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18 March 2019 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Thank you very much to our families for all of the support you gave to Comic Relief.  The children always show great enthusiasm 
for such events and it is very positive that we have made our contribution to this important cause. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind our families of the definition of bullying.  Bullying is not tolerated at Ryecroft 
Academy. We are determined to ensure our children feel happy and safe in school.  Bullying can be defined as “the repetitive, 
intentional hurting of one person by another(s), where the relationship involves an imbalance of power.”  It is important that 
one off and not repeated incidents are not misunderstood to be bullying, however.  
 
Could I politely remind families not to drop off on the zigzag yellow lines.  The zigzag yellow lines mean that stopping is not 
permitted.  I am sure you will understand that their purpose outside of a primary school is one of safety and, in terms of the 
children at Ryecroft, I am confident that all in our community share the view that our children’s safety in paramount. Further 
to this, please do supervise your children carefully and closely as you take them on and off school premises.  Thank you in 
anticipation of your support.   
 
The Loyal Lapwings will be presenting their topic assembly, on Wednesday 20 March, and we would love families of this class 
to come along and enjoy the show. Our Catering team will be providing buns for you to enjoy whilst watching the assembly!   
 
We are very excited about our plans for a school orchard.  This is to be an outdoor learning science area and plans are 
progressing really well.  We will be growing our own fruit and we will be using the fruit as ingredient in the smoothie’s we make 
using our ‘Smoothie Bike’ as part of our Fruity Friday shop!  I will keep you updated, but the work on this development will 
commence very soon.   
 
We have less than 3 weeks now until work on the Bungalow conversion begins!  It will be lovely to bring this building back into 
use.  We are determined to ensure that it is a vibrant community space.  The improvements to our building and site will 
commence in a very notable way now over the coming weeks.    
 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Mrs H Townsley 
Principal 
 

Captain’s Café 
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Recent Events 
 

Red Nose Day – Celebration assembly  

 
 
 

Science week  
Huge congratulations to all year groups who have taken part in Science week! It started with a visit from a planetarium, where 
the pupils were immersed within their specific area of study (KS1 Space and KS2 Plastic in the Ocean). Through the week, the 
pupils took part in investigations such as how the size of an asteroid impacts the size of the crater formed, analysis of secondary 
sources such as those from the British Marine Federation, and created a variety of games, videos and animations using Scratch 
and Movie Maker. On Friday, the pupils presented their findings and what they had done during the week as part of a whole 
school assembly.  
 
KS1 shared some fantastic knowledge about space, the formation of craters and coding some imaginative animations. LKS2 
created some really imaginative designs to combat plastic pollution and its impact on the ocean wildlife. UKS2 shared some 
compelling research as well as some imaginative ways of encouraging others to reduce, reuse and recycle.  There was a clear 
growing knowledge and awareness in UKS2 as they shared their knowledge of micro plastics in the environment.  
 
Congratulations to KS1 who won the overall 'most imaginative presentation' award and chose to have a bottle rocket launcher 
for their Key Stage. 
 

                         
 
 

 
Author Visit – Steven Waterhouse – Friday 8 March 2019 
We were very lucky to have a visit from acclaimed author and illustrator Steven Waterhouse last Friday, 8 March. Steven 
brought in several examples of his recent work, including designs for maps, storybooks and advent calendars! He worked with 
several groups throughout school, explaining how he started out in his career and giving children tips on their own writing and 
artwork. Sessions finished with mass drawings using Steven's tips. We all had a great time! 
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Future Events / Meetings 
 

 
Attendance 
As you know, at Ryecroft we love to reward children and parents for excellent attendance. After the 2 week Easter holidays, 
there are 4 days where pupils should attend school before the official Easter Bank Holiday weekend. These dates are 15 - 18 
April. To celebrate attendance, all children that attend on all of these days will receive an Easter Egg! Make sure your children 
are in school on these days to receive this lovely chocolaty reward! 
 
 
Parent recruitment and training event 
We are holding a recruitment and training event for parents on 15 May after school. There will be children's entertainment to 
keep the little ones busy while parents have the opportunity to look through information on local jobs and training as well as 
advice on interview techniques and how to fill out job applications.  If you work for a local business that is recruiting or know 
of any local business who may like to be represented at this event, could you please contact Mrs Brodrick 
mandy.brodrick@reycroft.leeds.sch.uk. Thank you. 

 
 

General Notices 
 
 
 
Reception Reading Morning 
Reminder:  Reception have a reading morning every Friday from 8.45am - 9.00am where you can come in and read or share a 
story with your child. 
 
 
Fluency Reading Games 
Speed Reading! 
The desired reading speed for the end of KS1 is 90 words per minute, and for KS2 it is 120. To help improve reading speed, 
reread a short passage that you have already read aloud. Time yourself - how many words can you read in a minute? Try and 
beat your score each time! 
 
 
Reception places 2019 
If you have applied for a Reception place via the local authority website, you will receive an email on 16 April informing you at 
which school your child has been allocated a place. If you have not applied for a Reception place and your child turns 4 between 
1 September 2018 and 31 August 2019, please speak to a member of the Nursery team who can advise you on how to make a 
late application. If you do not receive an email on 16 April please speak to a member of the Nursery team and we can inform 
you if you have a place at Ryecroft. Please note school does not have any information regarding which children have been 
allocated a place at Ryecroft until the national offer day of the 16 April. 
 
 
Punctuality 
As you all know, arriving at school on time every day is extremely important to your child’s education. School starts at 8.45am 
prompt and learning starts as soon as the children are in school. Early morning learning activities are often reading or writing 
and your child can lose many opportunities to learn these critical life skills by arriving late. 
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School starts at 08.45 am please arrive at school at least 5 minutes before this time 

Minutes Late 
Class Number of Children Late Minutes Late 

Happy Hedgehogs 7 256 

Loyal Lapwings 3 244 
Fair-Minded Firs 6 215 

Honest Hawthorns 5 36 
Wise Willows 6 171 

Compassionate Chestnuts 1 5 

Self-Believing Sycamores 5 151 
Resilient Rowans 8 442 

Persevering Poplars 2 30 
Empathetic Elders 0 0 

REMEMBER – EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
 

 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE                       PUPIL CERTIFICATES THIS WEEK   
                                                                                                                                              Superstar       
                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                      

 
Congratulations to Compassionate Chestnuts for the best attendance this week   

100% 
Year 1 to Year 6 attendance for 11 March to 15 March was 

95.2% 
Year 1 to Year 6 cumulative attendance for the year to date: 

95.8% 
Our Target for Year 1 to Year 6 is 

97% 

 
SLT Praise Visits 

                                                                                                                                                    

 
Friendly Frogs 

 

Theo 
 

Ferne 

Friendly Frogs 66.8%  Loyal Lapwings Jodie 

Happy Hedgehogs 94.1%  Fair Minded Firs Jessica 

Loyal Lapwings 86.6%  Honest Hawthorns  Kayden 

Fair Minded Firs 96.6%  Wise Willows Oliver 

Honest Hawthorns  92.3%  Compassionate Chestnuts De Paul 

Wise Willows 96.3%  Self-Believing Sycamores Seth 

Compassionate Chestnuts 100%  Resilient Rowans Grace 

Self-Believing Sycamores 95.8%  Persevering Poplars Lily 

Resilient Rowans 90.4%  Empathetic Elders Damarni 

Persevering Poplars 94.4% 

Empathetic Elders 98.2% 
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Happy Hedgehogs 

Neveah 
Teagan 
Emma 

 
Loyal Lapwings 

 

Yahwehl 
Leo 
Lexi 

 
Honest Hawthorns 

 

Chelsea 
Alex 

Scarlett 

 
Fair Minded Firs 

 

Eva 
Ruby-Mae 
Benjamin 

 
Wise Willows 

 

Summer 
Anne-Marie 

Reuben 

 
Compassionate Chestnuts 

 

Kane 
Jessica 

Billy 

 
Self-believing Sycamores 

 

Josh 
Theo 
Lilly 

 
Resilient Rowans 

 

Destiny 
Thomas 
Jayden 

 
Persevering Poplars 

 

Alonzo 
Lily 

Kadie 

 
Empathetic Elders 

 

Matty-Joe 
Lucas 
Daisy  

 

 
Diary Dates to Remember 

 
Tuesday 19 March Robin Hood Writing 

Wednesday 20 March  Loyal Lapwings Topic assembly 

Thursday 21 March  Sports Relief 

Thursday 21 March  Tag Rugby at Swallow Hill  

Friday 22 March  School Closed – Training Day 

Monday 25 March  House Competition Week  

Wednesday 25 March  Mothers’ Day Present Room – All Week 

Wednesday 27 March Mothers’ Day Lunch 

Wednesday 27 March Resilient Rowans Topic Assembly 

Thursday 28 March  Football at Goals  

Friday 29 March  Attendance reward day – 100% attendance Year 5/6  

Wednesday 17 April PARENTS’ EVENING 2 pm to 7.30 pm 

Monday 25 May  House Competition Week 

 
Helen Townsley                          Simon Hayes 

                 Principal                                                                      Assistant Principal 
 

Esafetyhttps://ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/There is some useful information on the LSCB website about online safety with some useful tips for parents: 
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact 

Leeds Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403 
 

Our Designated Officers for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley, Mrs Cattley, Mrs Hodgkin and Mrs France. 

http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-Family/Keeping-children-safe-online

