®a%e RYECROFT
‘\i— ACADEMY

Executive Principal: Primary Education: Mark Randall BSc (Hons) NPQH
Principal: Helen Townsley BA (Hons) Chair of Governors: Mr Mark Roper

February 2019
Dear Parent / Carer
Head Lice

Head lice has been an ongoing issue for many children and parents at the Academy recently. We will
always inform parents if head lice are reported in their child’s class. The Academy has provided parents
with information on how to treat head lice and how to access free head lice solution (leaflets are available
by the main office). Unfortunately, it continues to be a concern in school. It is important for all parents to
be aware of the serious implication of head lice if left untreated. Head lice feed from the blood by biting
at the scalp, which causes itching — itching can cause breakages in the skin which can lead to infection. In
very serious cases infection can lead to blood poisoning (Sepsis) Sepsis can lead to death.

Children with head lice often have poor and interrupted sleep as they can be awake in the night itching.
A lack of sleep can cause behaviour issues and poor concentration, which will impact on their enjoyment
and learning. Children with serious cases of head lice can be isolated by their peers — visible head lice
could mean that other children do not want to play or sit with that child, to avoid them being passed on,
this causes great emotional upset to a child. (Please do be reassured that no form of exclusion is accepted
by the Academy and we will ensure that this is dealt if it does occur.)

All of the above can be easily avoided by checking and treating hair.

Your help with this is very much appreciated to keep our children safe.

Mrs Cattley
Child Protection Officer
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If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Children’s Social Work Service on 0113 222 4403.
Our Designated Person for Child Protection are Mrs Townsley and Mrs France.



