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15 July 2019 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
There was an abundance of exciting events for pupils to take part in last week and I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
my colleagues for organising so many worthwhile experiences.  You will see that the newsletter is comprehensive in detailing 
the great learning and reward opportunities.   
 
Our Year 6 children have received their SAT examination results and I am very pleased that outcomes for our pupils have further 
improved in all subject areas.  This is not just the case for Year 6 as we have secured improvements in our Early Years profile, 
our end of Key Stage 1 profile and in our Phonics Screening profile.  This can be attributed to the determined effort of both the 
professional team and the pupil cohort.  Well done team Ryecroft! 
 
Friday saw a further ‘Take over Day’ where pupils had applied for job positions across the academy.  Pupils took on their roles 
with great enthusiasm and learned more about key career options.  This is such a worthwhile opportunity for pupils and 
contributes to preparing them for their future.  Take over roles included: The Academy Principal, A Teaching Assistant, Nursery 
Teachers, The Site Manager, The Attendance and Pastoral  All pupils participated enthusiastically and performed brilliantly in 
their role.   
 
We would like to congratulate the Loyal Lapwings class on their performance last week. They did a brilliant job at leading the 
assembly. This was focused on their class value. 
 
On Wednesday we hosted the Tutti Frutti Productions Theatre Company who performed their current play, ‘Yellow is the 
Colour of Sunshine’.  
 
This is a charming and playful story about two friends who learn to communicate their feelings. The show begins as Hani is 
playing alone, with only a solitary magpie for company - until she makes a wish and Yoshi appears. The little boy communicates 
through sign language and Hani speaks; one big, one small, one loud, one quiet - they find that they are as different as chalk is 
to cheese. Nevertheless, as they discover one another, bonding over biscuits and rhyme, the pair become friends, but when 
Hani wants to play with Yoshi’s kite, everything changes. 
  
As the kite blows away, the sky turns stormy and grey. Yoshi and Hani have to work out what are these new feelings that they 
are experiencing. With the help of some dancing magpies, the playmates learn to communicate what is in their hearts, finding 
a way to become friends once more.  
 
The high quality and enchanting play was enjoyed by our Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Year 3 children.  
 
Our Key Stage 2 children really enjoyed the high quality presentations delivered to them by secondary pupils from The Morley 
Academy on Friday, the 5 July.  The Morley Academy pupils were fantastic communication role models and had developed 
projects focused on things that were both thought provoking and environmentally conscious.  This was inspiring for our pupils 
and it will help them to have a greater insight of the expectations of secondary education.  I am eager to thank Mr Peter 
Hollywood, Assistant Principal from the Morley Academy, for facilitating this great experience for Upper Key Stage 2.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a fond farewell and sincere thank you to the following colleagues who move onto 
pastures new at the end of this academic year: Mrs Hartley, Mr Asquith, Mrs Yaw and Miss Hodder.  I know you will join me in 
recognising what a brilliant contribution they have made to Ryecroft Academy and wishing them every success for their future. 
 
Miss Simpson and Mr Stephenson are both getting married over the summer break (not to one another) and so please join me 
in congratulating them and wishing them fantastic wedding days!  In September, Miss Simpson will be Mrs Long.  I am sure we 
will quickly become accustomed to calling her by her new name.   
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Please be informed that on the last day of term, Wednesday 24 July, we will be finishing at 1.30 pm. We will ensure that all 
pupils have lunch before departing.   
 
We are very excited about opportunities in school this coming week.  Our Positive Discipline Ceremony is scheduled for this 
Friday at The Farnley Academy and our fantastic choir are performing as part of the Farnley Academy concert on Wednesday 
evening.  In addition, we have our Year 6 Leavers Assembly on Tuesday evening.   
 
I hope you have a lovely week.  
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal                                                          

Captains Café 
 

 
 
                             

Recent Events 
 

Outdoor Learning Day – Monday 8 July 2019 
On Monday, the students had a fantastic day being involved in the Outdoor Learning Day. Students were busy building dens in 
the woods; partaking in team building activities and problem solving, fire making and toasting marshmallows, and making hot 
chocolate.  
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The GORSE Shakespeare experience – Monday 8 July 2019 
Monday 8 July, Year 4 children had the wonderful experience of attending The GORSE 
Shakespeare Festival. All children represented the school superbly and were lucky 
enough to have front row seats! They were able to watch a range of Shakespeare plays 
that were performed by secondary students from a range of academies within the Trust. 
There was plenty of laughter and all children were immersed and engaged in each 
performance. It was a pleasure to see pupils who previously attended Ryecroft and their 
outstanding talents. 
 

 
 KS1 Dragon Boat Fes tival – Monday 8 July 2 019  

On Monday 8 July, Key Stage 1 went to The Morley Academy to celebrate all of thei r work in  Mandarin this  year. The main event was  a Dragon Boat Race and prior to this  the child ren worked really hard creati ng their own  dragon boats , showing excellent teamwo rk th roughout t he process . During the t rip they got to take part in a n umber o f activities  including ; mask making, callig raphy and Tai  Chi. Competitions  were held through out the day and Ryecrof t were awarded with the most orig inal dragon boat  des ign, the bes t dancers  and the bes t s ingers ! It was  a fantas tic day all round .  

KS1 Dragon Boat Festival – Monday 8 July 2019 
On Monday 8 July, Key Stage 1 went to The Morley Academy to celebrate all of their work in Mandarin this year. The main 
event was a Dragon Boat Race and prior to this the children worked really hard creating their own dragon boats, showing 
excellent teamwork throughout the process. During the trip they got to take part in a number of activities including; mask 
making, calligraphy and Tai Chi. Competitions were held throughout the day and Ryecroft were awarded with the most original 
dragon boat design, the best dancers and the best singers! It was a fantastic day all round. 
 

                
 
 
Leeds Rhinos Day to Remember “Inspire Malawi” – Tuesday 9 July 2019 
On Tuesday, we had our Leeds Rhinos Day to Remember. The day involved all pupils from Nursery to Year 6 taking part in some 
activity circuits. Despite the weather, all pupils got stuck in and tried really hard, some demonstrating excellent fitness levels. 
We also had classroom visits from Ronnie the Rhino, who loved meeting all of our pupils. A big thanks to Dan Hardy from Leeds 
Rhino’s Foundation for arranging the day. We also managed to raise £107 for our chosen charity 'Inspire Malawi'.  
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Netball Final at Pudsey Grangefield – Tuesday 9 July 2019 
On Tuesday after school, our Girls’ Netball team competed in the West Leeds Final. We came up against two incredibly strong 
sides in Southroyd and Calverly Church of England and lost both of our games, however both games were tight. I was actually 
more proud than I have ever been of this team, as although they lost, they actually performed incredibly well and played some 
superb Netball. We can say that we are one of the best in the west and have had a fantastic netball journey this year. Well 
done girls!! 
 
Tutti-Fruitty Performance – Wednesday 10 July  
We had the pleasure of watching “Yellow is the Colour of Sunshine” it is a new play about two friends who learn to 
communicate about their feelings. The show was very thought provoking and captivated the children’s thoughts and feelings. 
It was a very energised and colourful performance that even mesmerised our Nursery class. 
 

                        
 
 
Waterstones Visit – Thursday 11 July 2019 
We were delighted to take a group of children to Waterstones bookshop in Leeds on Thursday to celebrate their wonderful 
home reading this year. Each of the children on the trip had read over 200 times this year and they were rewarded with a trip 
where they could choose a book to be bought for them and enjoy a drink in the café. They represented Ryecroft fantastically 
well. Well done everyone! 
 

                       
 
 
 
Year 6 visit to Elliott Hudson College  
Our Year 6 students worked in groups to prepare and present a short piece on an environmental topic to their classmates and 
students from Elliott Hudson College. The students from Elliott Hudson College acted as a judging panel and scored the 
presentations for the presentation content, awareness of audience and purpose, the quality of the presentation, the level of 
formality and quality of communication style. The Year 6 students then enjoyed a tour of the facilities at the college to excite 
and inspire them onto further learning in the future. 
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Year 5 visit to The Farnley Academy 
Our Year 5 students attended a science workshop at The Farnley Academy to give them a taste of the exciting science based 
experiments they will be able to take part in as they continue their educational journey through the GORSE Academies Trust. 
This visit will motivate and inspire our Year 5 students to work hard and try their best as they enter their last year of Ryecroft 
Academy. 
 

        
 
KS1 The Little Big Sing – Friday 12 July 2019 
Happy Hedgehogs and Loyal Lapwings classes were treated to a fantastic afternoon of singing and music making on Friday. 
They took part in The Little Big Sing, run by Opera North, is inspired by The Big Sing project that many LKS2 children participated 
in earlier this year. They behaved and performed brilliantly, and were a great credit to Ryecroft. They also impressed us with 
the musical knowledge that they had learnt in their lessons with Mrs Pilling this year! 
 

                          
 
 

 
Future Events 

 
Monday 22nd July is Rebellious Ryecroft Day 
Following the great success of last year’s Rebellious Ryecroft Day we have decided to run this event again on Monday 22 July. 
This year promises to be even better with more rules available to be broken for 50p each. 
 
The School Council are meeting to create the menu of rules that can be broken. Further details will be sent out shortly, watch 
this space! 
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Hot-Spot Attendance day –Wednesday 24 July 2019! 
We are having a non-uniform attendance day on Wednesday 24 July 2019.  The House with the highest attendance will be 
given a very significant point advantage for the start of next academic year.   
 
 
Fruity Friday 
Now the weather is starting to get warmer the school council will be running the Fruity Friday shop again. The shop will be 
running on the following date:  
Friday 19 July 2019 
 
Smoothies made using the smoothie bike and ice-lollies will be on sale on the front playground as well as the second hand 
uniform shop.  Smoothies will be priced at £1 each, ice-lollies 50p each and second hand uniform 50p per item.  
 

 
 
 

General Notices 
 
 

MEDICAL EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
From September 2019, if your child is absent due to a medical issue, hospital stay or an illness that you feel should not affect 
their attendance rewards you will be required to complete a Medical Exceptional Circumstances Request Form (available from 
the school office). This form must be completed and returned to the school office within 2 weeks of the date your child returns 
to school. 
This form will be passed to Mrs Townsley, who will make the final decision and a copy of the completed form will be returned 
to you.  
Any absences where this form has not been completed and authorised will affect your child’s attendance rewards. 
 
 
 
Being Internet Smart 
Conversation is the best way to have confidence in what your child is doing online – Go ahead and ask the following question…. 
What will your child answer! 
 
When you get an email or instant message from people you don't know, you should: 
 
a) Ignore it and put it in your trash folder. 
b) Respond with a polite hello 
c) Forward the message to your best friends 
 
 
Internet safety help and advice can be found on the school website or you can use the web address below for additional 
guidance. 
 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 
 
Leeds Children’s Speech and Language Therapy 
I just wanted to make you aware of some new animations now available for parents of pre-school children on the Leeds SLT 
website. The animations cover the top 10 tips for talking, and the language pyramid which are covered in our Parent workshop. 
These might be useful for the parents of nursery children and even those going into Reception, to help them understand ways 
to support their children over the holidays. 
The link is: 
https://www.leedscommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk/our-services-a-z/speech-and-language-therapy2/service-downloads/ 
Claire Bull – Speech and Language Therapist  
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Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum 
As part of our Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum, we will be running the ‘Happy in My Skin’ programme in school.  
This is a 6-session intervention programme to increase pupil’s self-esteem that will be run by our Pastoral Officer, Mrs Hodgkin.  
 
Your child may be selected for this programme if their class teacher feels it would be of benefit to them and will be sent home 
with a leaflet to explain more about this. 
 
If you have any queries please contact Mrs Hodgkin via the school office. 
 
 
Spelling Strategies 
We are very fortunate to have paired up with the digital team in the trust to produce a spelling video. It shows a number of 
strategies that parents can use at home to support their children with their spelling. Please do have a look - it will help greatly 
with any spelling homework that is sent home! It can be found on the school website under the curriculum tab. Just click the 
Phonics and Spelling link. Well done to our fabulous year six pupils who worked so well in front of the camera. 
 
 
Fluency Reading Games 
Speed Reading! 
The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed, 
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try to 
beat your score each time! 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
 
 
 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 5 302 
Loyal Lapwings 4 235 

Fair-Minded Firs 5 247 
Honest Hawthorns 4 84 

Wise Willows 5 328 

Compassionate Chestnuts 0 0 
Self-Believing Sycamores 7 372 

Resilient Rowans 5 513 

Persevering Poplars 3 293 
Empathetic Elders 1 40 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
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ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                     

 
Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week   

98.3% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 8 July to 12 July was: 

95.4% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.5% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Stephanie 
Emily 
Edie 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Alfie 
Philip 

Stehane 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

Rita 
Benjamin 

Jodie 
Drini 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Zaffire 
Ruby 
Leona 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Colm 
Una 

James 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Gloria 
Harvey 
Dante 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Owen 
Enna 
Paige 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Alfie D 
Demi 
Theo 

Friendly Frogs 93.0%  Loyal Lapwings Benjamin 

Happy Hedgehogs 93.0%  Fair Minded Firs Casey 

Loyal Lapwings 95.0%  Honest Hawthorns  Zaffire 

Fair Minded Firs 97.6%  Wise Willows Poppy C 

Honest Hawthorns  93.1%  Compassionate Chestnuts Emma 

Wise Willows 94.5%  Self-Believing Sycamores Demi 

Compassionate Chestnuts 98.3%  Resilient Rowans Aaron 

Self-Believing Sycamores 93.9%  Persevering Poplars Bruno 

Resilient Rowans 97.3%  Empathetic Elders Maks 

Persevering Poplars 98.1% 

Empathetic Elders 91.8% 
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Resilient Rowans 

 

Gabriel 
Grace 
Leland 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Julia 
Kadie 

Lily 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Sam 
James 
Tyler 

 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
Tuesday 16 July Rounders Event at Stanningley 

Tuesday 16 July  KS2 leavers assembly 2:15pm and 5:00 

Friday 19 July  PD Ceremony at The Farnley Academy  

Friday 19 July 100% attendance rewards Afternoon in school 

Monday 22 July  Rebellious Ryecroft Day  

Monday 22 July  KS2 Prom 6:00-7:30 

Tuesday 23 July  Lightwater Valley Trip – 100% attendance award 

Wednesday 24 July Film with  Principal 
Attendance reward Day – Non-uniform day  

Wednesday 24 July  Academy Closes for Summer at 1.30 pm 

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

