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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
I have been extremely proud of the fantastic start that pupils have made to this academic year.  Their fantastic level of effort 
and excellent behaviour is worthy of considerable praise and although we have let them know how pleased we are with them 
in school, we would very much appreciate you reiterating this.   
 
This week your children will receive their ‘Knowledge Organiser’ posters as well as their dimension two homework menus.  We 
hope the organiser supports both children and families in capturing key knowledge, skills and vocabulary linking to their study 
in school.  Please remember that our ‘Dimension 2 Homework’ approach aims to compliment quality family time and not 
detract from it.  We were amazed with the quality of the collaborative work you completed with your children last academic 
year and we will continue to showcase examples on our school website.  Please do also remind your child that they must tell 
the adult who has the PD reflective conversation with them if they have taken part in any activities and clubs. This can be either 
in, or out of school, as they will receive both homework and extra-curricular stamps for this worthwhile participation.   
 
Further to this, you will also receive curriculum newsletters and this will provide you with very helpful information related to 
your child’s learning.   

 
On Friday of last week, we were delighted to be hosting The Ruth 
Gorse Academy Orchestra.  They played to all Key Stages and 
discussed their instruments with our children.  We are very 
grateful to the Orchestra for taking the time to visit us and play 
for our pupils.  I know they will be inspiration role models for their 
younger peers.  
 
As you know, we are really eager to support our families and we 
will soon be launching our partnership with ‘The Skills Network’.  
This will facilitate training opportunities for both staff and our 
families.  They offer fantastic online level 2 and 3 courses which 
can be completed in the participants own time and there is full 
flexibility in terms of the completion time.  What is fantastic about 
this partnership is that the courses come at no cost to the 

participant.  There are some really interesting programmes available, such areas as SEND and bullying.  You will be able to 
access the materials from the comfort of your own home but once the bungalow building work is complete, we will happily 
host you in this provision, providing computer access as well as refreshments.    
 
I hope you have a lovely week.   
 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
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Captains Café  
 

 
 

 
Recent Events 

 
  
Raging Rivers - Hook Day 
To launch our UKS2 Creative Curriculum 'Raging Rivers', all pupils in UKS2 had a fantastic time taking part in a carousel of 
activities. With Miss Dunderdale, the pupils began their exploration of landscape art with a focus on shade, reflections and 
shadows. During Miss Smith's session, the pupils learnt the importance of clean water and how to make filters using naturally 
available resources that could be used during a time of flooding in remote areas. Through group planning and budgeting with 
Miss Gartshore and Miss Marshall, pupils designed buildings that would help reduce the devastating effect of flooding.       
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Gardening Club 
The Gardening Club were ecstatic to get their hands dirty again and complete their first harvest. They unearthed delicious 
beetroot, large potatoes, onions and checked on the development of their pumpkins. The Gardening Club have shared out 
their vegetables and we hope to receive pictures of them enjoying the meals they are used to create over the next week. Watch 
this space! 
  

      
 

Future Events  
 

LKS2 Den Building – Wednesday 18 September 2019 
Reminder: As the day is very practical and will be based predominantly outdoors on the school field, we are asking children to 
come in the following;  
• Warm and comfortable outdoor clothing such as tracksuit bottoms and a jumper  
• A warm and waterproof jacket 
• Hat and gloves (if required) 
• Wellington boots/appropriate trainers (that you don’t mind getting muddy) 
 
Children who are not appropriately dressed will not be able to participate for healthy and safety reasons 
 
 

General Notices 
 

This half-term’s ‘fun maths at home’ theme is: TIME  
I’m sure we all agree that telling the time is a crucially important life skill. Each week, we will include a fun activity to engage 
children in learning about time at home, and helping them to make real-life links (the best way to gain secure and lasting 
knowledge!) 
 
 • Look at a calendar. Find out how many days there are in a week, in each month, in a year. How many weeks are in a year? 
How many months are there in a year? Name them. Which is the sixth/last/third month etc.? Which dates are important to 
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your family? Why? Put them in order. Make your own calendar showing these special dates. What are the different seasons 
and when do they start? 

 
PE Days  
 

Nursery & Reception Tuesday  
PE kit Expectations: 
White t-shirt, blue shorts, 
trainers or pumps and blue 
jogging bottoms in case of 
cold weather. 
 
Please ensure that your child 
has their PE kit in school for 
every PE session. 

Loyal Lapwings Monday & Thursday 

Honest Hawthorns Wednesday & Friday 

Fair-minded Firs Wednesday & Friday 

Self-believing Sycamores Monday 

Wise Willows Wednesday (PE & Swimming) 

Compassionate Chestnuts Friday 

Resilient Rowans Thursday 

Persevering Poplars Monday 

Empathetic Elders Tuesday 
 

 
MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
Aldi Kits for Schools 
This year Ryecroft is taking part in the Aldi kits for school scheme. For every poster that we complete, we will be entered in to 
a prize draw to win £20,000.00. Please could we ask parents / carers / friends and family to collect the stickers from their 
weekly shop? This will help us fill our poster with stickers.  
 
 
McMillan’s coffee afternoon on Friday 29 September 
We are holding a charity event on the afternoon of Friday 29 September. The event will be held in the school dining hall. We 
would be grateful for any donations of cakes / buns, home-made or bought for us to sell. We look forward to seeing of many 
parents /carers and family members there. 
 
 
Being Internet Smart  
 
How e-safe are you as a parent? 
 
If your child is using the Internet on their own, should you ask them questions about what they have been doing?  
 
a. Yes - it helps facilitate communication and they'll be more willing to tell you if something was wrong. 
b. Yes, you need to make sure they weren't using the Internet more than their sibling. 
c. No - that sort of information is personal, it would be like reading their diary. 
d. No, your child will tell you if there's something you need to know. 
 
Even if your child is extremely sensible and trust worthy, should you still think about Internet safety?  
 
a. No - the Internet is safe even if your child 'slips up' a few times and gives out personal information. 
b. No - as long as you've taught your child what to/not to do, they should be fine. 
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c. Yes - sometimes trouble can find your child even if they take all possible precautions. 
d. Yes - but only if your child is using chatrooms. 
 
Chat rooms designed solely for children are safe.  
 
a.  True 
b. False 
 
  The correct answers are 1. (a) 2. (c) 3. (b) did you answer correctly? 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 3 44 

Loyal Lapwings 3 144 

Fair-Minded Firs 6 150 

Honest Hawthorns 4 121 

Respectful Robins 0 0 

Wise Willows 5 65 

Compassionate Chestnuts 4 63 

Self-Believing Sycamores 5 134 

Resilient Rowans 5 160 

Persevering Poplars 3 140 

Empathetic Elders 3 79 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                      

 

Friendly Frogs 94.3%  Loyal Lapwings Sofia 

Happy Hedgehogs 100%  Honest Hawthorns Amelia 

Respectful Robins 99.0%  Fair-minded Firs Alex 

Honest Hawthorns 96.6%  Self-believing Sycamores Wiktor 

Fair-minded Firs 99.0%  Compassionate Chestnuts Clara 

Self-believing Sycamores 98.3%  Wise Willows Florence 

Compassionate Chestnuts 99.3%  Resilient Rowans Thomas 

Wise Willows 100%  Persevering Poplars Jack 

Resilient Rowans 87.1%  Empathetic Elders Tegan 

Persevering Poplars 96.3% 

Empathetic Elders 98.6 
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Congratulations to Happy Hedgehogs and Wise Willows for the best attendance this week   
100% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 4 September to 6 September was: 
96 % 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
96.7% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

 
N/A 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

  
Joshua  

 
Respectful Robins 

Lily  
Mateusz 

 
Loyal Lapwings  

 

Sophia  
Pippa 

Marley 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Lacie-Jaii 
Joanie  

Jackson 

 
Fair-minded Firs 

 

Mia-Rose 
Bobby 
Zaffire 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Freya 
Oliver 

Brooke 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Emma 
Tyrell 
Dante 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Kendal 
Jaiden 
Ellie 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Olivia 
Leland 
Alfie 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Jack 
Luca 

Emma 

 
Empathetic Elders 

Sonny 
Paige 

Geordie 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
Wednesday 18 September 2019 LKS2 Den Building  

Wednesday 2 October 2019 Hawthorns – spiritual assembly – Harvest festival 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Poplars spirituality assembly – Diwali 

Wednesday 23 October 2019 Halloween Disco 

Friday 25 October 2019 Ryecroft Academy Open Day (AM) 

Friday 25 October 2019 Academy Closes 

Monday 4 November 2019 Academy opens  

Friday 22 November 2019 Staff training day (3) 

Friday 6 December 2019 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day 

Friday 20 December 2019 Academy Closes for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 10 January 2020 Ryecroft Academy EYFS Open Day (AM) 

Wednesday 12 February 2020 LBGTQ Disco 

Friday 14 February 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 24 February 2020 Academy Opens 

Thursday 5 March 2020 World Book Day 

Friday 20 March 2020 Staff Training Day (4) 

Friday 3 April 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 20 April 2020 Academy Opens 

Friday 8 May 2020 May Day – Academy Closed  

Friday 22 May 2020 Academy Closes  

Monday 1 June 2020 Academy Opens 

Wednesday 24 June 2020 Staff Training Day (5) 

Thursday 2 July 2020 Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day 

Friday 17 July 2020 Academy Closes  

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

