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3 June 2019
Principal’s Message
Dear Parent / Carer,
I hope you have enjoyed a lovely half term break.

Before the half term holiday, it was the turn of Year 2 children to complete their SAT examinations and we could not have been
prouder of them. Their enthusiasm showed no bounds and they approached this challenge with such positivity and
determination.

As you will be aware, we often put bite size sections of information in the newsletter, which are centred around supporting
your children in their learning. This has been focused on either mathematics or spelling. Could | please encourage you to go
onto our website and view the short video that Mr Asquith and some of our delightful Year 6 pupils have created? The intention
of this is to help you in supporting your child with learning their spellings, as it illustrates a number of very useful strategies.
This video can be found in the curriculum area of the website under the tab ‘Phonics and Spelling.’

Our next class assembly sees the turn of Empathetic Elders on Wednesday 5 June 2019. They will be presenting their value
assembly, and we would love families of this class to come along and enjoy the show. Our Catering team will be providing buns
for you to enjoy whilst watching the assembly!

Our Transition day this academic year is taking place on the 4 July. This is when our Year 6 children will be visiting their
secondary school for the day and our children will spend part of the day with their new teachers and in their new classes. If it
is the case that some of our new colleagues are not available on that day, we will ensure this opportunity is facilitated at a
different point for those children.

As you know, a number of classes have moved to allow our Capital Development work to proceed. | do hope you notice the
effort that my colleagues have put into creating high quality learning environments.

| hope you have a lovely week.

Mrs H Townsley
Principal

Recent Events

Cookery Competition

The Year 3/4 House Cookery competition final took place on Tuesday with 4 pupils cooking their proposed meals in the kitchen
with Brian and David from our catering company Taylor Shaw. The children had a lovely afternoon and cooked some fantastic
meals that were enjoyed by judges including Mrs Townsley, Mr Hayes and Mr Stephenson. All four pupils were great and
deserve massive congratulations on both getting to the final, and producing some wonderful food. We had joint winners in
Rosie (Grey-Thompson) who made Carrot and Coriander Soup and Billy (Churchill) who made Salmon in Parsley Sauce. Please
see the photos below and visit our website to see more.

In addition, all four recipes are being taken forward by Taylor Shaw - either to add to the school menu choices or to add to
the staff CPD day menu choices.
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Brownlee Brothers Mini Triathlon at the John Charles Centre for Sport.

On Wednesday afternoon, 27 of our pupils attended the Brownlee Brothers Mini Triathlon at the John Charles Centre for Sport.
This was a huge event with over 1300 children taking part from across the city over the course of the day. The pupils had to
swim 50 metres followed by an 800 metre cycle and 400 metre run. All of our pupils gave everything and all 27 managed to
complete the course. As always, they represented our school incredibly well and it was a really enjoyable afternoon for pupils
and staff. Although the events were not competitive, a special mention must go to Ebony who completed the course in a really
impressive time. Please go to our website to see some more photos.

Netball School Games Qualifier

On Thursday night, our mixed netball team took part in their school games qualifier at Pudsey
Grangefield secondary school. The event was a big one with 15 schools taking part. The team
did really well, managing to go undefeated in the group stages, not even conceding a goal.
Unfortunately we lost in the semi-final to Pudsey Bolton Royd, so miss out on a place in the
City Final, however it was another great achievement from a team that have had lots of
success this year. We still have the girls’ final to look forward to on the 13 June.
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Head Lice - February letter

Head lice has been an ongoing issue for many children and parents at the Academy recently. We will always inform parents if
head lice are reported in their child’s class. The Academy has provided parents with information on how to treat head lice and
how to access free head lice solution (leaflets are available by the main office). Unfortunately, it continues to be a concern in
school. It is important for all parents to be aware of the serious implication of head lice if left untreated. Head lice feed from
the blood by biting at the scalp, which causes itching — itching can cause breakages in the skin, which can lead to infection. In
very serious cases infection can lead to blood poisoning, (Sepsis) Sepsis can lead to death.

Children with head lice often have poor and interrupted sleep as they can be awake in the night itching. A lack of sleep can
cause behaviour issues and poor concentration, which will impact on their enjoyment and learning. Children with serious cases
of head lice can be isolated by their peers — visible head lice could mean that other children do not want to play or sit with that
child, to avoid them being passed on, this causes great emotional upset to a child. (Please do be reassured that no form of
exclusion is accepted by the Academy and we will ensure that this is dealt if it does occur.)

All of the above can be easily avoided by checking and treating hair.

Your help with this is very much appreciated to keep our children safe.

Future events

Fruity Friday

Now the weather is starting to get warmer the school council will be running the Fruity Friday shop again. The shop will be
running on the following dates:

Friday 7 June 2019

Friday 28 June 2019

Friday 19 July 2019

Smoothies made using the smoothie bike and ice-lollies will be on sale on the front playground as well as the second hand
uniform shop. Smoothies will be priced at £1 each, ice-lollies 50p each and second hand uniform 50p per item.

General Notices

Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum
As part of our Social, Emotional and Mental Health curriculum we will be running the ‘Happy in My Skin’ programme in school.
This is a 6 session intervention programme to increase pupils self-esteem that will be run by our Pastoral Officer, Mrs Hodgkin.

Your child may be selected for this programme if their class teacher feels it would be of benefit to them and will be sent home
with a leaflet to explain more about this.

If you have any queries please contact Mrs Hodgkin via the school office.

Spelling Strategies

We are very fortunate to have paired up with the digital team in the trust to produce a spelling video. It shows a number of
strategies that parents can use at home to support their children with their spelling. Please do have a look - it will help greatly
with any spelling homework that is sent home! It can be found on the school website under the curriculum tab. Just click the
Phonics and Spelling link. Well done to our fabulous year six pupils who worked so well in front of the camera.
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Nursery Places available.

Do you or somebody you know have a child turning 3 before September? Come and see Mrs Barker to put their name down to
secure their place in September. Mrs Barker will also be able to show you around the newly refurbished and extended nursery
and show you the exciting new outdoor provision plans, which will be ready for September.

The GORSE gets Hydrated House Challenge

The GORSE Academies Trust is going to be giving all pupils a free glass as part of our GORSE gets hydrated week, which will be
coming up in June. Our pupils have a chance to enter a competition to create the design that goes on to the glass. This could
include pictures or key words relating to keeping hydrated.

The GORSE gets Hydrated Challenge is a home learning House competition. Simply create a design for the GORSE Glass. The
design could be a drawn design on paper or you could use a glass from home and actually create the finished article. All pupils
that enter the competition should hand it in to their class teacher before the end of the first week back after half-term (7th
June) and just for entering will receive 10 extra stamps and house points. The winning designs from each house will go forward
to Miss Rhodes and Sir John Townsley who will select the overall winner across the Trust. We hope that you have lots of fun
with your children in creating their designs.

Fluency Reading Games

Speed Reading!

The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed,
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try to
beat your score each time!

Attendance

As you are aware, attendance is celebrated within the Academy. We understand that as parents, it can be extremely frustrating
if your child’s 100% attendance is affected by a one off childhood illness such as chicken pox. If it is the case that chicken pox
has affected your child’s 100% attendance, please do call the Academy and ask to speak with the attendance officer who will
look at each case on an individual basis.

Punctuality

As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late.

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time

Minutes Late

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late

Happy Hedgehogs 1 8
Loyal Lapwings 4 143
Fair-Minded Firs 4 91
Honest Hawthorns 2 116
Wise Willows 5 219
Compassionate Chestnuts 1 15
Self-Believing Sycamores 5 164
Resilient Rowans 7 258
Persevering Poplars 3 70

Empathetic Elders 0 0
REMEMBER - EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
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ATTENDANCE PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK
Role Model

Friendly Frogs 90.4% Loyal Lapwings N/A
Happy Hedgehogs 76.4% Fair Minded Firs N/A
Loyal Lapwings 97.8% Honest Hawthorns N/A
Fair Minded Firs 95.7% Wise Willows N/A
Honest Hawthorns 99.2% Compassionate Chestnuts N/A
Wise Willows 90.4% Self-Believing Sycamores N/A
Compassionate Chestnuts 100% Resilient Rowans N/A
Self-Believing Sycamores 96.2% Persevering Poplars N/A
Resilient Rowans 91.5% Empathetic Elders N/A
Persevering Poplars 96.3%

Empathetic Elders 92.9%

Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week
100%
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 20 May to 24 May was:

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date:

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is
97%

SLT Praise Visits

Stephanie
Friendly Frogs Indie
Allen
Emma
Happy Hedgehogs James
Jake
Izzie
Loyal Lapwings Miley-Marie
Benjamin
Ray
Honest Hawthorns Elliott
Bobby
Casey
Fair Minded Firs Lola
Benjamin

McKenzie
Wise Willows Tyrell
Poppy
Billy
Compassionate Chestnuts Bella
Rosie
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Self-believing Sycamores Eva

Carla

Kain

Resilient Rowans Oliver

Tegan

Damir

Persevering Poplars Roxanne

Layla

Alonzo

Empathetic Elders Tyler

Jessica

James

Diary Dates to Remember

Tuesday 4 June Year 3 & 4 Trip to Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Wednesday 5 June New Reception Parents Meeting 2pm

Wednesday 5 June Empathetic Elders Value assembly

Wednesday 5 June Tim Pinto in school — E-Safety consultant working with children regarding

internet safety.

Monday 10 June

Fathers’ Day Present Room — All Week

Tuesday 11 June

Gorse Games — Football at Bruntcliffe Academy

Wednesday 12 June

Persevering Poplars — Topic Assembly

Wednesday 12 June

Fathers’ Day Lunch

Thursday 13 June

The Big Sing Concert

Thursday 13 June

KS1 Rainbow Club at Whingate Primary

Thursday 13 June

Netball Final at Pudsey Grangefield

Friday 14 June

Fathers’ Day Challenge (Early Years)

Tuesday 18 June

KS1 trip to Bridlington

Wednesday 19 June

Honest Hawthorns — Topic Assembly

Monday 24 June

Gorse Games Closing Ceremony

Thursday 27 June

Farnley / Armley Olympics at John Charles Centre

Monday 1 July

KS1/KS2 Sports day

Wednesday 3 July

Fair-Minded Firs Value Assembly

Thursday 4 July

Transition Day

Monday 8 July

GORSE Shakespeare Festival @ TRGA - Year 4

Wednesday 10 July

Loyal Lapwings Value Assembly

Tuesday 16 July

Rounders Event at Stanningley

Friday 19 July

PD Ceremony at The Farnley Academy

Monday 22 July

Rebellious Ryecroft Day

Tuesday 23 July

Lightwater Valley Trip — 100% attendance award

Wednesday 24 July

Film with Principal
Attendance reward Day — Wear your PJ’s to school day

Wednesday 24 July

Academy Closes for Summer

Helen Townsley Simon Hayes
Principal Assistant Principal

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents:
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact
Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Forrow.
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