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23 April 2019 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
It has been lovely to welcome our children back after the holiday. Happy Easter to you all! 
 
We have hosted Parents’ Evening this week and I hope you feel that you were in receipt of valuable information in terms of 
your child’s/children’s progress and learning.  Mrs Barker very much enjoyed talking to parents and recording your viewpoints 
– this will really help to move the school forward.  
 
I am very keen to extend my thanks to you, as I have been made aware that you have given Mrs Forrow and Miss Stephenson, 
as new colleagues to the academy, a very warm welcome.   
 
I am aware that this is something that I have urged parents to be really thoughtful of in previous newsletters but I am very 
keen to get my view across and hope that I am able to make a difference by returning to this issue.  I fully understand that 
parking and picking up your children near school is not easy.  We have been successful in ensuring we have yellow zigzag lines 
near one of our entrances but the fact is that the school is not well situated in terms of road access.  This is not something that 
we are able to do very much about.  We have engaged with the council to look at how to make our adjacent roads safer but 
our powers are limited. We will continue to persist and be tenacious. In the meantime, however, I would urge our families to 
really think about how you are driving and parking and reflect upon whether you are wholeheartedly considerate of 
children’s safety? This is a really important reality and I am going to link this to the personal professional experience of myself 
and some of my colleagues in an attempt to ensure my communication has an impact.  
 
As you know, before moving to Ryecroft Academy, Mr Hayes taught at Hillcrest Academy, also part of the GORSE Academies 
Trust.  He was a teacher of Year 5 and, in his last year at Hillcrest, taught a wonderful pupil whose younger brother (Yusaf Jatta) 
a pupil in nursery at Hillcrest Academy, was killed in a road traffic accident in April 2017.   
 
I was the Head of Year 7 at The Morley Academy for both Natasha Elliott and Hannah Hudson.  Additionally, I was the PE 
teacher for both girls. In my pastoral role at the time of their deaths, I was directly involved in linking with their bereaved 
families and friends.  You may realise that our Post 16 Provision, Elliott Hudson, is named after these former pupils.  Natasha 
was tragically killed on a railway line, aged 16 and Hannah was killed as a victim of dangerous driving on her way to school, 
aged 12.  
 
I could cite many more examples, including the most recent Trust road traffic tragedy (Thomas Easton, September 2018, aged 
13) but I hope the point I am making is fairly clear – the potential of an accident can too easily become a painful reality.   
 

I am concerned that our community reality is that we do have both thoughtless parking and driving near our school.    

 
I have been made aware of too many near misses and I would urge you to think very carefully about the potential cost of 
‘convenience’ driving and parking.  Currently, this is a particular problem near our top drive.  I am grateful that thoughtful and 
caring families have raised this concern and I trust that we will all have the decency to respond appropriately.   
 
I am particularly proud of our Year 2 cohort this week.  Thy have completed a mock SATs week and I have been so proud of 
their effort and commitment! What a formidable group of young people! 
 
The Wise Willows will be presenting their topic assembly, on Wednesday 24 April, and we would love families of this class to 
come along and enjoy the show. Our Catering team will be providing buns for you to enjoy whilst watching the assembly!   
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Our Year 4 children and families have had the wonderful opportunity of taking part in Family Cooking sessions. They have been 
hosted by The Farnley Academy and we are hugely appreciative of the opportunity to use their specialist facilities.  Further 
thanks must be given to our caterers, Taylor Shaw who contributed so much to facilitate this event.  
 
Could I please take the opportunity to remind parents and carers of the need to take home your child’s / children’s water bottle 
every day to wash them thoroughly each evening.  If water bottles are not washed regularly, they will harbour bacteria that 
can be very harmful to health.  We have noticed that a significant number of water bottles are being left in school each day.  
Class teachers will remind children to collect their water bottles at the end of each day to bring home.  Thank you. 
 
I am very excited in asking you to join me in welcoming Simon McCarthy to his new role of Primary Executive Principal.  From 
my previous newsletters, you will have some sense of how much Mr McCarthy has already contributed to the progression of 
Ryecroft Academy.       
 
I hope you have a lovely week.  
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 
 

 
Captain’s Cafe 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recent Events 
 
House Competition 
Last half term saw us hold two house competitions in school. One of these was a Tennis competition in Year 6. This was a great 
competition in which pupils took part in an inter-house competition, with the winner representing their house in the final 
competition between the four houses. Results were as follows: 
 
1st Churchill (Damarni) 
2nd Grey-Thompson (Matty-Joe) 
3rd Angelou (Oliver) 
4th Turing (Finlay) 
 
The second competition is ongoing with pupils in Year 3 and 4 are growing their own herbs/mini vegetables. They submitted a 
cookery proposal in which they planned to use their ingredient as part of a meal. The pupil in each house who submitted the 
best proposal will be cooking their meal up at The Farnley Academy. A panel of judges will select the tastiest dish and therefore 
the overall winner. Congratulations to Sally, Paige, Rosie and Billy who will be representing their houses in the final.  
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Current Standings (Overall): 
1st Churchill (54,158 points) 
2nd Turing (51,054 points) 
3rd Angelou (48707 points) 
4th Grey-Thompson (47,749 points) 
 
The competition is close and every house point from now until the end of the school year could and probably will matter! 
 
 
'Inspire Malawi' 
At Ryecroft, we look to support our colleagues in other TGAT schools. On Monday, we had a visit from Michelle Rowe, a 
member of staff at Richmond Hill Academy. She runs a charity called 'Inspire Malawi'. Miss Rowe delivered a whole school 
assembly outlining the amazing work her charity does in supporting, building and enhancing schools in Malawi. After the 
assembly, Miss Rowe met with our GORSE Gets Healthy student reps who came up with a plan to support her charity. We will 
be holding another event in school based around participation in exercise. This will be with the aim of raising money for 'Inspire 
Malawi'. Please look out for more details on this in the coming weeks.  

 
 
         
 

 
General Notices 

 
Family Fun afternoon with recruitment and training fair – Wednesday 15 May 3.30 to 5.30 pm 
Are you looking to start or continue training? Are you looking for a new job or career change? Come along to our recruitment 
and training fair on Wednesday 15 May from 3.30 to 5.30 pm.  
There will be a children's entertainer making balloon animals and face painting to keep your little ones busy while you look 
through the local training and employment opportunities on offer. Homemade cakes and refreshments will also be available. 
The confirmed companies and training providers attending are: 
GORSE SCITT - teacher training; 
Swarthmore - offering a variety of courses; 
Farnell - one of the largest employers in the area; 
First Direct Bank - a variety of recruitment opportunities available; 
Families Firs t- for advice on benefit entitlement and interview techniques; 
McDonalds - local jobs that fit around school hours. 
 
If you work for a local business that is recruiting or know of any local business who may like to be represented at this event, 
could you please contact Mrs Brodrick at mandy.brodrick@reycroft.leeds.sch.uk. Thank you. 
 
 
GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Each week, we are going to send out a GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. If pupils complete the 
challenges and parents either send us evidence or write in pupils planners that they have completed the challenge, then pupils 
will be rewarded in school.  
 
Parents, please follow GORSE Gets Healthy on Twitter or Instagram @GorseGetHealthy. On there you will find lots of 
information about how to be active, what is going on in TGAT, and our first GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Any pupils, who 
complete this week’s GORSE Gets Healthy weekly workout, as demonstrated by Miss Rhodes in the video, will receive an 
additional 10 stamps in their planner. 
 
 
Attendance 
We understand that celebrating your child’s birthday is extremely important, however, please do consider the importance of 
school attendance when planning parties. If you feel that a party will impact on your child attending school the following day 
please hold the party on a weekend. 
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Fluency Reading Games 
Speed Reading! 
The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed, 
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try to 
beat your score each time! 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 

 
 

              School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 6 314 

Loyal Lapwings 4 208 

Fair-Minded Firs 3 112 

Honest Hawthorns 2 164 

Wise Willows 0 0 

Compassionate Chestnuts 2 69 

Self-Believing Sycamores 4 159 

Resilient Rowans 4 279 

Persevering Poplars 3 140 

Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar                                                                                                                                    

                                                                          
                                                                          

Congratulations to Fair Minded Firs for the best attendance this week   
99.1% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 15 April to 18 April was: 
95.3% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.8% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

Friendly Frogs 95.8%  Loyal Lapwings N/A 

Happy Hedgehogs 88.9%  Fair Minded Firs N/A 

Loyal Lapwings 87.9%  Honest Hawthorns  N/A 

Fair Minded Firs 99.1%  Wise Willows N/A 

Honest Hawthorns  95.4%  Compassionate Chestnuts N/A 

Wise Willows 92.5%  Self-Believing Sycamores N/A 

Compassionate Chestnuts 93.1%  Resilient Rowans N/A 

Self-Believing Sycamores 98.1%  Persevering Poplars N/A 

Resilient Rowans 91.5%  Empathetic Elders N/A 

Persevering Poplars 97.7% 

Empathetic Elders 97.3% 
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SLT Praise Visits 

                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Bentley 
 

Alex 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

Liam 
Olivia 

Nevaeh 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

Daisy 
Leighton 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Ruby 
Madeleine 
Darcy-Leigh 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Jack 
Mia 

Oliver 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Ellie 
Mia 

Dante 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Jaiden 
Imogen 
Owen 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Amaya 
Eva 

Elliott 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Saffi 
Leland 
Laiza 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Cody 
David 

Callum 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Jessica  
Sadie 

Wiktor 

 
 
 

Diary Dates to Remember 
 

Wednesday 24 April Wise Willows Topic Assembly   

Thursday 25 April  Year 6 Cinema Trip  

Monday 29 April The Gorse Games – Basket Ball @ The Ruth Gorse Academy  

Wednesday 1 May  Self-Believing Sycamores Value Assembly 

Thursday 2 May  Girls Netball @ Pudsey Grangefield  

Friday 3 May  Attendance Reward Day  

Monday 6 May  May Day Bank Holiday – Academy Closed  

Tuesday 7 May  Attendance reward Day   

Thursday 9 May  Y3/4 Dodgeball @ Swallow Hill 

Monday 13 May Year 6 SATs week 

Wednesday 15 May  Compassionate Chestnuts Value Assembly 

Monday 20 May  Year 2 SATs week  

Wednesday 22 May  Brownlee Brothers Triathlon @John Charles Centre  
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Thursday 23 May Rainbow Disco  

Thursday 23 May  Attendance reward Day – Non-Uniform Day 

Thursday 23 May Academy Closes 

Friday 24 May  TRAINING DAY 

Monday 3 June  Academy Opens 08.45am 

 
 
 

Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 
                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 

 
Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France. 
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