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29 April 2019 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
There is much to tell you about in terms of children representing the school so positively since our Easter return. Firstly, I was 
so impressed with the Year 2 children and the wonderful effort they showed when completing their KS1 mock SATs.   
 
This week, our Year 6 cohort worked with teachers from across the Trust at The Ruth Gorse Academy and then went onto the 
Everyman Cinema in Leeds City Centre to relax!  Both Trust colleagues and the staff at the cinema were glowingly positive 
about our pupil’s work ethic, manners and attitudes.  
 
Our Year 4 children, and some of their parents, have been visiting The Farnley Academy over the last two weeks to engage in 
a family cooking activity with a focus on healthy meals.  As the children arrived back at Ryecroft, they were full of enthusiasm 
and they reported that they had learnt a great deal from this experience.  They even brought me my lunch!  Miss Dunderdale 
informed me that a member of staff at The Farnley Academy described the children as the politest group of children she had 
ever come across.  This followed on from her holding the door for them and each and every child saying thank you without 
being prompted.    
 
In connection with events this week, it is very important to thank Miss Rennard (The Ruth Gorse Academy), Mr Denton (The 
Farnley Academy) and Mrs Webster (Boston Spa Academy and The Morley Academy) along with our SCITT colleagues for giving 
up their time to work with our Year 6 cohort.  I would like to thank The Farnley Academy for allowing us to use their cooking 
facilities in support of our family cooking sessions and also Taylor Shaw, our catering company, who led this activity.   
 
Please could I take this opportunity to remind you that children need to be in their school jumpers / cardigans every day. If it 
should become too warm, teachers will give children permission to remove them. 
 
I wanted to ensure families were aware that Miss McNelis-Wheatley is moving onto new challenges at May half term.  Miss 
McNelis-Wheatley has always shown such dedication and commitment to the academy and so please join me in wishing her 
every success for her future and thanking her for all that she has done for Ryecroft.  In our planning, we have ensured that the 
class will continue to be in receipt of very strong teaching.   
 
Friday 10 May sees the return of our Fruity Friday shop after school.  I hope that the weather will be kind to us!  We will be 
selling smoothies, pedalled by our Student Council, ice-lollies and second-hand school uniform.  Please support the Student 
Council in their fundraising efforts.  As a future development, as our school Orchard becomes established, we will be growing 
some of our own fruit to sell and to contribute to the ingredients for our smoothies!   
 
I am very eager to thank The Richmond Hill Academy for allowing us to be engaged in their ‘Inspire Malawi’ activities.  This fits 
so effectively with our curriculum driver of ‘community’ (we also have drivers of aspiration and communication) as this enables 
our children to learn about the community of Malawi as well as being great citizens in supporting the development of schools 
in the Malawi community.  In the true Ryecroft way, we are going to link this to an exercise-based event so that we are looking 
after our health.  Mr Stephenson has shared further details below.   
 
I hope you have a lovely week.  
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 
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Captain’s Café 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Recent Events 

 
Year 4-Family Cooking at The Farnley Academy 
Over the course of the past 2 weeks, Year 4 have been extremely lucky to take part in Family Cooking sessions run by Taylor 
Shaw. The children went in small groups up to Farnley and were met by parents who could also take part in these sessions. 
Children learnt about the importance of healthy eating, kitchen safety and how to create an amazing Pasta Neapolitan. We 
would like to thank all parents who joined us for this event and for those that were unable to make it; we have sent home a 
recipe so that you can try this too! 
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'Inspire Malawi' 
At Ryecroft, we look to support our colleagues in other TGAT schools. On Monday, we had a visit from Michelle Rowe, a 
member of staff at Richmond Hill Academy. She runs a charity called 'Inspire Malawi'. Miss Rowe delivered a whole school 
assembly outlining the amazing work her charity does in supporting, building and enhancing schools in Malawi. After the 
assembly, Miss Rowe met with our GORSE Gets Healthy student reps who came up with a plan to support her charity. We will 
be holding another event in school based around participation in exercise. This will be with the aim of raising money for 'Inspire 
Malawi'. Please look out for more details on this in the coming weeks.  
 
 

Future events 
 

Fruity Friday 
Now the weather is starting to get warmer the school council will be running the Fruity Friday shop again. The shop will be 
running on the following dates:  
Friday 10 May 2019 
Friday 7 June 2019 
Friday 28 June 2019 
Friday 19 July 2019 
 
Smoothies made using the smoothie bike and ice-lollies will be on sale on the front playground as well as the second hand 
uniform shop.  Smoothies will be priced at £1 each, ice-lollies 50p each and second hand uniform 50p per item.  

 
 

 
General Notices 

 
Family Fun afternoon with recruitment and training fair – Wednesday 15 May 3.30 to 5.30 pm 
Are you looking to start or continue training? Are you looking for a new job or career change? Come along to our recruitment 
and training fair on Wednesday 15 May from 3.30 to 5.30 pm.  
There will be a children's entertainer making balloon animals and face painting to keep your little ones busy while you look 
through the local training and employment opportunities on offer. Homemade cakes and refreshments will also be available. 
The confirmed companies and training providers attending are: 
GORSE SCITT - teacher training; 
Swarthmore - offering a variety of courses; 
Farnell - one of the largest employers in the area; 
First Direct Bank - a variety of recruitment opportunities available; 
Families Firs t- for advice on benefit entitlement and interview techniques; 
McDonalds - local jobs that fit around school hours. 
 
If you work for a local business that is recruiting or know of any local business who may like to be represented at this event, 
could you please contact Mrs Brodrick at mandy.brodrick@reycroft.leeds.sch.uk. Thank you. 



 
 

 

4 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

 
 
 
GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Each week, we are going to send out a GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. If pupils complete the 
challenges and parents either send us evidence or write in pupils planners that they have completed the challenge, then pupils 
will be rewarded in school.  
 
Parents, please follow GORSE Gets Healthy on Twitter or Instagram @GorseGetHealthy. On there you will find lots of 
information about how to be active, what is going on in TGAT, and our first GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Any pupils, who 
complete this week’s GORSE Gets Healthy weekly workout, as demonstrated by Miss Rhodes in the video, will receive an 
additional 10 stamps in their planner. 
 
 
 
Attendance 
We understand that celebrating your child’s birthday is extremely important, however, please do consider the importance of 
school attendance when planning parties. If you feel that a party will impact on your child attending school the following day, 
please hold the party on a weekend. 
 
 
 
Fluency Reading Games 
Speed Reading! 
The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed, 
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try to 
beat your score each time! 
 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 

 
 
 
 

              School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 3 258 

Loyal Lapwings 5 76 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 81 

Honest Hawthorns 1 51 

Wise Willows 3 93 

Compassionate Chestnuts 4 124 

Self-Believing Sycamores 2 66 

Resilient Rowans 5 280 

Persevering Poplars 3 105 

Empathetic Elders 1 14 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
 



 
 

 

5 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          
                                                                          

Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week   
99.1% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 23 April to 26 April was: 
95.7% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.8% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Dolly 
 

Lotte 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Savannah 
Eva 

James 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

Jack  
Leland 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Robbie 
Violet 
Lois 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Blake 
Eva-Mae 

Ruby-Mae 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Harry-James 
Kendal 
Olivier 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Jessica 
Devon 
Ryley 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Jamie-Leigh 
Elliott 
Alfie 

Friendly Frogs 94.1%  Loyal Lapwings Drini 

Happy Hedgehogs 92.1%  Fair Minded Firs David-James 

Loyal Lapwings 94.0%  Honest Hawthorns  Poppy 

Fair Minded Firs 96.1%  Wise Willows Reuben 

Honest Hawthorns  96.7%  Compassionate Chestnuts Jessica 

Wise Willows 96.3%  Self-Believing Sycamores Amaya 

Compassionate Chestnuts 99.1%  Resilient Rowans Laiza 

Self-Believing Sycamores 93.2%  Persevering Poplars Zak 

Resilient Rowans 94.0%  Empathetic Elders Callum 

Persevering Poplars 94.9% 

Empathetic Elders 96.0% 



 
 

 

6 
Stonebridge Grove, Farnley, Leeds, LS12 5AW 

T 0113 263 2433  |  F 0113 263 0011 
E info@ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk  |  W www.ryecroft.leeds.sch.uk 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Kadie 
McKenzie 

Dane 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Kimberley 
Wiktor 
Ellery 

 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday 1 May  Self-Believing Sycamores Value Assembly 

Thursday 2 May  Girls Netball @ Pudsey Grangefield  

Friday 3 May  Attendance Reward Day  

Monday 6 May  May Day Bank Holiday – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 7 May  Attendance reward Day   

Thursday 9 May  Y3/4 Dodgeball @ Swallow Hill 

Monday 13 May Year 6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15 May  Compassionate Chestnuts Value Assembly 

Monday 20 May  Year 2 SATs week  

Wednesday 22 May  Brownlee Brothers Triathlon @John Charles Centre  

Thursday 23 May Rainbow Disco  

Thursday 23 May  Attendance reward Day – Non-Uniform Day 

Thursday 23 May Academy Closes 

Friday 24 May  TRAINING DAY 

Monday 3 June  Academy Opens 08.45am 

Thursday 13 June  The Big Sing  

 
 
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs Farrow. 
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