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24 July 2019 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
There were so many delightful elements to last week and also in this final week.  On Tuesday evening, we had the Year 6 
Leavers Assembly and enjoyed the pupils’ songs, awards and a slice of cake together.  Thanks must go to both Year 6 staff and 
Year 6 pupils for preparing such an enjoyable evening.  We think so highly of this cohort of children and we will miss them 
dearly.  We wish them every success as they embark on their secondary school studies.  
 

        
  
On Wednesday evening, the choir headed up the hill to the Farnley Academy to take part in the end of year concert.  What 
little show stoppers!  The children stunned the audience with their moving and energetic performances.  We have received so 
many compliments.  Well done choir – you were brilliant.  A sincere thank you to Mr Asquith for all of his work with the choir 
and to Mr Asquith and Miss Dunderdale for accompanying the children on Wednesday.  
 
Friday morning saw the third annual Positive Discipline Ceremony, held at the Farnley Academy.  As a school, we have 
galvanised a culture of reward and celebration and the ceremony is an important part of our rewards calendar.  Thank you to 
families for joining and supporting us.  The event was very successful and I would like to thank Mr Stephenson who led the 
organisation of this event as well as the Farnley Academy for hosting us.  I reiterate my congratulations to all award winners 
and the children of Ryecroft Academy, as a whole, for a highly successful year.   
 
This week we have thoroughly enjoyed our Early Years Graduation, Rebellious Ryecroft day and the Year 6 prom.  
 
Could I please remind families of the responsibility you have around your use of social media.  It is unacceptable to put on posts 
that are not factually accurate and are damaging to the school’s reputation.  Additionally, it is unacceptable to make comments 
that are malicious towards the school and its professional team, especially without knowing if you are commenting on 
something that is true; I am very proud of my professional team, they are kind, compassionate and caring and it is totally 
unacceptable to use foul and abusive language to describe them.  Where we find it to be the case that activity on social media 
is unlawful, threatening or obscene, we will no longer hesitate in reporting the matter to the Police and our legal advisors.  If 
you have concerns about the school, please take the time to arrange to meet with me so that we can address your concerns.  
The school also has a clear complaints policy that is detailed on the website. 
   
As we are nearing the summer holiday period, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your children a safe and 
happy holiday.  Please do remember the dangers of allowing your children to play in inappropriate places such as near water, 
by derelict buildings and areas of traffic.   
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Could I ask you to ensure that you continue very frequent home reading with your children?  Reading is such a fundamental 
skill and it underpins success in every area of the curriculum.  The skill of reading empowers children, giving them confidence 
and deepening self-esteem.    
 
Have a lovely summer everyone! 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                  
 
 

Captains Cafe 
 

 
 

 

Recent Events 
 

 
Take Over Day  
On Friday 12 July, Ryecroft hosted our second "Take Over Day". Staff within school created job descriptions for the children to 
take over their role for part of the day. The children looked through the job descriptions in class and completed applications 
forms to take on the various roles within school. There were some fantastic applications and it was very tricky to narrow down 
the candidates. After much deliberation the following children were successful in taking on roles with school: 
Principal: Tegan  
Site manager: Layla and De Paul  
Punctuality officer: Alfie  
Branches lunchtime Manager: Eva-Mae  
Nursery teacher: Destiny and Zach  
Teaching Assistant: Lily-Mae  
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Healthy Schools Celebration  
On Friday 12 July, Mrs Brodrick and two children attended the healthy schools celebration event at Leeds Civic Hall. We received 
our certificate to show we are a self-validated healthy school. The Academy will be formally assessed next academic year. We 
enjoyed healthy fruit kebabs, a speech from Councillor Arif who is the deputy executive member for children and families a 
cheerleading demonstration and some beautiful Makaton signing by the East Leeds SILC. 

         
 
 
 
             
Rounders Tournament at Stanningley Rugby Club  

 
 
 
 
The last sports event of the year took place on Tuesday morning with our Rounders 
team taking to the field against other school from West Leeds. It was an excellent 
morning with some really, high quality rounders on show. We started slowly and 
lost our first game, a narrow defeat to the eventual winners Lawns Park. However, 
from that point we were dominant winning all of our remaining fixtures. Cian and 
Leo were fantastic with the bat scoring lots of rounders, Maks and Layla were great 
on bases, Hollie bowled superbly and Finlay captained the team well. 

 This meant that we came 2nd overall, which was a great end to another fantastic year of school sport.  
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Opening of the Emerald Headingley Stadium 
On Wednesday, some of our very lucky Year 5 and 6 pupils got the opportunity to take part in a mass participation sports event 
at 'Emerald Headingley Stadium' to celebrate the opening of their new stand. The event was fantastic and our pupils were in 
awe of the incredible international facilities that they were able to use. They took part in a range of cricket drills and activities 
and did really well with all activities. Not many 10/11 year olds can say that they have played at an international sports ground. 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. For more pictures, please visit our website. 
 
 KS1 Dragon Boat Fes tival – Monday 8 July 2 019  

On Monday 8 July, Key Stage 1 went to The Morley Academy to celebrate all of thei r work in  Mandarin this  year. The main event was  a Dragon Boat Race and prior to this  the child ren worked really hard creati ng their own  dragon boats , showing excellent teamwo rk th roughout t he process . During the t rip they got to take part in a n umber o f activities  including ; mask making, callig raphy and Tai  Chi. Competitions  were held through out the day and Ryecrof t were awarded with the most orig inal dragon boat  des ign, the bes t dancers  and the bes t s ingers ! It was  a fantas tic day all round .  

                 
 
Rebellious Ryecroft Day 
Monday 22 July was our second Rebellious Ryecroft Day, where children and staff rebel and break school rules for the day. The 
children and staff paid 50p for each school rule they decided to break. 
 
The choice of rules were: 
· Have colour in your hair  
· Wear nail varnish  
· Wear trainers  
· Bring juice instead of water  
· Wear a big Jojo bow  
· Bring one unhealthy snack  
· Wear your hat inside  
· Talk as you walk into assembly  
· Choose where you sit in class for the day  
· Choose a song to play in class while you work 
 
The school felt alive with music, glitter, colour and hats, not to mention the variety of unhealthy snacks consumed at break 
time! Thank you all for taking part. 
 

                 
 
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 
On Tuesday of last week, Year 6 took part in their final ever assembly at Ryecroft Academy – their leavers’ assembly. The 
assembly was an opportunity to rejoice in their friendships, share some of their fondest experiences during their years at 
Ryecroft and be presented with awards that celebrate their individual strengths and personalities. The event was extremely 
well attended by family, who were able to share this wonderful experience with them. There was not a dry eye in the house 
by the end. Mrs Townsley had a cake made to finish the event, which included a figurine of every single pupil. To quote Mr 
Asquith, “You know you have made it when you have been made in icing! 
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Leeds City Museum 
Last Thursday, all of UKS2 attended a trip to Leeds City Museum to help deepen their knowledge of the Ancient Greeks and 
better understand the role of a historian. During their experience, the pupils handled artefacts thousands of years old and 
made hypotheses about what they could deduce from these. They also had the opportunity to explore other periods of history 
to help put in to context the important part the Ancient Greeks played in shaping other civilisations. During the visit the children 
conducted themselves extremely well and relished this opportunity. 
 

       
 
 
Year 6 Prom  
Year 6 had a fabulous time celebrating their end of Year 6 prom on Monday evening. All of the pupils looked fabulous dressed 
in their finest outfits whilst they danced to their heart’s content on the dance floor. It was a wonderful celebration amongst 
friends to end their time in primary school together. It was lovely to see all the children and staff join together in arms for a 
final rendition of The Greatest Showman! 
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100% Attendance Awards Day 
On Monday afternoon, our 100% attendance children enjoyed a fun filled afternoon of games including some time playing on 
the inflatables. 

       
 
 
100% Attendance Trip 
All of our pupils in school with 100% attendance for the year celebrated this fantastic achievement by going to Lightwater 
Valley. All of the pupils conducted themselves phenomenally during the visit: their behaviour towards other visitors at the 
theme park was superb and they supported each other when they were nervous about going on rides. All pupils and staff had 
a fantastic day celebrating with one another. 
 

        
 
 

Future Events 
 
 
Back to school – Wednesday 4 September 2019 

 
 

General Notices 
 
 

MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 1 week of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
Conversation is the best way to have confidence in what your child is doing online – Go ahead and ask the following question…. 
What will your child answer! 
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When you get an email or instant message from people you don't know, you should: 
 
a) Ignore it and put it in your trash folder. 
b) Respond with a polite hello 
c) Forward the message to your best friends 
 
Internet safety help and advice can be found on the school website or you can use the web address below for additional 
guidance. 
 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 
Leeds Children’s Speech and Language Therapy 
I just wanted to make you aware of some new animations now available for parents of pre-school children on the Leeds SLT 
website. The animations cover the top 10 tips for talking, and the language pyramid which are covered in our Parent workshop. 
These might be useful for the parents of nursery children and even those going into Reception, to help them understand ways 
to support their children over the holidays. 
The link is: 
https://www.leedscommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk/our-services-a-z/speech-and-language-therapy2/service-downloads/ 
Claire Bull – Speech and Language Therapist  

 
 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum 
As part of our Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum, we will be running the ‘Happy in My Skin’ programme in school.  
This is a 6-session intervention programme to increase pupil’s self-esteem that will be run by our Pastoral Officer, Mrs Hodgkin.  
 
Your child may be selected for this programme if their class teacher feels it would be of benefit to them and will be sent home 
with a leaflet to explain more about this. 
 
If you have any queries please contact Mrs Hodgkin via the school office. 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 5 172 

Loyal Lapwings 6 476 

Fair-Minded Firs 5 270 

Honest Hawthorns 5 190 

Wise Willows 8 293 

Compassionate Chestnuts  2 25 

Self-Believing Sycamores 5 40 

Resilient Rowans 7 133 

Persevering Poplars 5 72 

Empathetic Elders 1 8 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
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ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                     

 
Congratulations to Persevering Poplars for the best attendance this week   

98.1% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 15 July to 19 July was: 

95.5% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.5% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Alex 
Archie 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Isabella 
Codie 
Tegan  

 
Loyal Lapwings 

Pippa 
Miley-Marie 

Tyrique 
Logan 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Lois 
Cornell 
Bobby 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Bradley 
Blake 

Mia-Grace 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Macey  
Poppy C 

Josh 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Devon 
Jessica 
Emma 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Lily 
Geordie 

Kain 

Friendly Frogs 82.5%  Loyal Lapwings  

Happy Hedgehogs 91.9%  Fair Minded Firs  

Loyal Lapwings 93.3%  Honest Hawthorns   

Fair Minded Firs 95.9%  Wise Willows  

Honest Hawthorns  92.8%  Compassionate Chestnuts  

Wise Willows 95.2%  Self-Believing Sycamores  

Compassionate Chestnuts 91.7%  Resilient Rowans  

Self-Believing Sycamores 86.7%  Persevering Poplars  

Resilient Rowans 92.7%  Empathetic Elders  

Persevering Poplars 98.1% 

Empathetic Elders 92.1% 
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Resilient Rowans 

 

Oliver 
Kian 

Brooke 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Bruno 
Marcus 

Julia 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Damarni 
Matty-Joe 
Jessica N 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
Wednesday 24 July  Academy Closes for Summer at 1.30 pm 

Monday 2 September Academy Closed – Training Day 

Tuesday 3 September Academy Closed – Training Day 

Wednesday 4 September Academy Opens at 8.45 am for the start of Autumn Term 

Friday 13 September Sports Day rearranged from July  

Friday 27 September Best Friends Forever Production in School – Reception to Year 6 

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

