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7 May 2019 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
I hope you have enjoyed some family time over the bank holiday weekend.  
 
I am delighted that we still continue to foster really important links with our community and our work with Manor House 
Residential Home is going from strength to strength.  The children who attended from Year 3 and Year 4 were an absolute 
credit to the school and it was lovely to see the smiles on the faces of both the elderly residents and the young Ryecroft guests.  
Please see the more detailed information shared below by Mrs Brodrick who leads this important part of our work. 
 
I am very keen to encourage your attendance at our Family Fun afternoon with recruitment and training fair.  Mrs Brodrick has 
worked very hard to ensure we have strong representation from local employers and trainers.  It would be great to see you 
there. Mr Asquith will host a stall which will showcase our curriculum drivers and he will also be there to take the views of 
parents regarding our curriculum. 
 
You may well have noticed that our bungalow is currently undergoing significant renovation.  One of the key uses of this will 
be for linking with you as our parents and families.  I will keep you updated in terms of timescales, as I am eager to invite you 
into school as parts of our Capital Development Project are completed so that you are able to come and see the improvements 
for yourself.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Debra Seekings and Sean Tate who are professionals at The Stephen Longfellow 
Academy.  They led a professional development day for key professionals from the Ryecroft Academy Inclusion Team.  This is 
helping to ensure we can continue to offer the very best personal development and welfare for our children.   
 
Could I please ask for your full support in ensuring you are fully committed to your child/children having very strong attendance.  
If I could remind you of the real rewards for excellent attendance.  We know that strong attendance is of the greatest 
importance so that children: 
 

 Are able to build positive relationships and develop social skills and confidence which prepare them for the next 
phase in their education; 

 Are able to develop their self-esteem, sense of worth and sense of belonging; 

 Have full access to the curriculum and are much more likely to achieve well and leave school with the vital skills and 
knowledge they need for their future lives; 

 Are able to develop a positive attitude to school and the world of work, understanding how important it is to be 
punctual and reliable.   

 
 
I hope you have a lovely week.  
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 
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Captain’s Café 

 
  

 
 

Recent Events 
 
 

Manor House visit April 2019 
It was the turn of the Year 3 and 4 children to visit Manor House this April to play games with the residents. The children who 
visited were absolutely fantastic, extremely respectful and represented the school well. They confidently offered to play a 
variety of games with the residents. Eric and Clifford took great delight in throwing beanbags at the target mat and they 
beamed when the children cheered and clapped when they scored 50 points. Olive was also laughing and smiling as she kicked 
a large football back to one of the children, while Elsie and Elsie enjoyed a game of bingo. Other children taught the residents 
how to play connect 4 and enjoyed a number of games together. It was so lovely to see the positive impact that we can make 
in our community. The children felt a real sense of pride seeing the joy in the faces of the residents. The children and residents 
were sad to say goodbye and commented on how much fun they had during the afternoon. There will be more visits planned 
to Manor House in the summer term. 
 

                       
     
 
'Inspire Malawi' 
At Ryecroft, we look to support our colleagues in other TGAT schools. On Monday, we had a visit from Michelle Rowe, a 
member of staff at Richmond Hill Academy. She runs a charity called 'Inspire Malawi'. Miss Rowe delivered a whole school 
assembly outlining the amazing work her charity does in supporting, building and enhancing schools in Malawi. After the 
assembly, Miss Rowe met with our GORSE Gets Healthy student reps who came up with a plan to support her charity. We will 
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be holding another event in school based around participation in exercise. This will be with the aim of raising money for 'Inspire 
Malawi'. Please look out for more details on this in the coming weeks.  
 
 

Future events 
 

Fruity Friday 
Now the weather is starting to get warmer the school council will be running the Fruity Friday shop again. The shop will be 
running on the following dates:  
Friday 10 May 2019 
Friday 7 June 2019 
Friday 28 June 2019 
Friday 19 July 2019 
 
Smoothies made using the smoothie bike and ice-lollies will be on sale on the front playground as well as the second hand 
uniform shop.  Smoothies will be priced at £1 each, ice-lollies 50p each and second hand uniform 50p per item.  

 
 

 
General Notices 

 
 
Mathematical attainment and colour vision deficiency Survey 
Mrs Hartley has extended her study regarding mathematical attainment and colour vision deficiency until Friday 17th May. If 
you would like your child to participate in having their colour vision checked, and haven't already sent your consent form in, 
please read through the information sheet and hand the consent form in to school before Friday 17th May. Copies will be 
available to collect at the main office. 
 
Family Fun afternoon with recruitment and training fair – Wednesday 15 May 3.30 to 5.30 pm 
Are you looking to start or continue training? Are you looking for a new job or career change? Come along to our recruitment 
and training fair on Wednesday 15 May from 3.30 to 5.30 pm.  
There will be a children's entertainer making balloon animals and face painting to keep your little ones busy while you look 
through the local training and employment opportunities on offer. Homemade cakes and refreshments will also be available. 
The confirmed companies and training providers attending are: 
GORSE SCITT - teacher training; 
Swarthmore - offering a variety of courses; 
Farnell - one of the largest employers in the area; 
First Direct Bank - a variety of recruitment opportunities available; 
Families First- for advice on benefit entitlement and interview techniques; 
McDonalds - local jobs that fit around school hours. 
 
If you work for a local business that is recruiting or know of any local business who may like to be represented at this event, 
could you please contact Mrs Brodrick at mandy.brodrick@reycroft.leeds.sch.uk. Thank you. 
 
 
 
GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Each week, we are going to send out a GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. If pupils complete the 
challenges and parents either send us evidence or write in pupils planners that they have completed the challenge, then pupils 
will be rewarded in school.  
 
Parents, please follow GORSE Gets Healthy on Twitter or Instagram @GorseGetHealthy. On there you will find lots of 
information about how to be active, what is going on in TGAT, and our first GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Any pupils, who 
complete this week’s GORSE Gets Healthy weekly workout, as demonstrated by Miss Rhodes in the video, will receive an 
additional 10 stamps in their planner. 
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Fluency Reading Games 
Speed Reading! 
The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed, 
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try to 
beat your score each time! 
 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 

 
 
 
 

              School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 5 173 

Loyal Lapwings 3 100 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 223 

Honest Hawthorns 5 253 

Wise Willows 4 92 

Compassionate Chestnuts  2 89 

Self-Believing Sycamores 0 0 

Resilient Rowans 3 256 

Persevering Poplars 4 344 

Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
 

 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Role Model                                                                                                                                     

                                                                          
                                                                          

Friendly Frogs 89.3%  Loyal Lapwings Leighton 

Happy Hedgehogs 88.1%  Fair Minded Firs Layla-Maii 

Loyal Lapwings 86.9%  Honest Hawthorns  Charlie 

Fair Minded Firs 91.7%  Wise Willows Jasmine 

Honest Hawthorns  94.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts Ella 

Wise Willows 98.7%  Self-Believing Sycamores Carla 

Compassionate Chestnuts 95.2%  Resilient Rowans Leland 

Self-Believing Sycamores 97.6%  Persevering Poplars Callum 

Resilient Rowans 96.4%  Empathetic Elders Ellery 

Persevering Poplars 98.5% 

Empathetic Elders 98.2% 
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Congratulations to Wise Willows for the best attendance this week   

98.7% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 29 April to 3 May was: 

95.5% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.8% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 
 
 
 

SLT Praise Visits 
                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Lucy 
Charlie-John 

Myah 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Amelia 
Ella 

Marley 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

Josh 
Benjamin 

Taylor 
Bobby 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Scarlett 
Scarlett 
Sienna 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Hannah 
Ruby-Mae 

Wiktor 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Kyle 
Chloe 
Macy  

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

De Paul 
Laura 
Ella 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Emma 
Kendra 
Amaya 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Saffi 
Leland 
Laiza 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Alonzo 
Milly  

Sarah-Louise 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Damarni 
Samuel 
Ebony 
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Diary Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday 7 May  Attendance reward Day   

Thursday 9 May  Y3/4 Dodgeball @ Swallow Hill 

Monday 13 May Year 6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15 May  Compassionate Chestnuts Value Assembly 

Monday 20 May  Year 2 SATs week  

Wednesday 22 May  Brownlee Brothers Triathlon @John Charles Centre  

Thursday 23 May Rainbow Disco  

Thursday 23 May  Attendance reward Day – Non-Uniform Day 

Thursday 23 May Academy Closes 

Friday 24 May  TRAINING DAY 

Monday 3 June  Academy Opens 08.45am 

Thursday 13 June  The Big Sing  

 
 
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Farrow. 

  
   
   
   
  

 
 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

