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4 March 2019 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed a lovely weekend.  Last week was an important week for our Year 6 families as they will have 
received information about your child’s place in secondary school.  It is really important to have contacted The Farnley Academy 
by Friday 15 March.  Your place is not secured until you have been in touch with them to confirm your uptake of their offer.  
Please do get in touch with them at your soonest convenience and ahead of the deadline date.  Thank you.   
 
We are very much looking forward to celebrating World Book Day this week, both by our dressing up day on Thursday but also 
with our fantastic author visit on Friday. Steven Waterhouse, author and illustrator, will be visiting during the course of the 
afternoon to carry out some very exciting work. He will focus on illustration and how he became an illustrator with KS1 and 
KS2.  This does provide a really worthwhile opportunity to reiterate the importance of reading at home.  As an educator, I can 
assure you that frequent reading at home has an enormous impact on the confidence and achievements of your child, 
extending to every subject area.    
 
Empathetic Elders could not present their value assembly last week, but this has been rearranged for Wednesday 5 June, we 
will remind the parents of Empathic Elders nearer the time. 
 
Loyal Lapwings are next to present their topic assembly, which we be on Wednesday 20 March, and we would love for families 
of this class to come along and enjoy the show. Our Catering team will be providing buns for you to enjoy whilst watching the 
assembly!   
 
As you know, I often take the opportunity to tell you about the excellent support we receive from the Trust. This week instead, 
I would like to sing the praises of my own professionals and in particular the non-teaching team.  I am very lucky to have such 
a committed team and this team really do help to ensure school operates effectively.  They show such kindness and dedication 
to your children each and every day.   
 
I have talked to children about our Academy Improvement Plan this academic year and one of our key priorities being focused 
on maintaining our impeccable behaviour and courtesy with adults that are visitors to the school or with whom they are less 
familiar.  With this in mind, I wanted to share with you two points of feedback I have received this week.  Firstly, Mrs Garnett 
told me about her experience with the Compassionate Chestnuts class whilst she was walking along the corridor.  She explained 
that children were displaying superb standards of behaviour and then particular individuals held the door open for her.  She 
then went on to tell me that so many of the children spoke to her in a very polite and friendly manner, saying a simple ‘hello’ 
or asking her if she was having a good day.  Mrs Garnett described this as her favourite moment of her professional week.    
 
Similarly, please see below the email communication that I received from Mrs Taylor who leads our choir and teaches singing 
at Ryecroft. This followed her teaching session with the Fair Minded Firs class.  

“I hope you had a good half term.  

I just wanted to let you know how fantastic year 2 were today in their music lesson.  
Their attitude to learning was exceptional and we got through so much material because of their brilliant behaviour and 
enthusiasm! 
I’ll be looking forward to seeing them again next week!” 
 
I know that this is typical of all classes across school but I felt it important to celebrate and share these examples.   
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We are very excited to be holding a science week in school next week and this begins this week, with pupils being able to visit 
the planetarium during the course of Wednesday 6 March.  We are eager to inform you in a future newsletter of all the fantastic 
science learning that has or will be taking place, including the Upper Key Stage 2 visit to Magna. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 
 

Captain’s Café 
 

 
 

 

Recent Events 
 
Lineham Farm 
Congratulations to all our Year 5 pupils who attended Lineham Farm before half term. They conducted themselves fantastically 
throughout their time there, supporting and encouraging their peers. All the pupils attempted climbing, off-road cycling, 
orienteering and many other challenging activities. At the end of each day, pupils participated in a reflection session where 
they selected individuals to praise, such as Layla for overcoming her fear of heights, Julia for her determination during cycling 
and Alfie for his bravery when coming of his bike. Unlike other residential trips we could participate in, there is an ownership 
of the pupils being more self-reliant: the pupils would help set up for meals, clear away meals, and make their own beds, etc. 
- all pupils were eager to pull their weight. A big thank you must go to the staff also who gave up their time and left their 
families; it is a sacrifice to leave families but it is also a privilege to spend time with pupils without their sacrifice this visit would 
not have been possible. 
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GORSE Games Cross Country – Tuesday 12 February 2019 
On Tuesday 12 February, we competed in the second GORSE Games event, Cross Country at The Farnley Academy. It was 
another excellent event and another successful one for Ryecroft. There were Y5 Girls, Y5 Boys, Y6 Girls and Y6 Boys races with 
competitors from all of the GORSE primaries. The standard was high and the effort put in was monumental on a gruelling 
course, the longest that we have competed on. The races had an individual aspect to them with success being recognised for 
individual race winners, but the GORSE Games points were based on team performances. Our girls in particular shone with 
both the Year 5 and Year 6 girls teams coming out as winners and the Year 6 boys team coming a close second to Morley 
Newlands Academy.  
 
A special mention must go to Ebony, who as well as being part of the successful Year 6 girls team, actually won the Year 6 Girls 
Race (by some distance too) and erupted with tears of pride as she crossed the finish line. A very special moment for her.  
 
Overall this should put us very close to the top of the GORSE Games leader board, an incredible effort by all involved and 
another fantastic afternoon. 
 

       
 
 
Tag Rugby at Cobden – Thursday 28 February 2019 
The Tag Rugby team did well in their practice tournament tonight at Cobden finishing unbeaten, beating Lawns Park and 

Greenhill and drawing with Castleton. Great effort by all involved.  
 
 
GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Each week, we are going to send out a GORSE Gets 
Healthy Challenge. If pupils complete the challenges and parents either send us 
evidence or write in pupils planners that they have completed the challenge, then 
pupils will be rewarded in school.  
 
Parents, please follow GORSE Gets Healthy on Twitter or Instagram 
@GorseGetHealthy. On there you will find lots of information about how to be 

active, what is going on in TGAT, and our first GORSE Gets Healthy Challenge. Any pupils who complete this week’s GORSE Gets 
Healthy weekly workout, as demonstrated by Miss Rhodes in the video, will receive an additional 10 stamps in their planner. 
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Future Events / Meetings 
 

Additional Sex and Relationships meeting - Monday 4 March 3.30pm 
There will be an additional chance to talk through the Sex and Relationships curriculum and how you can support your children 
at home on Monday 4 March 3:30. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Northern Powergrid Works on Stonebridge Grove / Approach commencing 6 March 
We have been advised that work will start on 6 March to replace the electricity substation on Stonebridge Approach and the 
work will continue for two months. We have been assured that the majority of their vehicles will be parked off road before 9 
am and that they will take extra care to prevent the works affecting school drop off and pick up, although there will be some 
disruption. If you have any questions regarding the proposed work please contact the Northern Powergrid Customer Contact 
Centre on 0800 011 3332. 
 
World Book Day – Thursday 7 March 2019 
Children are invited to come to school dressed as a book character or in their pyjamas to encourage bedtime reading. The 3 
best dressed children from each class will take part in a special cat walk at the end of the school day. The £1 donation will go 
towards the school bike shed fund. 
 

General Notices 
 
Reception places 2019 
If you have applied for a Reception place via the local authority website, you will receive an email on 16 April informing you 
which school your child has been allocated a place at. If you have not applied for a Reception place and your child turns 4 
between 1 September 2018 and 31 August 2019, please speak to a member of the Nursery team who can advise you on how 
to make a late application. If you do not receive an email on 16 April please speak to a member of the Nursery team and we 
can inform you if you have a place at Ryecroft. Please note, school does not have any information regarding which children 
have been allocated a place at Ryecroft until the national offer day of the 16 April. 
 
Medical - Exceptional Circumstances Request Form 
At Ryecroft Academy we recognise great attendance as being a huge achievement and one that needs significant reward and 
celebration! Therefore, only students with attendance above our academy attendance target will receive these rewards! We 
do, however, recognise that for some appointments, absence from school is unavoidable.  
 
Due to this, we now have a request form that will need to be completed to apply for medical - exceptional circumstances and 
they will then be considered by the Principal. Please speak to the school office staff to request a form and it will also shortly be 
available on our website. 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late.  
 
Due to the cold mornings and icy conditions please give yourself extra time to ensure that you arrive at school on time, so your 
child does not miss out on these important lessons. 
 

School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 
 

Minutes Late 

Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 8 303 

Loyal Lapwings 5 394 

Fair-Minded Firs 7 344 

Honest Hawthorns 2 28 

Wise Willows 4 186 
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Compassionate Chestnuts 4 137 

Self-Believing Sycamores 6 136 

Resilient Rowans 7 306 

Persevering Poplars 2 63 

Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK 
                                                                                                                Role Model             Super Star 

 11-15 
Feb 

25 Feb – 

1 Mar 

   15 Feb  1 March 

Friendly Frogs 96.5%   94.2% Loyal Lapwings Benjamin     Bobby 

Happy Hedgehogs 91.9%   90.8% Fair Minded Firs Brooke Ruby 

Loyal Lapwings 96.6%   96.2% Honest Hawthorns Shanade Zaffire 

Fair Minded Firs 92.1%   97.2% Wise Willows Poppy Elliott 

Honest Hawthorns 98.7%   96.0% Compassionate Chestnuts Rosie Kieran 

Wise Willows 98.0%   96.3% Self-Believing Sycamores Lucas Marley 

Compassionate Chestnuts 97.9%   97.9% Resilient Rowans McKenzie N/A - trip 

Self-Believing Sycamores 94.8%   90.3% Persevering Poplars Leah N/A - trip 

Resilient Rowans 98.0%   97.6% Empathetic Elders Jessica N/A - trip 

Persevering Poplars 97.4%   91.9% 

Empathetic Elders 93.9%   95.7% 

    
 

Congratulations to Honest Hawthorns for the best attendance (11-15 Feb) this week and  
98.7% 

Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance (25 Feb – 1 March) this week 
97.9% 

Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 11 February to 1 March was 
95.8% 

Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 
95.8% 

Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 
97% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

                                                                                                                                                    

Class 15 Feb  1 March 

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Alfie 
 

Gabriel 

Summer 

 
Happy Hedgehogs 

James 
Eva 

Gracie 

Marley 
Alfie 

Declan 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

 

Benjamin 
Jodie 

Charlie 

Lena 
Bobby 
Leland 

Miley-Marie 
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Honest Hawthorns 

 

Leona 
Jodie 

Charlie 

Nathan 
Maddie 
Scarlett 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Ruby-Mae 
Jack 

Amelia 

Mia 
Jessica 
Brooke 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Clara 
Chloe 
Tyrell 

Harvey 
McKenzie 

Mia 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Bella 
Rosie 
Archie 

Jaiden 
Oscar 
Ethan 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Nikita 
Connor 
Demi 

Marley 
Geordie 
Stevie 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Tegan 
Joshua 
Laiza 

Olivia 
Destiny 

Abu 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Lexi 
Julia 

Aurita 

McKenzie 
Bruno 
Cory 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Mason 
Sadie 

Damarni 

Matty-Joe 
Ester 

Kieran 

 

 
Diary Dates to Remember 

 
Tuesday 5 March  The Gorse Games – Indoor Athletics – The Morley Academy 

Tuesday 12 March School Class Photo Day  

Thursday 14 March Tag Rugby at Swallow Hill 

Tuesday 19 March Robin Hood Writing 

Wednesday 20 March  Loyal Lapwings Topic assembly 

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Thursday 21 March  Tag Rugby at Swallow Hill  

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Wednesday 25 March  Mothers’ Day Present Room – All Week 

Wednesday 27 March Mothers’ Day Lunch 

Wednesday 27 March Resilient Rowans Topic Assembly 

Thursday 28 March  Football at Goals  

Friday 29 March  Attendance reward day – 100% attendance Year 5/6  

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week 

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France. 

  
   
   
   
  

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

