show them how to report or block on the sites and apps they use. Use Net Aware to find out how. 
5. Tell them you'll help them to report anything upsetting they've seen, or to deal with online bullying. 
 
 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/ 
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Leeds SEND Information Advice Support Service 
Please see the attached leaflet detailing SEND drop in advice sessions over the coming weeks. We have also approached 
SENDIAS to possibly host a future session here at Ryecroft Academy. 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 2 59 

Loyal Lapwings 6 170 

Fair-Minded Firs 6 220 

Honest Hawthorns 3 88 

Respectful Robins 2 26 

Wise Willows 5 90 

Compassionate Chestnuts 3 53 

Self-Believing Sycamores 4 60 

Resilient Rowans 8 465 

Persevering Poplars 4 55 

Empathetic Elders 2 18 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 

 
ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Role Model                                                                                                                                      

 
 

Congratulations to Wise Willows for the best attendance this week   
98.0% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 16 September to 20 September was: 
 94.3% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.9% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

Friendly Frogs 91.2%  Loyal Lapwings Emma 

Happy Hedgehogs 97.8%  Honest Hawthorns Daisy 

Respectful Robins 93.0%  Fair-minded Firs Cornell 

Honest Hawthorns 90.0%  Self-believing Sycamores Eva 

Fair-minded Firs 94.8%  Compassionate Chestnuts Rebeccah 

Self-believing Sycamores 94.3%  Wise Willows Oscar 

Compassionate Chestnuts 94.0%  Resilient Rowans Alfie 

Wise Willows 98.0%  Persevering Poplars Kadie 

Resilient Rowans 87.6%  Empathetic Elders Damir 

Persevering Poplars 96.7% 

Empathetic Elders 97.6% 



 
 

 

6 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Jacob 
Layla 

Archie 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Myah 
Lotte 

George 

 
Respectful Robins 

Poppy 
Edie 
Filip 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Isabella 
James 
Amelia 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Stephane 
Caela 

Leland 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Sienna 
Laurie 
Charlie 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Amelia 
David 

Bradley 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Grayson 
Owen 
Olivier 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Gloria 
Scarlett 
Devon 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Alfie 
Amaya 
Connor 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Gabriel 
Destiny 

Carla 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Layla 
Jayden 
Liam 

 
 
 

 
Diary Dates to Remember 

Friday 27 September 2019 McMillan Coffee / Cake afternoon  

Wednesday 2 October 2019 Hawthorns – spiritual assembly – Harvest festival 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Poplars spirituality assembly – Diwali 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Halloween Disco 

Friday 25 October 2019 Ryecroft Academy Open Day (AM) 

Friday 25 October 2019 Academy Closes 

Monday 4 November 2019 Academy opens  

Friday 22 November 2019 Staff training day (3) 

Friday 6 December 2019 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day 
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Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 10 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day (AM) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Friday 20 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

